Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



TEUTONIC ANTIQUITIES. 



L 



TEUTONIC ANTIQUITIES ; 



OR, 



HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL 

SKETCHES 

OF 

'^fS EXPLANATORY OF THE 

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE FOLLOWING NATIONS 



O0TH8, 


THURINGIANS, 


WISIGOTHS, 


BUROUNDIAN8, 


OSTROGOTHS, 


BAVARIANS, 


VANDALS, 


FRANKS, AMD ' 


LOMBARDS, 


BRITONS. 



By C. CHATFIELD, Esq. 



■ operosa parvus 

Carmina fingo. 

HoR : Carm : Lib. 4. 



LONDON : 
. HURST, CHANCE & Co., 65, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD, 



a+ 



1828. 
/ 



LONDON: 

Prtnted bjr BnAbuf v»A Peitf , 
Bolt CoDrt^ Fleet Street. 



PREFAGE. 



The present period is peculiarly distin- 
guished for its progress in the investigation of 
history, and the traditions of nations, whereby 
the most useful results are daily opening to us : 
the vague conjectural system of inquiry is now 
justly laid aside, and the traces of natural 
origin subjected to the true analysis of philo- 
logical proof; whereby we have acquired much 
important insight into the early history of the 
Northern or Scandinavian tribes, most useful in 
the consideration of a portion of ancient times, 
hitherto the most perplexing and obscure ;— 
namely, the era of the breaking in of the tor- 
rents of victorious invaders from the North, on 
the gigantic, but paralysed fabric of the Roman 
empire. 
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While no portion of the mutations of the em- 
pires of the earth is more necessary for us to 
consider, it seemed as if every attempt to ex- 
amine into this period of history^ as well as the 
early settlement of the Hellenic tribes, or of 
Rome itself, was only to baffle and confound 
our reasonings, until the recent discoveries in 
languages, and the labours of philologists, with 
the acumen and expanded views of such writers 
as M. Klaproth and Baron de Humboldt, and 
others in the same path, have extended our 
researches into those mines of Eastern literature, 
as they are properly termed, which when work- 
ed and dug out, bid fair to yield us the most 
useful and splendid results. 

The object of the present sketch is obviously 
brevity, and therefore narrows the author's pre- 
liminary remarks to a limited range, although 
the importance of the subject might well de- 
mand a more extended detail, since its scope 
includes, " Historical Notices of the Origin of 
'* the States of Europe, in the first and secon^ 
" dary classes." 

Rome, throughout her rise and progress, ma-^ 
nifested her unconquerable ardour and thirst for 
empire ; in view of which daring point, she per- 
severed amid reverses and disasters that would 
have beaten down and crushed any other race. 
Her people had indeed indomitable hearts, and 
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their iron frame won for them the pinnacle of 
greatness^ whereon they overshadowed the whole 
earth: all nations flowed to the gates of 'Uhe 
Eternal City," as to their common centre ; but 
in proportion as she increased in grandeur, she 
decreased in moral strength — she forgot her 
ancient manners, luxury introduced . vices and 
excesses which corrupted the very vitals of her 
power, and steeped in the profligacy of her em- 
perors, we in vain look for the descendants of 
the Camilli and the Cincinnati : at length ener- 
vated by luxury and prosperity, the Roman 
people acquired the habits of the mixed races, 
which were in their turn subjugated and incor- 
porated into their system, for Rome in conquer- 
ing the world, destroyed among those whom 
she overpowered, the original spirit with which 
they were animated. Such, however, was not 
the case with the hardy, warlike, and restless 
inhabitants of the North : it is worth our atten- 
tion here, to contrast the opposite characters of 
the Roman, and the Goth or Teutonic warrior, 
for in no instance has the tyranny of early im- 
pressions operated more falsely than in the com- 
parison drawn by contemporaries, or by modern 
historians, of these two classes. Far from find- 
ing grounds to sustain that weight of prejudice 
which aflixes an opprobium to the term of Goth, 
as distinguished from the Roman of this era» 
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the two races were, in fitct, singularly marked 
by the reverse of the character usually affixed 
to their names ; for the Roman citizen had sunk 
mti> the corrupting snares of sloth and slayery, 
while the Barbarian breathed that tone of inde- 
pendency and of equality, which constructed 
the ground work of the feudal constitutions of 
Europe ; and which elevation of principle^ mo- 
dified by circumstance and climate, led to every 
advantage which is enjoyed by her respective 
states at the present day. Had Europe sus^ 
tained the yoke of Rome in its state of debase-* 
ment, the world had remained in the same 
moral degradation and slavery ; but the uncon- 
querable spirit of the Northern warriors elevated 
them to an equality with the proudest of their 
rulers, and this inequality among the nobles, 
established the fixed rights of their feudatory 
system. It is thus that history invariably re- 
cords them as bearing forth fi'om Central Asia 
a restless unconquered spirit— a religion, simple 
and martial as themselves— and institutions con- 
taining germs of liberty, destined in a future 
day to ripen into principles decisive of the pre- 
eminence and happiness of Europe ; thereby 
making a large amends to mankind for the 
calamities attendant on the overthrow of the 
Roman empire. 
But while we have thus dwelt upon the re- 
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8ult« arising from the character of the Northern 
tribes, it becomes very desirable to mark the 
distinction lines betwixt the Celts, or descend- 
ants of the ancient ScyUiians, who in many 
points of view, appear to have been the settlers 
of Europe in remote ages^ from the (jothic, or 
Teutonic tribes, who acted principally in the 
overthrow of Rome. These two classes are too 
frequently Confounded with each other, as they 
indeed possessed some corresponding charac- 
teristics ; and unfortunately the Roman writers, 
accustoihed to designate all as barbarians^ saw 
little to distinguish in the Celts of the Danube, 
from the Gothic or Teutonic classes. 

The Celtic tribes may certainly be deemed 
the genuine descendants of the ancient Scy^ 
thians of Central Asia, and to partake of their 
character, as sketched out by Hippocrates, 
four centuries before the Christian era. In the 
pages of Ammianus Marcellinus, we find them 
drawn with peculiar force, as " spreading over 
*' the vast deserts of Scythia, and causing their 
arms to be dreaded from the Caspian sea to 
Seres, or Eastern Tartary, and even to the 
" Ganges." The historian thus proceeds, *' they 
'* cultivate no land, but feed on the flesh and 
" milk of their flocks ; they live in their cha- 
'* riots, or covered waggons, which are pitched 
'* wherever fresh herbage supplies nutriment 



if 



•* for their cattle, which spot serves them for a 
** city: the children and the females remain with 
** the chariots and prepare domestic services ; 
^* but the young mount, from their tenderest 
*' years, on horseback, deeming it a dishonour 
** to be seen on foot : they are fierce warriors, 
" taking a delight in arms, and they brand with 
** disgrace those who die in the usual course 
** of nature, accident, or old age ; and on the con- 
*• trary, eulogise the warrior who falls in battle : 
** they worship a naked sword stuck in the 
'" earth, with the rites due to the god Mars : 
** they have, moreover, a custom of determining 
*' on future events, or of divining by the Osier: 
** slavery is unknown amongst them, as they 
** are all originally free, and choose their judges 
" from among those who are the most experl- 
** enced in war." Such were the Celts ; and 
Caesar, whose judgment and penetrating genius 
demands our respect *to whatever he delivers 
from personal observation, introduces this an- 
cient race to us in his detail of the tribes of the 
Belgse. He appeared particularly struck with 
the hierarchy of the Celts, and describing their 
Druids, Caesar has, in truth, sketched the fa- 
vourite Buddhist tenets, as manifested in the 
East to this day, harmonizing together in the 
dogma of the metempsychosis,^ or principle of 
transmigration, and a fondness for auspicial rites. 
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. The Goths^ or Teutonic tribes, which issued 
from the Tanais, and over-rau Scandinavia, are 
very ably sketched by Malte Brun : ** a number 
'^ of princes, all of them claiming relation and 
*' affinity to Odin, their god of victory ; as many 
'^ independent states as nature traced forth 
''divisions; a race, whose valour and boldness 
" overthrew the political and military combina- 
'' tions of their more civilized opponents; who 
'' possessed simple and sagacious laws, and au 
'' enthusiasm sustained to itjs highest pitch by 
" their religion ; which altogether combined to 
'* produce that eflfect which enabled their leaders 
*' to employ as warriors, the totality of their po- 
*' pulation capable of bearing arms — such were 
*' the advantages of the Goths over the Romans : 
" they were far more effective than fortune de- 
" manded to vanquish the degenerate descend- 
" ants of Romulus and Brutus." As the war- 
like tribes of the Tanais thus spread over the 
flanks of the Roman empire, pressing back on 
all sides the Celts the original possessors of 
Europe, they clearly appear to have rendered 
themselves masters of Germany, and are there 
identified by the unerring fact of the language, 
which, differing from the Celtic, is palpably the 
same as the Gothic or Teutonic dialect, into 
which the Gospels were translated by Ulphilas, 
for the use of the Maesian Goths, in the year 



d67 ; the same also as th6 present vulgar tongue 
of the Crimea, and the same likewite, both in 
form, in structure, and in numerous words, as 
the language of the Persians, among whose 
tribes accordingly Herodotus actually enume- 
rates the Germanes.* 

Jomandez calls the North of Europe "the 
scourge of mankind :" it might rather be termed 
*'the forge" of those instruments for breaking 
in pieces the fetters of mankind ; for they 
afforded the ground^work of those institutions 
which were the only source of all the liberty 
which is among men. 

The ceaseless torrents of the North, which 
poured upon the Roman empire on all sides, in 
the last stage of her existence, had, indeed, for 
one cause of their continuous progress, an undue 
increase of the population of the North beyond 

* Cyrus^ enumerating the chief Persian tribes, names the 
Germanians. Herod, Clio, 126, and Larcher, in note 287, con- 
siders these as the Caramanians, supporting his authority by 
Claverius, who again is contradicted by M. Wesseling. The 
Germanes, as a sect of philosophers, are treated of in Strabo^ 
(xY book), clearly pointing to the district of Kerman, on 
the east side of the Persian Gulph. D'Aarille, however, gives 
most probably the true definition, which he quotes from the 
Teutofiic, as meaning a war man, or warrior, and in which 
sense the word has passed to Europe from its Asiatic import, 
being applied in the most accurate sense to a body of crowned 
feudatories, of which the emperor of Germany was the military 
head. 
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their means of subsistence; but to determine 
an adeqjoate cause for the simultaneous opera* 
tion i)£ so many nations, there needs a stronger 
impulse. 

This shock was given from two points of the 
world very widely apart from each otJber; the 
006 from the centre of Asia, when the fierce and 
countless swarms of the Huns spread them- 

« 

selves over the largest portion of Europe ; and 
secondly, from Scandinavia, whence an heroic 
and enterprising leader led a comparatively 
small number of Groths, from conquest to coor* 
quest. The collision of these two mces over^ 
threw the Roman emi»m, and <^ned all the 
avenues to hear rich and d^enceless provinces : 
swarms of barbarians flowed onward to their 
inviting spoil, and settled down in success ion 
upon the bleeding fragments of Europe. The 
outline thus Inriefly given, will be found filled 
up in the following pages, the composition of 
which will be best appreciated by him who toik 
through the mass of authorities requisite to 
examine and ocmdense the shortest compendium 
of this most important portion of history of the 
human race. To the much vilified Teutons we 
owe our origin; and their sense of honour, valour, 
and love of freedom, however wild and turbu- 
lent, placed them fiur beyond the degenarat64 
races of the Roman people, whom they over- 
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threw and despised. " We have never rendered 
due homage/' Malte Brun justly exclaims^ '^ to 
** the moral grandeur of a race, the conqueror of 
" the conquerors of the earth." It was by a com- 
parison of this superiority, that the great king 
Theodoric dared boldly to say to his Roman 
subjects, " imitate my Goths, they join to your 
*' civilization, the virtues of their ancestors ; for 
^* tbey know how to combat their enemies, and 
" to live peaceably with each other." And most 
clearly we may see, that to the high toned 
feudality of the Groths and Teutones, we are 
indebted for the civil rights which we most 
prize ; they grew out of the freedom claimed by 
all the priviliged class, the progress of which 
may be traced in our Saxon institutions, as 
they varied from the feudal to the representative 
system — a comparison of the vigour and advan- 
tages of these rules, as compared with any 
approximation to the Roman jurisprudence, will 
shew wherein the Gothic institutes tended to 
improve, in a far higher degree, the state of civil 
society. It is enough to have shewn, that the 
epochs of the following sketch of the origin of 
the European states, merit the close research, 
and warmest gratitude, of every lover of his race; 
for its progress of political conflicts and changes 
gradually matured tlie Teutonic feudatory te- 
nures, into systems of milder rule and sove- 
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reignty» emancipating her favored population 
from the yoke of Asiatic despotism, and even- 
tually, by its consequences^ constituting Europe 
the illustrious depository of arts, of arms, of 
knowledge, and whatever else infers intellectual 
and personal supremacy on mankind. 
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In.page.l8,in the eleventh line, instead of <* Germany^** read ^^GauV 
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OSTROGOTHS. 



Walamir-- WidinOr—^AMY. UNKNOWN—!?%Wem jr. 

^mate/Hd— THEODOMIR— TA^Jodoric. 
A.D. tf9 476. 

JPlrs^lTtwdandyiiaihe unknown Second Husband, 

Theodobat—} — AmdUdterg mar- Thrasimund, king 
ried Herman" of the Vandals, 
/rid, of Thu- by whom she had 
ringia. not any children. 

Ostrogotha—Jmalasuinth ■"-TllEOUORlC-'Thfiudigotha married Alaric^ king of' 

First Husband — I — Second Husband^ a.d. ^ 490. the Wisi^ot^s, a.d. 484, 

Eviharicus CiUaca, Theodobat, who 
I put her to death. 

Matasumth — ■ — Atludarick* ' 

married f^itigps, ^ 

Theodoric, married Audefteda, sister of Clovis, king of the Franks, 
Osiro^otha married Sigismund, of Burgundy. 

ATHALARICK. 
A.P. «0 530, 



THEODOBAT. 
A.D. m 534. 



. YITIGES— married M^tatuintk. 
A.D. 536. 

ERARIC. 
A.D. ^540. 

HILBEBALD. 



TOTILAS, 

TEJAS. 
A,». tf» 552. 



BURGUNDIANS. 



GUNTHICARIUS. 
Circa a.d. tfi 490. , 



GUNDICAR. 
Circa a.d. tt|B 440. 



autperic^Godonwr--GlJNDEVCVS.'^Gundobidd'~Gcdm(gU. 
Circa a.d. f|9 461. 



ao«WM— CHILPERIC. 



CiotUdis married Clovis^ king of the Franks. 
GODOMAR. 



Sigismundr-'GVNDOBALJy^Godomar^ 



Sigenc—SIGISMUND—Suaoigotha. 
A.D. H} 516. 
Sigismund married Osirogotha, daughter of Tkeodoric, king of the Osirogothtf 
and Suavigotha married Theodoric, king of the Franks. 

GODOMAR. 
A.D. tt 530. 
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Thiggrd-^ritUmrk-^^ACCnO^iraaFaday betrothed to TAeodobatd 
married Theodebert a.d. fjg 500. of Austrasia, but afterwards mar- 

dfAustrasia. . ried to GonftaM, of Bavaria. 
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jilbmn — AUDOIN-^married RgsaUnda, daughter of 
A.D. H} 560. JTermari/ruf, ofThuringia. 

A Daughter, name unknoWn^ALBOIN— mairried Rosatmmda, daughter /of Cwi" 

A.D. fl^ 566. mund, the king of theGepide. 

Antharu—CLEPHO. 
A.D. m 574. 

A.D. .676. 
On the death of CUpko, the nation was governed by Dakes for ten years. 

ANTHARIS— married TheodeUnda, of Bavaria. 
A.D. m 586. 

Addwald--'Oundeberga--AGlL\JhF'—msrned TheodeUnda, widow of 

A.D. f^ 588. Antharii. 

ADELWALD. 



ARIALDU3— married Qundekerga. 

Sodoald^ROTHXRlS. 
A.D. gg 643. 

RODOALD. 



Oodobert^ARlBERT^Bertarid* 



CuntJerf— BERTARID. 



BERTARID 

and . \ reign together. 
CUNIBERT 
£tii(pranif— ANSPRAND. 



Name tm^mMm—LIUTPRAND^married Gwarudit, of Bavaria. 
Hmarand—\ a.d. flU ^i^. 



HILDEBRAND. 
A.j>. ^ 744. 

RACHIS— duke of Friuli. 
A.D. fl} 749. 

AISTULPHUS, hrs brother. 
A.D. fl} 752. 

A Jhmghter, name unkown—DESIDJSRIUS. 

A.D. m 7741 " 
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FRANKS. 



CiWiforio-MEROVEUS. 
Died A.D. tt 456. 

Cfovtf^Lim^Aildif CHiLDERIC— -^i^e/Jefia, married Theodork, king of 

▲.D. f|9 457. the Ostrogoths and Italy. 

Th£odorio--aihdomir--^LOYlS^Cmdaert^Ctatadi8-'ClotMa^ 

CZovis married ChtiUUsy daughter of CkUperic of Burgundy. Theodoric married Suavigbthat 
' daughter of 5i|grJ9''><('>^ of Burgundy. Chlodomir mBLrried Gitntkeuga, Qo/iU» married 
.' .^matot*iJr,kiiigx>f the Wifdgo^, A.D. 590. Ckihariua married Radegundis, daughter 
of .Ber^AoHiw, of Thuringia. 

TheodobertTTHEODQBlC—ldng of Belgica, prima and secunda. 
A.D. m 511. 
Tkeodobert n^arried Virigerd^ daughter of WacckOy king of the Lombards. 

TAeoifoftaU— THEODOBERT, king of Belgica, prima and secunda. 
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A.D. H} 511. A.D. 534. 

CHILDEBERT, king of Paris: died without issue, 

A.D. H} 511. A.D. 558. 

Sigtbtrt^Qaribtrt — Guntram-^ChUperiXi — CLOTH ARIUS, king of Soissons— became sole 

A.i). H} 511. king, A.D. 558. 

QoOuaiui firstmanried Radegundw — secondly, Guntheuga^ widow of CModomir. 

JSo-IAa-— CLARIBERT, king of Paris : died a.d. 572. 
A.D. ^ 561. 
Bertba married JStAe^^erf, king of Kent. 

GUNTRAM, king of Orleans and Burgundy ; 
^ A.D. Hy 56L died A.D. 593. 

Firstwife,^tM2oi;era—CHILPERICt king of Soissons: killed A.D. 584. 
M9roveus-^Theodobert—Clovi8—\ a.d. ^ 561. . 

Second wife, Gailesuinthy 

Ingundia — I 
Third wife, Fredegundis, 

Chtharws2d^\ 
Chdosmnth^ChOdebert—SlGEBERT^ king of Austrasia : killed a. d. 575. 

A.D. tf0 561. 



Sigebert married BrunehUd, daughter o( jdnaihagUd, the Wisigoth ; 
and after his death she married Meroveus. 

Tkeodobert — Uieodoric — CHILDEBERT, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia, 

A.D. tl» 584. died A.D. 596. 



TKEODOBERT, king of Paris, Orleans and Austrasia : 
A.D. .^ 596. died a.d. 610. 

S^c^tfri—OkiWefter^— :CorJiM— Jf^roucwj— TH^ODORIC, king of Paris, Orleans, and Aus- 

A.D. W 590. trauia: died 611. 



FRANKS eontkued. 



SIGEBERT, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
A.i>. tK ^^^' 

CHILDEBER^, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
.L.D. H} 611. 

C0RBt7d, king of Pnris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 

A.D. m 611. 

MEROVEUS, king of Paris, Orleans, and Austrasia. 
A.D. IK 611. 

Da^o(er<~CAart6er<— CLOTH ARIUS ^d, king of Soissons. Afterwards sole 

A.D. H^ 584. king. DiedA.D. 6S8» 

Sigaert-^Chvia Si^DAGOBERT, married NaniiUU. Sole king. Died 

A.D. ^628, A.D^'fiSS. 

CHARIBERT. 



Dagobert !i<^8IGEBERT--<lled a.d. 650< 
A.D. m 638< 

ClothariUB M— CAt^tien'ci!;— TA«o<2onc— CLOVIS «d— sole king. Died a.d. 656. 

A.D. M 650. 



CHILDERIC--CLOTHARIUS 8d— and THEODORIC— reigned together. 



I 



V 



A.D. 



656. 



Daniel. ^-rChOdehert Sdr—Cloou 3d. 

CkOderic died a.d. 673 ; Clothariua 3d, a.d. 670; Theodaric a.d. 691. 

C/o/ortuf— DAGOBERT 2d, kihg of Austrasia— killed A.D. 678. 
A.D. ^ 673. 

CLOVIS 3d, possessed all the kingdom, except 
A.D. m 691. Austrasia. Died a.d. 005*' 

J>ag9bert S<i^CHILD£BERT 3d, possessed all the kingdom, exeept 

A.D. fjH 696. Austrasia. Died a.d. 711. 

Theodoric — DA60BERT Sd, possessed all the kingdom, except 
A.D. m 711. Austrasia. Died A.D. 715. 

. First wife, Plectrudis-^PEVIN, of Herstall, king of Austrasia: died 
GrimoM-^nrogo^l a.d. f|B ^^8. A.D. 714. 

Second wife, ^(j»aif, 
Ckarlei Martelr^Ckildarand—\ 

Grimotdd married Teutsinda, a Frisiau princess. 

Childeric 3i2— DANIEL or CHILPERIG 2d>-died a.d. 790. * 

^ A.D. ^ 715. 

CLOTARIUS, son of Dagobert 2d. 



'CaroUmanmu^Pqpi9t''Grifo-^HABLES MARTEI^— CAittmd, married OdOb, 

fH ' duke of Bavaria. 

Charles Martd married SunehUdy daughter of Theodebert^ of Bavaria. 

!l%09<2orfc— CHILDERIC 3dr--deposed a.d. 747. 
A.D. tt 742. 



Charkmagne^PEPia — sole king. 
A«D. M 747. 



CHARLEMAGNE. 
A.D. M 768 



iiMTONS. ' 



' » 



ROMAN INVASION. 



•i- 



. FINAL REDUCTION OP BRITAIN BY THE ROMANS. 

Ciroa a.d. 90. 

Britain wfts-governed by Military Officers appointed hj ^^ Romikli Emperors, 

till a few years before 

THE SAXON INVASION. 

A.D, 449. 



S 



THE HEPTARCHY. 



HENGIST— ^»ifc. 
A.D. fl} 457. 

» •■ 'A.9i^ 488. 

OCTA— £nii«inc. 
- A.'P* tt 518. 

A.D. fj9 538. 

ETHELBERT— £<A«»aW. 
A.D. 560. 
Ethdbert married Bertha^ daughter of dari- 
hart, king of the Franks. . 

ETHELBALD~£rcomdere. 
A.D. 616. 

XotAonu*— ERCOMBERE — E^fter/. 
A.D. tt 640. 

Wightred—EJGBERT—Eadnc, 
A.D. fH 664. 

LOTHARIUS. 
A.D. sa 673. 

EADRIC. 
A.D. M 685. 



KENT. 

WITTRED.and WABBERD, Saxon Chiefe. 
A.D. m 686. 



Ethdbert S<i— \V1GHTRED--Eail*«rl— ^Wc 
A.D. fj^ 694. 

ETHELBERT Sd. 

A.D. UJ 787. 

EADBERT. 
A.D. tt 749. 

ALRIC. 
A.D. SSi 760. . 

HEAHBERT and SIGARED. 
A.D. Its 764. 

EAGFERT. 
A.D. m 778. 

' EADBERT. 
A.D. ^ 786. 

CUTHRfiD. 
A.D. tl^ 794. 

BALDRED. 
A.D. m 805. 



CRIDA— FFIppa. 
A.D. tt 585. 

P«fMfa— WIPPA. 
A.D. Hg 593i, 

CEORL. 
A.D. Hf^ 614. 



MERCIA. 



Efike/rcrf— PENDA— FFuttAerc— Pcflifa 
A.D. ^ 687. 

PEADA. 
A.D. |fl9 655. 

OSWRY. 



A.». 



666. 



MERCIA cotUmued. 



WULTHERE— JCair€<f. 
A.o. fH 659. 

■A.o. gH 675. 

KENRED. 
A.D. in 704. 

ceolced: 

A.D. in 709. 

ETHELBALD. 
A.D. gH 719. 

BEORNRED. 
• A.p. ni 755. 

-E^«r«— OFFA. 
▲.D. m 756. 

EGFERT. 



A.D. 



796. 



JEmmIm^— KENWUI«F« 

A.D. m ''^^^ 

KENELM.* 

A.p. m ^1^* 

KEOLWULF. 
A.D. m 820. 

BEORNWULF. 

A.D. m ^1* 

LUDICAN. 

A.D. m ^^* 

WITHLAF. 
A.D. <te 825« 

BERTWULF. 
A.D. m 8S9. 

BURHED. 
A.D. M 859. 



NORTHUMBERLAND. 



BERNICJji. 

(Tbat is, the country between the Tweed and 

Edinburgh. 

Oida-^lDA^Theodoric^JEthdric. 
A.D. m 547. 

ODD A. 

A.D. fn ^^* 

CLAPPA. 

A.D.' m ^^• 

THEODWULF. 

A.D. m ^7^- 

FREOTHWULF. . 
A.D. m 572. 

THEODOUIC. 
A.D. 0} 579. 

^M«2/nd[<-^TH£LRIC. 
A.D. «i 588. 



DEIMA. 

(That is the country betweep the Tweed mad 
the Humber.) 

MLLA^Eimm. 
A.D. ni 559. 



EDWIN. 
A.D. ft^ 589. 



EANFRED. 
A.D. tt 634. 



Eunfrid^MTHELFnW'-'Oswald'^Oswy. 
A.D. m 593. 

EDWIN, restored. 
A.D. m 617. 

J OSRIC— Ocirte. 

I A.D. IB ^^* 
OSWALD. 
A.D. tt 635. ^ 



* The kings, from Kenelm down to Burhed, were tributaries to Egbert, king of 
tEe West Saxons. . . . . « 



NORTHUMBERLAND cofil^ntfed 



BBMMCJU. 

iuD. m 649. 



OSWIN, alain by Pwjf. ^ 



£|[/Hd— OSWY,' sole kkig--4(/r«rf. 
A.D. f|9 651. 

EGFRID. 
A.D.m 670. 

" A.D. fH 685. 

OSRED. 
A.D. m 705. 

KENRED. 
A.D. m 716. 

OSBIC. 
A.D. flU 718. 
* CEOLWULF. 
A.D. fB 729. 

EGBERT— Oaiwi//. 
A.D. Il^ 737. 

OSWULF. 
A.D. HI 751. 

ETHELWARD— JBM«fr«rf. 
A.D. flU 759. 

ALURED— 0«rcd 2rf. 
A.D. tt 765. 

etheLred. 

A.D. 774. , . 

ALPWOLD- 

A.D. tt '^'^3- 

OSRED 2d. 
A.D. tt '78^- 
ETHELRED* restored. 
A.D. 79a 

OSBALD. 
A.D. fB 794. 

EARDULF. 
AJD. M 795. 



r%?ii*— UFFA. 

A.D. fH 575.. 

JZedwaW— TITYLUS. 
A.D. m 578. 

foTjpenwald— REDWALD. 
A.D. tt 593. 



EAST ANGLES- 



EARPENWAjLD. 
A.D. fgf 509. 
«IGEBERT. 
A.D. 9 636- 

EGRIC. 
A4>« m 638. 



1 



SJIgT Alt&L'ES cmiinuti. 



A.D. H} 643. 
jreM»^J2ki0tt{/~CTHEl!THER--i£//«o2(f. 

ETHELWALD— EfAefrcd. 
A.D. fH 666. 

ALDIVULF. 
A.D. m 664. 



A.D^ g| ^3, , . 

BKORNE. '"• ' 
A.D. fH 690. 

ETHELR£D^£<A<a0rf. 

A.D. fH 714. 

ETHELBERT. 
A.D. M 740. 



SOUTH SAXONS. 



iELLA— Cis^a. 
A.D. fl} 491, 

CISSA. 
A.D. H} 515. 

ATHELWALD. 
A.D. «fiO 618. 



BERTUN and AUTUN. 



ALDWIN. 

A.D. W 725. 



EAST SAXONS. 

ERCHENWIN. 
A.D. fl} 527. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. H^ 

SAICHELM. 
A.D. KH 535. 

A.D. l/jg 587. 

, SEBERT. 
A.D. IB 596. 

SEX RED, SEWARD, and SIGEBERT. 
A.D. H^ 617. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. fSS 623. 



SIGEBERT— Selrcif. 
A.D. H} 648. 

SWITHELM. 
A.D. ^ 660. 

Cjiffa— SIGHERUS and SEBBA. 
A.D. ^ 663. 

SIEGHARDUS and SWENFREDUS. 
A.D. g| 693. 

OFFA. 
A.D. Hg 700. 

SELRED. 
A.D. fl} 709. 

SWITHRED. 
A.D. K} 746. 



WEST SAXONS. 

CERDIC— Qmrt'c. • 

A.D. fjs did* I 

CYNRIC— Cfeowlwi. 
A.D. 534. 

CEAWLIN. 
A.D. fJS 560. 

CEOLRIC. 
A.D. t£ 591. 

CEOLWULPH. 
A.D. Hf^ 597. 

CYNEGILSUS— £«M»a2e. 

A.D. m 611. 

CWICHELM. 
A.D. fH 613. '■• 

KENEWALE—^sibwtn. 
A.D. m 643. 

SAXBURGIA, his queen. 
A.D. tfH 672. 

iESKWIN. 
a:d. m 674i 



CENTWIN. 
A.D. tt 676. 

CEADWALLA. 
A.D. m 685. 

INA. 
A.D. 09 688. 

^THELHEARDUS. 
A.D. IK 728. 
CUTHRED. 
A.D. H} 741. 

SIGEBERT. 
A.D. fH 754. 

CYNEWULPH. 
A.D. Hy 755. 

BRIHTRIO. 
A.D. ^ 784. 

EGBERT. 



A.D. 



802; 



Became king of all England, 
. A.D. 820. 



IHEGOTHS^ 



V. 



OSTROGOTH A4 
A.D. m 244. 






CNIVA. 
A.D. tt 249 



. ARIARIC 
A.D. tt9 S33 



GEBBRIC. 
A.D. tt 334 



: ii 



Here the Nation U dhidedinte OSTROGOTHS and WIS [GOTHS. 

ir#Aertc^£RM ANERIC, king of the Ostrogoths. 
A.D. M 354. 



WITHERIC. 
A.D. M S7d'. 



ATHANARIC, king of the Wisigothi. 
A.d: ^ 367. 
, Died 382. ' 



Theodoric^ Ah AmC. 
A.D. ij} 395. 



ATU ALPH — married the princess PUtddia, daagh« 
A.D. U} 414. ter of tJie emperor JTieodoshu, 



SINGERIC. 

A.D. m 415. 

CONSTANTIUS— married tha 



.-V 



\ 



WISIGOTHIC StyGDOUt IN SPAIN. 

WALLIA. 
A.D. M 480. or ThoTiamiauL 



One DoMghUr of Theodorie was married to HunnoriCtVin^ of the Vandals, and the other' 

to R€chiariu8j king of Suevi. 

THRASIMUND. 
A.B. M 453. 



THEODORtC. 
/ A«D. H^ 454. 

urftoric— EURICU& 
A.D. m 462. 

OeioUc-^Afndlarick-^AhARlC — ^married TheudigothA, daughter of 
a natural son. a.d. fH 484. TAeoiloric (the Ostrogoth) of Ital^. 

GESALIC. . . 



THEODORIC, the Ostrogoth, governs as Guardian to AMALARICK, his griindaoii. 

AMALARICK— married ClotOdU^ daughter of Cbotr, 
A.D. m 530. king of the Franks. 

TUEUDIS, or THEUDES, succeeds on failure of the 
A.D. ^531. Royal Line. 

THEUDISCUS. 
A.D. ^ 548. 

AGILA. 
A.D. tf9 549. 



BrimeAi/<2--ATHANAGILD— Gat^uin/A. 

A.D. 549. 

BrunthUd married Sigtbert^ king of the Franks, and GaUesunUh married 

. CMlperic, king of the Franks. 

LIVOA. 
\ ' A.D. H} 567. 

Hermenegild — LEGVIGILD, brother of JLivoa — Recearedux. 



HermenegUd married IngundiSy daughter of Sig^erty king of the Franks, 

or of ChUperiCj his brother. 

RECCAREDUS, married Ingundis. 
A.D. ^ 586. 

FavUa, duke of Cantabria— CHINDASUINTH— 2%«id«/red, duke of Cordova. 

I — Sodetic, 



^«isa— ENICO. 
I WITIZA. 



I RODERIC. 

^ killed A.D. m^ 711. 






\ ' 



VANDALS. 



VISUMAR. 

Gimilerfc— GODEGESILUS— Gmferte. 
A.b. m 400. 



GUNDERIC. 
A.D. m 406. 



Omuo-^ESSERlC-'Hwimonc. 
I , A.D. 1^ 488. 

Hilderic-AiVNNOmC^Name unknown. 
A.D. H} 477. I 

Hoamet — I — Edemer, 
HmmH c married— first, a daughter of Jluodoiri^ king of the WiBigotfas, and geoondly, 

Eudoda, daughter of FaimUtnm the 3d. 

GUNDAMUND. 
A.D. m 484. 

THRASIMUND— married jinuOafrid, sister of Tkeo- 
A.D. f^ 496. daric, king of the Ostrogoths. 

HILDERIC. 
A.D. m 523. 

GELIMER. 
Circa a.d. m 530. 



THURINGIANS. 



BaWcric— Jff«rmfln/Hd— BASINUS— JJtfrMflrtiM 

Circa A.D. ^ 457. | 

Radagundis married Clotarnts U/, king of the Franks. 



^ma2a/ru^^HERMANFRID— iZosa&itfa. 
is deposed 
Circa a.d. ^ 511. 

' Hermanfiid married Amalaberg, niece of TheodoHc, king of the Ostrogoths. 

RosaJxnda married Audom, king of the Longobards. 

Amalafirid became a general in the service of JusiinioH* 



X 



BAVARIANS. 



TkeodoUnda^ married— GARIBALD—GiimloaM, duke of Asti, in Italy. 
Anthans^ king of the Longobards. a.d. Hy 511. 

G4tribald married Waldrada, daughter of Waccho, king of the Longobards. 

GaribaU 2d— THRASSILO. 
'a.d. IH 542. 

GARIBALD 2d. 
A.D. 609. 

THEODO 1st. 
A.D. «» 640. 



7AM4fo6er<— THEODO 2d.— l^<2e»aiif^GH^aU. 
I A.D. 680. 

' liu§b^t — ' — Guntrudis — SunehUd, 
fiunirudis married Liut frond, king of the Longobards, and 
StmeikUd married ChmrU$ Martd. 

HUEBERT. 
A.D. M 725. 



Tkrmsilo 2i{—ODILO— married C/UI/nuf, daughter of 

CharUs Murtel, 



THRASSILO 2d. 
A.D. m 748. 



A SUMMARY 



OPTBB 



HISTORY OF TBE DARKER AGES. 



/ 



CHAP. I. 

Qeneral Sketch of Roman and Barbarian 

History. 

AT the remote period of six centuries 
prior to the Christian aera, the northern and 
central parts of the continent of Europe were 
inhabited by four distinct classes of bar- 
barians ; the Gauls^ Germans^ Sarmatians, 
and Scythians. Of these, the former oc- 
cupied that tract of country which extends 
in breadth from the English Channel to the 
Rhine, and in length from Holland to the 
Pyrenees ; comprehending within its limits 
the larger portion of modem Prance. 
>Gaul, subsequently to the conquest of it by 
the Romans; was divided inta BelgtCj con- 
taining those provinces bounded on the 
north by Holland, and known at present as 
the Netherlands; Lugdunensis or Celtic 
Craul, comprizing the country which lies 
between the rivers Seine, Loire, Rhone, 
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and Saone-^namely^ Bretagne, Normandy, 
Orleanois, Maine, part of Burgundy, and 
the adjacent districts; Aquttania, which 
extended from the Loire to the Pyrenees ; 
and Narhonensis, which contained Dau- 
phine^ Lunguedoe, Roussillon, and Pro- 
vence, and extended in length from the 
source of the river Dordogne, which falls 
into the sea near Boiirdeaux, to the fron- 
tiers of Spain, and from Valence, a city 
near the Rhone, to Nice, on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. 

Among the Gauls may also b^ num- 
bered the Celtiberians, or inhabitants 0f 
the northeirn parts of Spain, whose name 
is. supposed to have been derived from tbe 
circumstance of a tribe of Celtic Gauls 
emigrating to the banks of the Ebro> or 
Iberus^ as it was then called, and uniting 
the title of the river witji that of the nation^ 

Tlje territory inhabited by the Germans, 
w€is bituated between- the Rhine and the 
Vistula : it was bounded on the north by 
the Baltic sea, and on the tsouth by tke 
Danut^e, and contained the modem states 
of Germany, Prussia, and part of Pcdand« ; 

The Sarmatians had their residence Ifi 
those immense districts which extend m 
breadth from the Vistula to tjie Volga, and 
in length, from the Baltic to the frontiers of 
Hungary* . i 



The particular residence of the Scv^ 
THiAvs has uot been accurately aficertained; 
it is only known that they occupied, the 
extreme ver^e of Russia in Europp^ ai\4 
extended fax into Tartary, Mention is 
seldom made of them in early history^ but 
there is not £tny doubt that the majority of 
their tribes were of Tartar extraction; drivea 
at various periods from the eastern parta of 
Asia by the pressure of other mor^ powerfoi 
hordes^ or compelled by increodin^ popular 
tion and the want of pasture to search fox 
new abodes. The principal circumstance 
which has occasioned the history of thei^ 
nations to be enveloped in obscurity, is, that 
they were sunk in ignorancei and destitute of 
writers to record their origin : the Romanfiu 
therefore^ who knew them only as biirbar 
rians, without distinction of tribe or jre^ 
dence, perpetuated their memory as fero- 
cious enemies, and applied to them indis- 
criminately the names of Scythians and 
Sarmatians. 

From the heM; iniformationj howevier, 
e^ctant on the subject, it may be coUeeted 
that the four graiul divisions of barbariaim, 
Gauls, G«rman«f, Sarmatians^ and ScythtawA, 
although placed under separaite deaomi- 
nations^ were descended from twp oiiginal 
sources. To judge by thair manners, 
customs/ and religion, the Gauls, Ger- 

a2 



niaiiB> and Saraiatians^ composed one class, 
and the Scythians^ another : or if it be 
permitted to entertain a fiethciful idea> and 
to assume that of the sons of Noah^ Shem 
was the father of^ Asia;, and Japhet of 
Europe^ the Scythians^ according to this 
hypothesis^ will be Asiatics^ aiid the Gauls^ 
Oermans^ and Sarmatians^ Europeans. In 
support of the assertion^ it maybe remarked^ 
that the natives of Denmark^ Germany, 
Norway, Prussia, France, and Sweden, bore 
evidently, in the early ages, traces of a 
common origin. By nature they were a 
waiklering people, subsisting on the milk 
arid flesh of their cattle, which they retained 
in considerable numbers, and seldom culti- 
vating the ground, because they were under 
4he necessity of removing their tents fre- 
quently for the purpose of obtaining new 
pasture for their herds. Their dress was 
composed of the skins of animals, either do- 
mestic or such as, had been killed in the 
forest but their women afterwards learned 
the art of weaving coarse linen, which 
afforded them more durable and convenient 
garments. The men were addicted to war, 
and perpetually engaged in making incur- 
sions on the possessions of their neigh- 
bours, or in controversies with each other. 
Their offensive and defensive weapons con- 
sisted of sp^rs, darts, and shields, and they 



fought on foot^ as the Germans generally; 
prefer to do at the present day. The fe- 
males were Virtuous, and devoted them- 
selves to the labours of the household, and 
in time of war, attended their husbands, 
fathers, and brothers, to the field, where 
they occupied themselves in aiding th^ 
wounded, and not unusually in attacking tHa 
enemy. The Priests or Druids were the 
depositories of the traditions of the nation : 
they treasured up in memory the exploits of 
their bravest warriors, and on public festi- 
vals excited the people to emulation by 
repeating, in national songs, the achieve- 
ments of their reputed heroes. They wor- 
shipped the Sun and inferior planets, in 
groves, as did the idolaters of Palestine, 
and in imitation of their barbarous example, 
occasionally immolated human victims on 
the altars of the Beings to whom they paid 
adoration. They appear to have been 
impatient of liberty, each tribe living 
under the guidance of its peculiar chief, 
and the nation submitting to the controul 
of a common leader in seasons of danger 
only, when the most esteemed warrior was 
elevated to that station on the same princi- 
ple on which, in similar cases, the Romans 
united in the choice of a Dictator. The 
continuance, however, of the power of this 
general was coeval only with the eveiit 



.^' 



wJbich occasioned his election^ and on tha 
ierminatioii of the war, he retired again 
into the.bosom of the nation. With regarc? 
to their legal institutions, it is conjectured 
tliat justice was administered by persons 
felad with requisite authority^ and chosien, 
at stated jperiods, in a general assembly of 
the people, and this surmise is founded on 
the distinction made by the Romans, in 
alluding to the public oflS[cers of the Ger- 
Jtiians, between Reges and Duces. Th^ 
i^armatians^ however, who were the ancient 
ih)iabitants of Polaikd, were led by their 
Vicinity to the Scythia ns> to adopt many of 
their customs, and on that account they 
are frequently, but inaccurately, supposed " 
to he of Asiatic origin. Their camps were 
moveable, and their wives and children 
were conveyed from place to place in wag- 
gons drawn by oxen. The men were gene- 
rally clothed in furs, and their weapons 
were bows, arrows, long lances, and dag- 
gers* They neither fought nor travelled 
on foot^ but constantly rode on horseback, 
and in war or on journies, led a spare 
horse with them in case of accident, tint 
this semblance of distinction between the 
Germans and Sarmatians is easily recon- 
ciled, by remembering that an equal difier- 
ence existed between the Poles and Ger- 
mans in mdre recent times : the native of 
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Polan^^ to use the eii^pir^ssioii of 91 cejier 
brated writer, deviated , from the swarthy 
Tartar without attaining the fair complexiop 
of the German,, and theuji as now, formed 
the connecting link bet^jreen the A^i^tig and 
the European. A question has krisien wh^- 
tiier the Muscovites are of Sarmatian or 
Scythian extraction : the probability is th^^t 
*they are descendants of the ancient Moschj^ 
^. tribe of Huns or Tartars, who inhabited 
the country which lies between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian^ and is at present dis- 
tinguished by the name o>f Georgia. Thqy 
are imagined to have emigrated subsequent- 
ly to Kiow or Kiev, on the river Dnieper, 
and thence to Moscow, to which lat(er 
place they gave their name. 

But the majority of the Russian people 
are said to be descendants of the Sclavo- 
nians, by which name the Sarmatians be- 
came generally known in the reign of the 
Emperor Justinian. In aid of this suppo- 
sition, historians affirm that the Sclavonian 
language is spoken, in its native purity, in 
Bosnia : that the Polish dialects still retain 
traces of it, and that the language of the 
Venedi, a principal branch of this wander- 
ing nation, is yet preserved in Stiria, Ca- 
rinthia, and Camiola. 

For the better comprehension of the 
events narrated in the following pages, it is 
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B. C. 57«. 



requisite to mention that the seyeral states 
conquered by the Romans at various per 
riods of history, were annexed to the em- 
pire under the title of Provinces, and go- 
verned by military law. The provinces in 
Europe were, %>ain: Upper and Lower 
Gennany, consisting of the whole range pf 
country from 'Leyden in Holland, to Be^le 
on the frontiers of Switzerland, including 
the provinces of Gaul : Rhoetia, or Vinde- 
Ucia, of the districts from the Alps to the 
Danube, viz . Bavaria, Augsburg, the Ty- 
rol, and the Grisons : Noricum and Panno- 
nia, of Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Camiola^ 
Lower Hungary, and Croatia : Masia, of 
Servia and Bulgaria : and Dacia, qf Upper 
Hungary, Transylvania, Wallachia, and 
Moldavia. Lower Germany was garrisoned 
by two military legions ; Upper Germany, 
by three ; Spain, Rhaetia and Noricum, each 
by one;^ Pannonia, by four; Massia, by 
three; and Dacia, by two; in number, 
jseventeen. 

About six centuries before the Christian 
aera^ Ambigatus, one of the kings of Gaul, 
dismissed his nephews, Bellovesus and Sigo- 
vesus, in search of their respective fortunes: 
the latter established himself in Germany, 
and the former in the north of Italy. Nearly 
at the same period the Phasnicians, a nation 
settled on the eastern shores of the M edi- 



te;rranean/andi celebrated for fjieir courage 
and proficiency in navigation^ established 
colonies on the southern coasts of Spain^ 
and having there discovered valuable gold 
and silver mines^ compelled the natives 
to dig their rich contents. Prom these 
sources they drew incredible wealthy insor 
much that a silver mine^ in the neighbour- 
hood of Carthagena^ is said to hdve pro- 
duced annually to the invaders a quantity 
of precious metal> equal in value to three 
liundred |;housand pounds of English mo- 
ney at the currency of tbe present day. 
By some it is^ indeed^ asserted that the 
Phaenicians were acquainted witii Spain at 
an earlier period^ and founded Cadiz one 
thousand years prior to the Christian aera^ 
but it is more probable that the country 
was not colonised until the conclusion of 
the seventh century before Christ, when that 
enterprising people sailed along the coasts 
of Africa on a voyage of discovery, at the 
instance of Nechos, king of Egypt, 

During the exile of Camillus, the Ga^ils, b. C. 380, 
uiider the command of Brennus, their 
general or king, descended in vast numbers 
from the northern parts of Italy, and being 
reinforced by several German tribes, inun- 
dated the Roman territories. They pillaged 
the imperial city, massacred the senate, and 
would have gained possession of the Capir 
tdl, Ijad not Camillus opportunely appeared 
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fit the head of an army^ and drbr^n the in* 
vaders out of Rome with ioindense slaughter, 

B.C. 334. At the expiration gf.one hundred and 
ihirty yeare, the memory of this defeat was 
entirely obliterated from the mind^ of the 
barbarians^ and they a^in invaded Italy^ 
but with similar n^isfortune : their num^rou^ 
tribes were defeated: they were drivei) 
across the Po, and the greater portion of 
those who escaped the swprd^ became vic- 
tims to the watery element. About ^ 

B. C. 100. century previous to the Christian cera^ Italy 
was tlireateued with a more formidable 
attack by the Cimbri and Teutones, nations 
then re»dent in Denmark and its islands^ 
and a destructive war ensued which conti- 
nued eight years. These barbarians assem- 
l[)led in arms to the number of five hundred 
thousand men^ including auxiliary tribei; of 
Gauls and Germans^ encountered and de- 
feated the Romans on the banks of the 

Bi, C. 105. Rhone, and rushed into Italy with the vio- 
lence of ^ torrent . 5 

At this seasoi^ of danger, Caius Marius 
was^ appointed to the command of the 
Roman armies, and this celebrated general, 
after carrying on a defensive war with the 
enemy for several years, happily terminate^ 
the contest by the destruction of the Teu- 
tones in a pitched battle, in which, accord- 
itjg to the Roman historians^ two hundred 
thousand of the enemy were destroyed, and 



ninety ^ousatid taken prhoners. Follow-^ 

\ng the tide o£ success, he then attacked the 

Cimbri in the neighbourhood of Aix in ^•*'* ^^^* 

Provence^ (a district afterwards «o called 

in Qonsequence of being annexed by Gassar 

to the Roman state as a Province J and gave 

them a signal defeat^ in which their loss^ in- 

icluding prisoners^ is said to have amounted 

to more than one hundred and fifty thou* 

sand men. . • 

These successive defeats appalled the 
hearts of the barbarians : the destruction 
of such multitudes annihilated their poU^ 
tical strength, and they did not venture 
to appear in arms against their conquerors .1 

for the space of half a century. Sub- 
sequently to these events^ the Romans 
axe found actively engaged in extending 
their territories, and on the nomination of p ^^ 55^ 
Julius Caesar to the command of their Julius Caesar 
armies^ he determined to subdue Gaul^ and 
afterwards to conquer Britain. With this 
view^ he marched into the former country 
with a numerous and well appointed army, 
and finding on his arrival that it was dis- 
tracted by a war then raging between the 
Seqiiani and iEdui^ Gallic tribes, he sup- 
ported and encouraged the latter^ and by 
artfully fomenting the differences of the 
contending parties, kept the war alive till 
the exhausted country became an easy 
prey to his ambition. Caesar continued to 
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administer the affairs of Gaul several years^ 
and amongst other precautionary measures 
adopted to keep the people in subjection^ 
employed his army during that period in 
building: strong fortresses on the banks of 
the Rhine. 
B. C. M. On the commencement of the war' with 
Pompey^ Caesar resigned the command of 
Gaul and returned to Rome^ having pre- 
viously enlisted in his service a consider- 
able number of German and (xallic troops^ 
and invited the leading chiefs of those 
nations to a(fcompany him in his expedi* 
tJon. 

A* ^Vt*^* ^" *^® death of Caesar/ Augustus suc- 
"^ * ceeded to the government of Rome^ and 
commenced his career by an expedition 
against the Sicambri^ a people of Germany; 
then under the command of a chief, named 
Melo, and having reduced them to subjec- 
tion, he placed them in the westiem pro- 
vinces of Gaul; During this reign the 

IB. C. 15. Romans made japid advances amongst the 
barbarous nations. Austria became a Rod- 
man province, under the title of Noricum : 
the Rhasti and Yindelici, nations residing 
in the Tyrol, and the bishopric of Augs- 
burg, were subdued by the Roman gene- 
rals, Drusus and Tiberius, arid the Grisons, 
the Tyrol, Augsburg, and Bavaria, were 
annexed to the empire under the names df 

B. C. }% Rhaetia or Vindelicia. Tiberius also sub- 



4ucd Pannonia, which comprehended Croa- ' j 

tia^ Carniola^ Styria^ Bosnia^ part of Servia ^ 

and of the modern kingdom of Hungary^ 
and Drasus completed the triumph by the 
conquest of the northern barbarians^ who 
then inhabited the country between the 
rivers Ems and Weser. Eight years before B, C. 8. 
the Christian aera^ Maroboduus, king of the 
Marcomanuij a German nation on the 
Banks of the river Neckar, near Stutgard, . 

marched at the head of his people into the 
country of the Bojii^ or Bohemia, and hav- 
ing expelled them, took up his residence 
there, and the Boii crossed the Danube^ 
and established themselves on the banks of * 

the ^iver Inn. Several tribes of the Hel- 
vetii, who inhabited Switzerland, and of 
the Sequani, who resided in Franche 
Compte, a province of France, occupied ; 
the country which the Marcomanni had 
left, and became known by the name of the 
Alemanni. 

At this period, the Romans turned tlieir B. C, s. 
arms against the Longobardi, a German 
nation, who are supposed to have resided 
near Brandenburgh, in Prussia, and an 
army, under the command of Tiberius^ 
conquered their country. But the impe- 
rial arms afterwards sustained a severe loss a. d. lo, 
in the destruction of Quintilius Varus, the 
Proconsul, and several legions, who fell in 
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a general revolt of the Germans, headed by 
their leader Armioius. 

A. D. 14. On the death of Augustus, Tiberius be- 
came emperor, and Germanicus being ap- 
pointed general, retrieved the honour of his 
country by the defeat of Arminius and the 
subjugation of the people of Holland, then 
known by the. name of Batavl, for which 
exploits he was honoured with a triumph 

A. D. 17. at Roftie. After the return of Germanicus, 

a^ar broke out between Maroboduus and 

Arminius and other native chiefs, in the 

4 course of which Maroboduus resigned hi^ 

command, and was succeeded by Vanning, 

A. D. 19 .and Arminius being dispatched by poison, 
peace was restored, and Germany continued 
in tranquillity for several years. 

A. D. 37. Tiberius was succeeded by Caligula, wh6 

^ ^' made an expedition into Gaul, but returned 

.without achieving any conquest, and on 

^imid^^' the deatli of Caligula, the reins of govern, 
ment were assumed by Claudius, who 
undertook an expedition into Britain, and 

A. D. 43. reinforced his army by the addition of 
a body of German auxiliaries. 
During this reign, the Chauci, by whom 
' ' the couiitry near Bremen was inhiabited, 

invaded Lower Germany, but were de- 
feated by Corbulo, the Roman Lieutenant^ 
who is ^d to have founded the city of 
Groningen, in North Holland. The Catti 
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also^ a Oerman nation^ residing near Hiesse 
Cassel^ and Ancestors of the modern Hes- 
siians, invaded tipper Germany, and met 
Virith a similar fate at the hands of L, 
Pomponius/ another of the Roman ge- 
nerals 

* . ■ - ^ ) 

On the decease of Claudius, Nero sue- A. D. 54. 
ceeded to the throne, and on his deaths ^^''^' 
Oalba, who was assassinated . within the a. D. 68. 
space of twelve months from the time of^a'*«>OMo 
his accession, and succeeded by Otho. * ^^^ "'' 
Vitellius at that time commanded the army 
on the Rhine, and being proclaimed Em- 
peror by the soldiers, marched towards 
Rome. In his progress he was met by 
Otho, who offered him battle^ in conse- 
quence of which an engagement tookplaeef/ 
and Otho was defeated and slain. 

In the following year, Vespasian was A. D. 69. 
induced to aspire to the throne, and being ^^V^^* 
then in the east, instigated Claudius Civilis, 
and Julitis Classicu^, Batavian chiefs in the 
Roman service, to rebel against Vitellius, 
and create a diversion against him on (he 
Upper Rhine. This stratagem answered 
for the time, but the Batavian leaders were 
not inclined, after the death of Vitellius and 
the accessioil of Vespasian, to resign the / 
Advantages they had gained, and continued 
to pi^osecute the war for the purposes of 
their own emolument, which they were 
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enabled to do the more effeetadly, in con- 
sequence of having trained the JSatavians 
to arms after the Rom^n fashion. Cerialis^ 
the Roman general^ was then ordered to 
reduce them to submission^ and he ac- 
cordingly drew the legions together^ and 

.. marched against CiviUs. The latter by 

way of retaliation^ destroyed several of the 
Roman forts on the Rhine^ but being at- 

\ ,, tacked and defeated by Cerialis^ retired 
into Holland^ and caused the country to be 
inundated. Cerialis followed him^ and a 
sea-fight took place between the Batavi 
and Romans at the (nouth of the Maes^ 
which ended in a drawn battle ; after which 
the Romans finding it difficult to proseciU» 
the war in that remote country, offered terms 
of peace, which Civilis accepted and re- 
. turned to his allegiance. 
, 4. D* 79. On the death of Vespasian, he. was sue* 

A. D.'^si! ^^^^^^ "^y ^^ s^^ Titus, and the latter, 
IX(M9ifiefan. after a reign of two years, by Domitian. 
. With the exception of a trivial war be- 
tween the Catti and Chariomer, king of the 
Chemsii, in which the latter was defeated, 
Germany appears to have remained in 
tranquillity for some years, and several of 
the barbarian chiefs were induced to visit 
Rome, amongst whom were Masyas, king 
of the Semnones, a nation residing on 
the banks of the Elbe, and Ganna, a cele- 
brated auguress. The peace was, however. 
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*bit>ken Ky the -Suevii A nation situated /^« D. 85* 
between the Oder and the Elbe, who made 
incursions into Pannonia^ whilst L. Antd^- 
niiis, a Rotnan lieutenant^ added to the ^ 

.confusion by revolting against the empe- 
ror^ and Decebahis, king of the Daei, 
by whom Hungary and the adjacent dis- A* D. is. 
tricts were then inhabited^ availed himself 
.of the opportunity to make war upon 
Domitian. These difficulties were met 
and overcome by the resolution of the 
emperor: the Suevi were repelled, Anto- 
wus defeated/and Decebalus persuaded to 
enter into a treaty of peace. 

After a reign of fifteen years^ Domitian A.D. M. 
was put to death, and succeeded by Nerva, ''^^ 
and he, having reigned two years, by a. d. tm^ 
Trajan. The latter monarch renewed the Trajan. 
war against the Daci, and after a reso- 
lute but unavailing defence, Decebalus de^ '- 
stroyed himself, and Dacia became a Ro* 
man province, in commemoration of which 
«vent, a triumphal column, known by the 
name of Trajan*Sv pillar, was erected at A. D. 114. 
Rome. The vacancy in the empire occa- 
sioned by the death of Trajan, was filled by ^^ j^- ^^^^ 
Adrian, who took a survey of the Roman Adrian. 
provinces^ and founded several • towns on 
each side of the Danube for the better 
preservation of tranquillity, and amongst 

B ■ ■ 



18 



/.I 



/T A 



iptli^ Juyf^yia^ rH 0i)Ly: in Austria^ oq -thfe 

.banks of the River Inn, on the site K]f 

.ivhich Salzbargh now stands. , 

A. D. 138., Adrian wp.s succeeded, by Antoninus 

^"p^"'.Pius, who reigned for many years in peace, 

A.D. 161. ^nd.. at his. deaths ]V][arGUS Aurelius; who 

^%Jg^"- had married his daughter Faustina, aad 

becotpe his ^spciate in the einpire^ as^ 

sumed thje entire administration of affiiin». 

About this pertodj, the Catii passed the 

.Rhine in considerable force, and invaded 

Germany^ hn% wer^ repelled by Di^ius 

(«l^ulianus^ a Roms^n General stnd afieri^ 

wards a candidate for the imperial dignitjoi 

ArD. i03.In the ensuing year a war broke ont utith 

the Parthians, and AureUus b^ing deeply 

engaged in, it, fhp Marcomanni and se vend 

.other Grerman nations took advantage iOi 

the opportqnity to 0ross the Danube^ and 

A. D. i65.,approach, the south. The Parthian, war, 

hpwever, wa^ ; brought to a successful 

.conclusion, and Aurelius^ togelther wiih 

L. yerus.Yeriks,^ whom he had allowed to partiGi> 

pa^ in the sovereign power^. turned their 

a,rrns against the. GerinaQs> and after ^a 

A. D. i70.4e^ultory warfare of five years, duiaag 

which Verus died, the ^barbarians were 

totally defeated and driven across thf 

Danube. But the desire of invasion .had 

not wholly subsided; a general insurrec^ 

A.D. i74.tion of the German nations took place^ 
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amongst whom the Quadi^ inhabitants of^ 
Moravia, the Jazyges, residing on the banks 
of the Dniester, and the Marcomanni/ 
were the most conspicuous. This contest- 
continued for the space of three years,' 
during which Rhsetia, comprehending Ba- 
varia, the Tyrol, and Grisons, was oceupiied 
by the enemy, but Aurelius, assisted by 
Pompeianus, who had married his daugh- 
ter Lucilla, and Pertinax, afterwards em- 
peror, prosecuted the war with such vigour^ a. b. 177.' 
that Rhaetia was recovered from the invaders 
after a series of splendid victories, and the- 
confederates constrained to sue for^peace* 
Their petition was granted on condition 
that they were not to approach the Rhine, 
and in order to secure their observance of 
the treaty, Aurelius took their principal 
youths as hostages, enlisted them in the 
Roman armies, and sent them into Britain. 
Two years after, a feeble attempt wasA. DM7d. 
made by the Marcomanni to invade Italy, 
but they were expelled by Aurelius, who 
advanced as far as Vienna, and died at that ^^ j^^ |g^ 
place. Conlmodus succeeded to the im^ Commodtti. 
perial dignity, and prosecuted the war with ' 

success similar to that of his predecessor, 
and compelled the barbarians to solicit a* 
renewal of the general peace. 

The attention of the historian is hence- A. D. ^isu 

B 2 
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forth occupied for the space jof nearly 
seventy years^ with the internal dissentions 
of the iRomans^ during which the German 
nations, fearful of a repetition of the cala* 
mities they had suffered^ remained silent, 
spectators of the various contests for power, 
A. D. 1 w. Commodus was assassinated about eleven 
^ ** years after his accession^ and on his decease 
Pertinax^ chosen emperor, but he being 
destroyed *; by the soldiers, a war arose 
A,D. 207. between Didius Julianus, Pescennius Ni- 
*^^^'ger, Albinus, and Septimius Severus, com- 
* mander of the Roman army in Pannonia, 
which terminated in the destruction of all 
the comjietitors, except the latter. 
A. D. 211. On the death of Severus, his sons Cara- 
Caramlia. ^^Wo^ and Gcta, ascended the throne : Geta 
A- D. 212. was assiissinated by his brother in the 
following year, and Caracalla in turn ex- 
A. D. 2i7.perienced a similar fate at the hands of Ma- 
Macrinus, crinus. The reign of this emperor was of 
A D 218 ^^^^^ duration : he was destroyed by 
' /j7e//oca-Heliogabalus> and the latter being killed 
. ^*?^i'by his soldiers, was succeeded by Alex- 

A« D* 222. „ "^ 

^fc«anr/er ander Severn^. 

""Severus. goon after, the Germans invaded Gaul, 

and Severus marched against them at 

the head of a numerous army, but the 

troops revolted, put him to death, and pro- 

A* D. 235. claimed Maximin, the second in command, 

'^"'*"' emperor in his stead. Maximin prosecuted 
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the war with unrelenting fury: advanced 

into the centre of Germany^ wasted the 

country for the space of four hundred miles 

with fire and sword, and received from his 

soldiers the reward of his cruelty on the. 

plains he had ravaged. He was killed in 

his tent, and succeeded in the empire by ^' 5^^^* 

Marcus Antonius Africanus Gordianus, Oordians, 

Proconsul of Africa, and his son of the 

same name, who had been chosen a few 

weeks prior to the death of Maximin, by 

the people of that province, governor of 

Mauritania. They, however, died within 

a very short period after their election, 

8(.nd the Senate nominated* Maximus Pu- 

pienus and Balbinus, in their stead. But 

their reign was equally limited in duration : 

they were successively put to death by the ^^ jy^ ^^g^ 

people in the same year, and Gordianus (jBiTheyoungfir 

grandson of Marcus Antonius Gordianus,) ^^''**^ 

assumed the reins of government. During 

these scenes of anarchy and bloodshed, the ' 

Pranks and Goths were occupied in concen- 

imting their wandering tribes into national 

masses, and silently descending from their 

abodes in the north of Europe : the former . 

io the western, and the latter to the eastern 

banks of the Danube. 

Not long after the accession of Gordian, 
Sapor, king of Persia, declared war against 
the Romans, and the emperor taking up 
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amis against him^ inarched into the east, 
defeating in his way a numerous body of 
Goths^ who had penetrated into Msesia, 
(Servia and Bulgaria^ and carried on hos- 
tilities with great success against the Per- 

A; D. 244. sians. He was, however^ assassinated and 
'^**^5P' succeeded by Philip, one of his generals, in 
whose reign the Goths and Scythians, head- 
ed by their king^ Ostrogotha, cr'>ssed the 
Danube^ and besieged Marcianopolis^ a 
city on the borders of the Black Sea, Phi- 
lip, anxious to preserve his newly acquired 
honours, purchased their retreat by a libe- 

A. D. 249. ral donation, but being assassinated five 
Decttff. years afterwards by Decius, the Goths a- 
vailed themselves of the confusion created 
by that event, and again crossed the Danube 
under the command of their general Cniva. 
Deciuls attacked them several times with 
success, till at length a battle took place in 
Msesia, in which the Romans were defeated 

^]3 231 with great loss, and the Emperor slain. 
GMus. Gb1\ub was then raised to the throne, and 
deemed it prudent, in the exhausted state 
of the country, to propose a truce, to which 
the Goths acceded, on payment of a consi- 
(Jerable sum of money. He reigned two 
years, and was then killed by his soldiers, 

A. D. 253. who elected CEmilianus, governor of Panno* • 

(EmiUanus. nia, emperor in his place. The latter com- 
ipenced his career by an expedition against 



tbtB Oolhfi> "#hidb promised a fkv^urab^e 
issue to the Romans^. but he \?as murdered 
by his lidentiotls troops, a'nrf Valefrianti^^' D. 254. 
tia^A to the iiihperial dignity. Italrnediat^iy 
on hid aece^iori, this riionarch ^ve the 
coihmand of the hifmy tb his son Gallienus; 
aild seiit^ hirn^ tnth Posthumtis; a Romati 
general, against the Germans, ovej" tvhom 
they gained several importaiit victories.^ 
Valerianus then undertook an expedition 
Against Sapor, king of Persia^ 'wliicb terrrii- 
nitted in' his own destruction, for *h6*W4s{ 
il^zed by stratagem, imprisoned^ and aftei^ 
stiffering extreme tortures, put to death.' ; 
^ The Goths observing the defenceless A. i)/lfc5^ 
State of the eastern part of the empire, ^''^'^"'' 
Valerianus being dead, and Gallieiius ab- 
sent in Gaul, made three dreadful incur- 
gions into Gteece, during which i Atheni^ 
and many other cities were sacked and 
tuined. Emboldened by this success, ihey • - -^ -^ 
afterwards passed into Turkey in Asia,\' /j 
Committed similar depredations on ^he 
maritime cities, and destroyed the cele- 
brated temple of Diana at Ephesus . These 
disasters com{)elled Galli6nus to return to 
Italy for the purj>ose of repelling the Goths, 
6ri which Poftthumus, his colleague, as-' 
ikimed the supreme, command in Gaul, and 
eb'ntinQed the war with the Germans. 
'Gaul, thus severed from the Roman 
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Eknpire, continued to exi&t'as ja separate 
kingdom under the government of Pos-* 
thumus, and his successors Laelianus^ Vie- 
torinusj. and Tetricas^ till the latter wa9 
spbdued by the Emperor Aurelian^ and the 
alienated provinces again united to the 
Roman stat^. On the approach of 6al<^ 
lienus^ the Goth^ retired^ but the emperor 
pursued and attacked them^ laden wjt^ 
$poiI^ and ultimately drove them out of 
Msesia. It should appear that the dread 
of his resentment prevented any scfious in- 
cursions of these barbarians for i»ame yeaiB 
after his return^ but at length they ven- 

AeD« 257«tured to make another expedition into 
Greece^ in which, after committing their 
usual depredations^ they were defeated by 
Gallienus with immense loss^ and com- 
pelled to retrace their, steps across the 
Danube. 

A. D. d68« In the following year Gallienus wasf 

Ftorm murdered^ and Flayius Claudius succeeded 

' to the throne. At this time the safety of the 

empire was threatened by the Alemanni, 

who had invaded Italy^ and the Goths who 

^ad^ penetrated in great force into Bosnia 

and Servia. Claudius immediately levied 

a large army, and marching against the. 

Alemanni/ gave them a signal defeat ; he. 

then turned his arms against the Goths, 

whom he ako routed with so great slaugh- 



tj^r^ thAt three hundred thousand are said la 
have fallen in their yarious encounters with 
tjie Romans* Claudius died soon after-* 
wardi^^ and was succeeded by the emperor A. D. 27a 
Aureliau, who revived the terror of the^*'*'^'^* 
Boman ndme^ and shone^ for the space of 
five years^ a, brilliant constellation in the 
dark horizon of the Roman state. On 
assuming the reins of governments Aurelian . 
Ibund \x\% dominions invaded by the Mar** 
comanni^ who hqd penetrated into Italy as 
far B& Milan : the Vandals had followed 
their steps with increasing num1)ers: and 
many tribes of Sarmatians had formed 
encampments in Thrace^ Hungary, and 
Croatia^ whilst the Juthungi and Ale- 
manni^ threatened an attack on GauL In 
this critical situation of afihirs, the courage 
and promptitude of Aurelian unexpectedly 
led him into the path of victory : he at- 
tacked his German foes^ as bein^ the most 
distant, aud having reduced them to obe- 
dience, marched into Gaul, and compelled 
Tetricus^ who bad assumed the imperial 
dignity in that province, to resign his 
usurped authority. With forces thus aug- 
mented by the accession of the Roman 
troops iq Gaul, he encpimtered the Vandals 
and other barb;i|.rians, "who had invaded the 
northern parts of Italy, and defeated them 
i}i several ]i)attl^s^ particularly at Pavia, 
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where thetr^airttiy wai nearly €3i^teiiiiinkt€^ . 

A.D. 272. The cliitiax of this success was the defeat^ 
ef the Goths alnd Saraiatiaii^ inThrstce atid^ 

' ' Croatia^ and the restoratibii of %hose dfe^ 

tridts to the Roman empire. 

A-D. 273. Awelian afterwards lifidertook an Ex- 
pedition into Asia^ with the view of sab- 
duing Zenobia^ queen of Palmyra> who 
had assumed the title of Empress of tfai^ 
Eoi^ and obtained possession of sev^raf 
provinces in Asia Minor. Returnitig itf 
iHutnph from this enterpf lie; the emperor 
fbundthat^ during his absends^ the Pranks 
had made inroads into Sjiain^ and the Ger^ 
ihans into Giaul^ on which he marched* 
againsik them with his victorious troops/ 
drove them out of Spain and Gaul^ and re- 
united the latter province to the empire. 

A. D. 274. Aurelian perceived, however^ that it waS' 
impossible for the Btate to resist the increas- 
ing pressure of the barbarous nations^ atid^ 
he therefore resigned the province of Dacia 
tb the Goths and Vandals^ and concluded 
ai treaty of peace with them. This cessa- 
tion of hostilities was to continue for twenty 
years/ and in order to insure the due ob- 
servance of it, he took hoi^ages from thd 
principal families of the barbarians, and 
married several of their chief women to 
cifficeri^ in the Roman service* In the 
ensuing year, Aurielian occupied himself 
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in preparing i6 march against the Persian^j 
but a tumult arising amongst his soldiers^ 
at theinstigattion of one of his officers, he. j^ 
was assassinated; and Tacitus, a dcscendtot Tod/tM. 
0f the celebrated historian^ Succetided him 
in the empire. This monarch, though ad- 
vanced in age, distinguished himself as a 
warrior during a sdiort reign of Bix months^ 
by the defeat of the GermalA, ' who had 
made an incursion into Gaul, and ' of the 
Alauni, a nation of Scythians or Tartars, 
who had emigrated from the Palus Mseotis, 
or Sea of Azof. 

In his expedition against the latter,/^' ^* ^^^* 
Tacitus was assassinated, and Probus being 
proclaimed emperor in his stead, prosecuted 
the war against tiie enemy with renewed 
vigour. He drove the Germans^ Franks, 
and Burgundians, (a nation of Vandalic . 
origin), out of Gaul^ carried the war into 
Germany, and defeated the confederate 
tribes on the banks of the Elbe. H is ciEireer 
was arrested for a time by the rebel- 
lion in Gaul of his generals, Proculus and 
Bonosus, but several of the German chiefs 
sided with him, and enabled him to gain 
thie Ascendancy, on which he caused Pro- 
culus to be put to death. Amongst other 
remarkable circumstances connected with 
this war, is the disfcovery of the ,Arii, a 
nation near Polaml, of whoiti it is^aid that 



28 

they painted their bodies and their aimour 
blacky and always made their attacks under 
cover of the night Having restored tran^i- 
quillity to Germany, Probus built a wall 
of stone from Ratisbon to the Danube, to 
prevent the frequent incursions of the bar- 
barians, and employed his army in planting 
vineyards in the neighbourhood of the 
Rhhie and Moselle, and in rebuilding the 
cities, as well on the northern as on the 
southern iside of the Danube^ which had 
suffered by the war. But the licentious 
spirit of the soldiery could not patiently 
submit to these laborious occupations ; a 
tumult arose, and several of them in a pa- 
roxysm of fury, rushed on the emperor and 
stabbed him with their swords, whilst he 
was superintending the works. 
A. D. 282. Probus was succeeded by Cams, who 
Corns, immediately on his accession, sent his eld- 
est son, Cariuus, into Gaul, and marched 
with his youngest son, Numerianus, against 
the Persians, over whom he gained repeated 
Victories. Cams was killed in Asia by a 
flash of lightning, after a reign of two years : 
' Numerianus was put to death by one of 
his relations, in the expectation of succeed- 
ing him in the command, and Carinus, 
after a short enjoyment of the imperial 
dignity, was attacked by Dioclesian, a 
Roman general, who had 4'evolted against 
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hiia, and a battle ensued^ in which he 
was slain by. a soldiei:^ whose wife he had 
violated. 

On the death of Carinus^ Diociesian as- A. D. 284. 
cended the throne, and selected Maxiuiian, ^*oclewm 
an officer who had been his comrade dur- Maximian.' 
ing his military career, for his colleague in 
the empire. Duringthe space of four years 
from this period, the attention of these 
sovereigns was occupied in repelling the 
Burgundians and Aiemanni, who frequent- 
ly invaded Gaul, and the Franks,' who had 
takefh part with Carausius, a Menapian, 
formerly in the Roman service, and had 
assisted him in occupying several of the 
sea-ports in Britain with a hostile force» 

The Romans afterwards entered into aA. D. M8. 
tieaty of peace with Carausius, in order to 
enable them to turn their arms more eiFec* 
tually against the revolted Germans,^ and 
the latter were soon reduced to submis- 
sion. At the same time, war broke out be- 
tween Narses, king of Persia, and the 
Romans^ on whieh Diociesian appointed 
Constantius and Galerius, natives of Pan- 
nonia, to be his generals, with the title of 
Ciesars, and Galerius relieved the imperial 
dominions trom the pressure of the bar- 
barians,, by taking numbers of the Goths 
with him to the east as auxiliaries. Con- 
tantius, on the other hahd^ directed his 
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attention to the recovery of Britain, and* 
A. D. ^^Z'lixnding in. the Isle of Wight, defeated a 
body of Pranks posted there to intercept 
. his passage, .conquered Allectus, by whom 
Carausius had been succeeded, on the> 
A. D. 306. coast of Kent, and regained possession of 

the island. 
A. D. 304. ^" ^^^ midst of a brilliant and unclouded 
Consianiius reign, Dioclesian and Maxiraia^n resigned: 
Galerius *^^ ipaperiajl power into the hands of Con- 
stanti^s and Galerius, and Dioclesian re^ 
tired to Salona, a town of Dalmatia, on the 
sea coast, where Spalatro now is, and 
where the ruins of his palace are yet visible.. 
A. D. 304. Soon after this event, Constantius under-^ 
took an expedition into Britain, and died 
ConsiafiUn&^^ York, on which he was succeeded by his 
the Great. son.Constantine^ who married Fsi^usta, the 
daughter of Maxiinian, and established^ 
himself in Gaul. For the space of five 
years from this time, Italy was agitated by 
continual.. contests between Galerius who 
had married Valeria, the daughter of Dio- 
clesian, and. Maxen tins, son of Maximian, 
the late emperor, both of whom aspired 
to the throne.. On the termination of. these* 
A. D. 3ii.dissentions by the death of Galerius, Con-' 
Stan tine quilted Graul, and marching towards • 
Rome, Was attacked by ]Vlaxentius, whom» 
he defeated in a pitched battle, and the lat<^ 
ter, in making hi» escape over a bridge, 
thrown ac^ross the Tiber, fell into the river 
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ajbd was drawned. By ihis eveht 'Coii-A.D. 312. 
stantine found Mmself without any oppo* . A 
nent/. except Licimus^ an officer of consit 
derable abilities, to whom the government 
of the .prQvinces of Pannonia tind Rhastia 
had been entrusted. Constantine appointed 
an interview with him at Milan^ and suc-^ 
ceeded in gaining his favourable opinion 
abd support by giving his sister Constanti«i^A. D. 3is. 
to him in marriage. The long and glorious^ 
reign of Cqnstantine was distinguished by 
the. subjugation of several barbarous na-^ 
tions^ and the defeat of his enemies at 
home. The Franks^ it is true, invaded 
Gaul, and the Goths made inroads into 
Thrace, under their king Ariaric, but they 
were successively compelled to acknow* 
ledge the prowess of the emperor and sub- 
mit to his authority : multitiides of Sarma- 
tians expelled from their territories by other 
and more powerful tribes, sought shelter 
within his tdominions: th^ Vandals, op'- 
pressed by the Goths, applied to him for 
s^uceour, and were established in Pannonia/ 
and Licinius, his brQtlier-in«law, after re-' 
peated attempts made against his life, w^ 
defeated and slain. The remainder of the A, D. s%4. 
reign of Constantine was devoted to the in* 
ternal regulation and improvement of his 
' dominions : he built a magnificent city on. 
the site of Byzantium, the capital of 
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' Thmce; to which he gave his own appel- 
A. IX 333.1atioii, and named it Constantinople: ap- 
pointed governors, nnder the title of Pre- 
fect! Pre'torii, to superintend the various 
districts of the empire^ and having embraced 
Christiauity, ordained Bishops to adminis- 
ter the spiritual affairs of every province. * 
These Ecclesiastics were, at firsts distin-* 
guished by the title of Metropolitan^ and 
afterwards of Archliishop, and several pro* 
vinces united formed a diocese, the bishop 
of which was termed the Primate. In like 
manner, the dioceses were added to; each 
other, and committed to the charge of spi- 
ritual persons, denominated Patriarchs, the 
principal of whom were those of Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Con- 
stantinople. 
A. C» 337. On the death of Constantine, the empire 
CoMtantu ^ng divided amongst his three sons Con- 
sttmg^ and stantine, Coristantius, and Constans; but 
6*oiuian/m. (U^putcs arising between them in regard 
to the partition, and Constantine being 
killed in an engagement with Constains^ 
the latter became emperor of Rome or the 
A. D. 340. west, and Constautius of Constantinople or 
the east, xlbout this peri(.)d, the Franks 
having committed depredations in Gaul> 
drew the attention of Constans, and he 
prepared to take the field against them, 
but after s6m6 time consumed in nego-^ 
ciation, tranquillity was restored, and the 
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Roman provinces remained for the space 
of sii years, unmolested by the barbarians. 
This season of leisure, however, was amply 
occupied by the celebrated (controversy A. D. 844. 
lyhich then arose m the church between 
the followers of Arius, who denied the 
divinity of the Worit, and others, who sup- 
ported the affirmative of that doctrine. 
These distentions commenced in the early" 
part of the third century, and owed their 
origin to Arius, Presbyter of Alexandria, a 
man of a subtile turn, atid remarkable for 
his eloquence. He maintained that the 
Son was essentially distinct from the Father, 
and raferior both in nature and dignity. 
His tenets were first promulgated iti the 
year 315, and in 325 a council of the clergy 
was held at Nice to discuss the question, 
at which it was declared by the majority 
of the bishops' that the Son was co-equal 
and co-eternal. The principal champion 
on the side of Ariiis, at the period ia ques- 
tion, was Eusebius, bishop of Cesarea, 
whilst Athanasius, Patriarch of Alexandria^ 
as warmly espoused the cause of the oppo- 
site ^rty, and Constans finding it impos- 
sible to quell this religious differenc'e, sum- 
moned all the bishops, as well eastern as 
western, to a council at Sardica, now 
Sophia, in Thrace, for the purpose of re- 
arguing the question. It would be foreign 
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to the object of tbese pages to^nter.on 
the discussion of this subject^ but it i^ 
worthy of remark that amongst tha eccle* 
Elastics sumnioned to the meeting was th^ 
bishop of Treves, or Triers, a. city. in Galliti 
Belgica, who is , mentioned to have takeqi 
equal rank with the Popej or bishop of 
Rome. 
A. C. 350. Coa^tans was afterwards killed by Mag" 
nentius, a German ia the' Roman service^ 
who aspired to the imperial crown, oa 
which Constantius marched against the 
assassia, defeated his troops on the bank^ 
of the river Drave, in Hungary^ and re- 
duced him to such extremity, tixat he pu|^ 
an end to his existence, to escape the handle 
of the conqueror. 

No sooner had Constantius become the 
sole possessor of his father's dominions^ 
than he found himself iavdived in a contest 
with the barbarous nations, who began to 
spread the flames of wai^^hroughout Ger- 
many. The first step towards revolt was 
taken by Silvanus, a Frank employed in 
the Roman service, and stationed near ti\^ 
Rhine, but his designs were not supported 
by his countrymen, and he was ultimatdy 
killed by the soldiery. With the view of 
preserving tranquillity, the emperor passed 
the Rhine, and attempted to. form an ofkik^ 
me and defensive allian^^e with Gimdomi^' 
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and Vandomar^ princes of the Alemannt 
who had commenced hostilities against the 
empire^ but his endeavours were unsucces^ 
fill, and finding himself unable to resist the 
jHttSBUce of thet enemy without addition^ 
assistance^ althimgh he had defeated them 
near the banks of that river^ he gave his 
sister Helena in marriage to Juticin^ his 
cousin^ and divided the empire with him. 
The result fully answered the expectations 
of CqnstantiuSj for Julian, with that portion 
of the army entrusted to his commaii(|> took 
the field against the Franks and Aleinanni^ 
and gained a series of splendid victories 
ov^r Jhem. \ gleam of success^ indeed^ 
shone for a time, on the arms of the bar- 
barians^ but it was of short cjuratioii. A 
powerful army had been detaehed from 
Italy uiider liie command of Barbatio^ the 
Roman general^ in order to assist the em- 
peror in his military operations. His 
ardour^ however, i^ a soldier^ overcame his 
prudence as a commander^ for he ineau- 
iiously passed the Rhine near Basle^ and 
attacking th^ etiemy^ who were posted in 
«on8]diei;abie.forea^ sustained a severe de- 
leat. Oa receipt of this unwelcome in- 
telligence^ Julian marked to his relief, 
and although the barbarians were ani- 
mMed. by their recent victory^ he at- 
tacked them near Strasburgh^ nouted them 
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mth immense slaughter^ and carried their 
leader^ Chnodamar, who had been, taken 
prisoner in the action^ to Rome^ where he 
died. Nor did Constantius remain an idle 
spectator of these events^ for whilst Julian 
was pursuing his successful career and 
carrying the ^ar into the heart of Germany, 
and whilst Barbatio, who had collected his 
scattered troops, was making atonement for 
his former error by driving the Juthungi 
out of Rhaetia> Constantius marched against 

A. C. 367^ the Quadi, by whom Moravia had been 
occupied, and having compelled them to 
swear fealty on their swords, a common 
mode of submission amongst the Germans, 
led his troops into Asia, and commenced 
^ . hostilities against the Per3ians. 

Towards the conclusion of the year, 
Julian placed his army in winter quarters 
at Paris, and availed himself of the op* 
portunity to subdue the Salii, a nation 
so called from living in the Saal, or 

A. Dr 358. Low Countries near the river Yssel. He 
also , reduced to obedience Surmarius and 
Hortarius, chiefs of the Alemanni, who had 
shewn a disposition to revolt,, and, in order 
to secure their fidelity, obliged them to re- 
build the forts on the Rhine, which had 
been destroyed by the barbarians during 
the war. As the country hiid been ravaged 
by the contending parties, and provisions 
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were scarce^ Julian resolved to obtain 
corn for his army from^Britain ; and for that 
purpose^ vessels were built m the forest of 
•Ardennes^ and sent to Britain for supplies. 
On their return they sailed up the Rhine^ 
and delivered their cargoes at the differdnt 
forts erected on the banks of that mdt, 
wherie the grain was deposited in maga- 
zines. The good fortune of Julian had A. C. 360. 
rendered him very popular with the troops^ 
and they proclaimied him emperor^ in ex- 
clusion of Constantius^ on which he led 
them out of Gaul into Italy> with the inten- 
tion of assuming the government of Rome 
and Constantinople. As soon as Gonstan- 
tins received this intelligence^ he withdrew 
^is army from the Persian war, and marched 
to encounter his rivals but being suddenly 
attacked by illness^ he died in Cilicia, on 
his route, and Julian succeeded to the^*^* *^^* 

.., . ... Julian. 

empire without opposition. 

The tumultous spirit of the barbarian 
nations being for the time hushed into 
tranquillity by the terror of the Roman 
name, Julian was left at liberty to prose- 
cute the Persian war^ which he did with 
considerable success, but at length he was 
killed in battle, and succeeded by Jovian. 
This emperor occupied the throne for a A- P- 363. 
few months only, after which the two ^''^' 
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A. D. 364. brothers Vaientkiifin and Yalens, divided 
^^^^^ibe eitotMre betWmi them. During their 
Vahm. joint rei^, the tronUw of ibe state re- 
cdmin^iced : (be Alekdanni invaded Gaul ; 
Pff€>6opiuD^ a genend in the Rotnan servk^^ 
reb^ed and seized on Coni^nttiii^e : 
tbe WisSgodis^ who bad recently been 
' pennitted to settle in Thrace^ toob: up arms 
a^aififit the Romans, and tlte Savons, then 
resident in Denmtek or Hotetem, and pro- 
yerbially known ba pirates^ ravagtsd the 
c^astb of Britain and Gn^nl: The genius, 
. homeyeft, df RoMe triimi^ed ^amidst theie 
aocUmulAtasd disasters. Thtg Alemaiini 
were defeated and redikced to ^ttl>Hiii^on 
by Vdleniinian, aitkd by J^otinus, an enter- 
prising' i^cer and general of the Roman 
cavalry: Pfoco]iiitfc ims attacked, defeated, 
ftnd isiaita by the «ftiperor V^alians : the 
Wisigolhs, tinder their pifiice, Atfaanarie, 
A. D. 367. were compelled ' to sue for peacB, and the 
Saxotas were defeated in Britain by 'iHieo- 
dc^ilia, the Roman g^ierai. Tiie iMter 
also attadkcd a fleet of SajDons;, who had 
plundered tbe tnteritime states ^f Gaul, and 
punished them «ev^^y ^ the dutmges 
they had 'CeMntnitted. 

Havin;^ thus reduced the barbarians to 
snbmission, YaAentiniam employed hisaraiy 
iu rebuihUng the forts on the Rhine, aad 
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not contented with s^curiiyg^ by tbi» meei^ 
sme, the proYin^es of Oanl from the incur* 
sions of the Germani^^ he proceeded to 
diveft the sittentkMi of life €fiiemle» from the 
d^ruction of the etUpire^ by setting them 
at Yarkince mUh each other. A favourable 
opportunity prciBenled itself hi evurjivtg 
this plan into ^fect^ in conseqnefrce of ^is^ 
putes having arisen between the B^rgun* 
dians and Alemanniyhi rdation to the right 
of iisdng certaki salt-pits^ and so weH diid 
Valentinian improve his advftrrtage, ihat 
for several years their mutoal aggressions 
delivered t\^ Romans fron> all apprehen- 
sion as to the safety of the provinces of 
GauL 

No sooner w«e the a^in? of tfee Astern a. D. 374. 
empire restored to tranquillity, than Pan- 
nonia was threatened by an nrfuption of the 
Quadi, under the command of Grabinius. 
This formidabte attack^ ff'om which the 
i»08t serioQs conse^p:ien€^s were, at first, 
anticipated, was averted by a proposal for 
peace made by the emperor, and dnring the 
fifogreas of the treaty, Gabiniiiis having 
accepted an invitation to a banquet given 
in the Roman camp> was treacherously as^ 
sassinated. Th^ Quadi, infuriated at this 
breach of the laws of hospitality, resumed 
their arms, and prosecuted the war with ro^ 
deuUed vigour, but being deprived of th^ir 
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leader^ and pressefi by the ,su)>erior forcei@» 
of the RomaaB^ th^y were defeated with 
great loss. These disastrous events^ how- 
ever^ did not prevent them from again apr 
pealing to the decision of the sword ; they 
appeared jn the field with numerous rein- 
forcem^Qts^ renewed the contest^ and were * 
again routed with immense slaughter* 
Finding it vain to contend with their adj 
verse fortune^ they were reduced to the 
aftemative of suing for peace ; on which 
occasion they sent atnbassadoirs to n<egociate 
with the emperor. Duping the canfereuce 
which too|c pljace for the purpose of settling 
the terms of the , treaty^ the p93sion of 
Yalentiuian obtained the mastery over hi9 
reason : he proceeded to comment on their 
alleged infidelity with increasing violence,^ 
and in the midst of his anim^dversionsy 
burst a blood-vessel and expired. 

A. D, 375. Valentinian was succeeded by his sons' 

Gra^afij Gratiau, who was then of age, and had 

and been previously allowed by his father to 

^^^^*^'' participate in the imperial dignity, and 
Yalenjtini^n the seconds «m infant, both of 
whom were associated with Valens in the 
empire. At this time the disposition of the 
barbarous nations in the ^ast, was nearly 
in the following order: the Wisigotlis in 7 
habited Moldavia, Podolia, and Wallachia: 
the Ostrogoths resided 4iear the Tanais or 
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Don ; on the right of that riv^r wwe the 
Aiauni^ a tribe of Tartam^ . who bad also 
settiements on the banl^is of the Caspian 
Sea> and^near them were the Huns^ a Scy- , 
thian nation^ whose abode . was on the • 
eastern shores of the sea of Azof. 

Many learned commentators have asr 
serted that the country occupied at. that, 
time by the Iluns^ was the same as is men-, 
tiohed in Ezekiel by the description of. 
Gog, the land of Magog. Magog was. the 
SiQCoiid son of Japhet^ and^ it is said^.gaye^ 
his name to that part of the worlds the. 
Mogul Tartars, who are unquestionably. 
Scythian9> being still known by the name of 
Gogv Michaelis assimilates the word Gog. 
to that of Kak or Chak^ the general name 
of kings amongst the ancient Turks, Mo- 
guki and Tartars, and Dr. Hyde asserts 
tJbat the Arabs . distinguish the celebrated. 
Chinese j/rall^ which was built nearly three 
huiidred years before the Christian aera, to^ 
prevent the incursions of the Tartars, as 
the wall Gog and Magog. It s^^ms pror 
bable that Magog was the name given tq 
those vast tracts of land^ called Scythia by 
the Greeks, and Tailary by the modems, 
and that the Tarta^rs being defeated and 
repelled by the Chinese and other Oriental 
nations, directed their course towards the 
west, and established themselves, at the 



dbse of the sMofid cantury/ on tiie banks 
of (he CSaspian Sea s^d the bordefs of 
Russia* In pnoportidn Mfhe RcmiaMbe-* 
came lese capable of Mgii^i^ their en- 
cMachmenta^ thaie baflpbavkins pressed te»- 
wards the west^ and doeupied the Memt 
provinces of ^e empire. Anidngst dlliers 
the Abaii, an UnmAc nalim^^ estoblisbed 
tbesssdivet in Pacmonia, or Lower Hoo^ 
gafy> and remained ki possession of that 
iscmAty till the time of Chai^ema^tve^ by 
whom they were snbdoed^ and after that 
period^ they Pfiere known by the modern 
appellation <tf Hungarians. In Aienander^ 
mention is made of the Khaii of the Abari^ 
ticking an oath by i^tfting hk sword;, and 
as tlie Savmatians adopted a sinnlar cus^ 
tom^ it is to be inferred that it was &e 
usual mode of adjnmttion adopted in the 
earlier ages by the barbarians of Asia as 
well as of Europe. To ether branehesi 
of the Hnnittc race also may be added 
tile Biilgariams> a people of roving ^dis^ 
pdsiti<m> ^^ livmg on tfa^ flesh of thdr 
horses and cattle : in the rdgn of the em^ 
peror Jusdnian, they emigmted !from the 
shores of the sea of Azo^ esftablisbed tbem^- 
selices in fiorope^ and gave their nsone to 
Hhe province of Bulgaria. 

The' safety of the Roman empire bod 
been hitherto threatened oh the side of 
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4jtMl and tbe Danube t it nam began to be 
mefitM^ on its Asiatic; boundaries. The 
Hum feHon the Alauni^ and aher defeating 
thein> attacked the Oothd^ «ad coifipelled 
tfaefti tb se^ tile protect ion of the Romans. 
This was readily granted^ atid the Ooths 
were permitted td <)ccupy part of Thrace, 
but a dissention suddenly arpse between 
them and their alliel^, on which they united 
their forces to those of the Huns, and over- 
ran the cduntry, under the command of 
their prince, Famobius. 

They were, at first, siiccessfully op- 
posed and routed by Frigerid, a general 
n tiie Roman service, and multitudes of 
the prisoners .sent into Italy, as slaves. 
But this good fortune was of short duration ; 
Gratian was compelled to march against 
tlie Leuticenses, who had establislied them- 
selves in lUiaetia and threatened Gaul, and 
during his absence on this expedition, 
Valens was attacked by the Goths near A. D. 378. 
Adrianople, defeated and slain. Flushed 
with victory, the Goths laid siege to the 
imperial residence, and Gonstantinople, 
in all probaUlity, would have fallen into 
their hands, had it not been vigorously de- 
fended by a body of Saracens^ then within 
its walls. On learning the moumfiil fate 
of his colleague, Gratian immediately with- 
drew his forces from Gaul, and proceeded 
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Umards th^ east^ but finding i^ impossiUe 
to cope single handed with the numerous 
tribes of barbarians scattered oyer the ex- 
tensive surJiace of the state^ he selected 
Theodosius^ by birth a Spaniard, and by 
rank a commander in the Roman army, as 
worthy of his confidence, and having di* 
vided the empire with him, entrusted him 
A. D. 379. with the conduct of the Gothic war. From 

l^fdenti^n^^ defective state of the annals of history 

9fi(/, and at this period, it is impossible to detail, 

Theodosms. ^j^j^ accuracy, the frequent changes which 

took place in political afiairs ; it can only 
be collected generally, that in addition to 
the irruptions of the Goths and Huns, the 
empire was harrassed by the Quadi and 
other Sarmatian tribes: that the Romans 
were materially assisted by the Franks, 
who marched to their relief with a powerful . 

A. D. 380. army, and that Theodosius and Gratiati, 
after having defeated the Quadi, by the 
assistance of these auxiliaries, on the banks 
of the Danube, entered into a treaty of 
peace with the Goths and Huns. Matters 

A. D. 381. thiis^ arranged, Gratian assumed the com-, 
mand in Gaul, and Theodosius remained 
at Constantinople, where he exercised the 
authority of Emperor of the east. But this 
season of repose was terminated in the 
course of the ensuing year, in consequence 
of tlie invasion of the Gallic provinces by 
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Maxiihus Magnus^ a Spaniard by extrac- 
tion^ and the Roman governor in Britain. 
This comtnander landed in Gaul at the head 
of his troopsy advanced into the country, 
and having seized the emperor Gratian. 
caused him to be put to death, together 
with Meilobaudes, a chief of the Pranks, 
his companion, who bravely sacrificed his 
life in defence of his patron and ally. 

Maximus then claimed admission to thcA. D. 383. 
imperial throne, and Theodosius, being ^^''^^'^'f 
unable to offer any effectual opposition, ^^j ^^^ 
was compelled to accede to his demand. -Wawmnf. 
On this, Maximus prepared to march into 
Italy, with the intention of deposing Valen- 
tinian Sud, to whom the care of that portion 
of the state had been committed, but Theo* 
dosius, apprehending that his own safety 
was involved in that of Valentinian, hastily 
collected his troops, and proceeding from 
Constantinople towards the west, encoun-^^ j)^ ^j^ 
tered the invading army at Aquileia, a city 
on the northern shore of the Adriatic, put it 
to the rout, and Maximus fell in the action. 

Valentinian the 2nd did not long survive v 

his deliverance from his opponent, for after 
his return to Rome, which he had quitted 
at the approach of the invader, he was 
stabbed by Arbogastes, a Frank in the 
Roman- service, and the latter being dis- 
qualified on account of his foreign extrac- 
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A. D. 392. tion^ froth asMmin^ t^ imperial title^ 
^^'^^''"' placed Eugenius, n Rhetoridan, on tlie 
Eugeniui. throne. But the conspirators were not per- 
mitted to enjoy the fruits <»f their perfidy : 
Theodosinff agaifi advanced from Conataa^ 
tinople^ wA gave battle to them : their 
troops were routed^ Eugenius was slain, and 
Arbogastes terminated his existence by his 
A.D. 395. own hands. Theodosius died at Milan 
and*^ about three years after these events, and 
Honoriu8.\Qh his dominions to his twp sons, Arcadius, 
who became emperor of the East, and 
Honor ius, of the West 

During the reign of Theodosius, the mar- 
tial spirit of the Romans rapidly declined : 
monasteries sprang up in all parte of the 
empire, and the degenerate inhabitants of 
Italy preferring the safety of the cowl 
to the honour of the sword, took refuge 
within the walls of religious edifices, from 
the assaults of the barbarians. Thus was 
laid the foui^dation of that temporal power 
which the Bishop or Pope of Rome exer- 
cised in fl.fl:er<^es over the deseendants of 
the conquerors of Italy, and of that spiritual 
dominion which extended its empire, not 
only over the persons, but the minds also, 
of mankind. This reign is also rendered 
remarkable by the introduction and formal 
avowal by the church of the doctrine of the 
Trinity. The divinity of the Son had been 



previbusly recoffiised by all ^X^ept the 
followers of AriWi md a council of bkhopit 
WHS held by Theo^owis at Coaf^taotirnopb 
(A; D« ^Sl)i m wbticb tb? Nicane Creed 
WW appfO¥ecl> aii4 tbe equal deity of the 
Holy GhoBt admitted and ooafirmed. Tbe 
fruits of tbis decision were tbe baptism of 
the emperor in tbe imme of tbe Trinity, and 
the promulgfitioa of aQ imperial mandato^ 
dedaning the belief of the new faith to be 
easenMai to sialyation^ and denouocifi^ 
peoalties against those who should dediiie 
to receive it. The Ariaq an4 other dia- 
aentiug clergy were deprived of their et- 
olesiastkai p^e^meat : the ]aity were 
puuifibed by tiuej tinprisonniient^ and the 
f^oQfiscation of their property ; and ibe 
irittwph of the pribodo^ chunch was con- 
supi) mated by the destruction of the Pagan 
idols aiid temples in Spain« A^ca^ and 

Egypt- 

9ut to return from this digr^^ion : early 
in the reign of Honorlas and Arcadius. 
Alaric^ chief of the Goth% comaienGed 
hostiMties fig^st the state by invading 
<jrreece and plundering Athens. Stilico^ 
the coEAmander <>f the Roman army> was 
se^t iq quest of th^ invader^ and having 
delS^t^d hini> oojadpelled tbe Goths to sue A. D. 396. 
fiorpiiace. B|i^ the tranquillity thus re- 
stored did not long contwwe^ Gainas^ a 
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A.D. 400.66tibic chief, w1k> had tiaited Caiistttliti- 
nople from motives of curiosity^ ratsedt a 
disturbance during the performaneq of sotfiie 
public ceremony^ add was slain in the 
tumult. In consequence of this event, the 
war broke out again in the Italian states^ 
and after a series of encounters between 
Alaric and Stilico with varied success, tbe^ 
scale was ultimately turned in favour of 
' the Romans by two bloody battles fought 
. between these general?^ at PoUentia and 

A. D. 405. Verona. Incredible numbers of the bar- 
barians perished by famine and the sword 
during the contest, and these losses so com* 
pletely exhausted their strength, as a na- 
tion, that they were compelled to submit 
to the Roman authority^ and fortunate it 
was for the empire, that such was the result 
of the campaign/ for scarcely was the 
Gothic war ended, when a courltless mul- 
titude of Germans, headed by Radagaisus^ 
descended into Italy and laid siege to Flo- 
rence. Honorius, who till that period.had 
held his court at Rome, removed the seat 
of government to the more secure fortress 
of Ravenna^ on the eastern shores of Italy : 
leaving the task of repelling these new 
marauders to the skill and bravery of Stilico. . 
The Roman general accordingly returned 
from his triumph over the Goths> and hav- 
ing reinforced his army, formed an encamp- 
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ment tiiear Plorence, from whence he viewed 
with astonishment the myriads by whom 
ihe city was surrounded. Sensible^ how- 
eVer^ that the annihilation of the . enemy 
, in battle must be attended necessarily by 
the destruction of a considerable portion of 
his own troops, he adopted the safer plan of 
enclosing them within an immense wall, and 
the baii)arians thUs hemmed in between the 
city and the entrenchments, and conse* 
quently deprived of all means of obtaining 
supplies, fell in numbers before the united 
assaults of those destructive foes, want and 
disease. The remainder, driven to des- 
peration, made a powerful effort to escape^ 
and forcing their way through the barrier 
raised around them, into Gaul, attacked 
the Franks, and laid the country waste, as 
far as the frontiers of Spain, with fire and 
sword« 

On the demise of Arcadius, his son, A. D. 408. 
Theodosius the Snd, then aii infant, was^^'^y 
elected emperor of the East ; but m conse- tnd. 
quence of his minority, the affairs of the 
state were adininistered for six years by an 
aristocracy, of whom Anthemiiis wsis the 
president. At the termination of this ^^ 
period, Piilcheria, daughter of the deceased A. D. 414. 
eiUperor, assumed the reins of jjoverh- ^*'*^*^'^ 
ment and held them, in conjunction witK 
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forty years, without interruption^, . 

A. D. 408. In tli$ west^ howQver^ the, ^ijKe wap fya^ 
different ; Stilicp hfi^vi^^ Ipie w* * acci^fed^ by. 
Olympius^ the favourite, of HopQinius,; Qi? 
|>lotting; i^gapst the $t9.te^' wc^condepf^iie^ 
^ death ^nd. executed^ apd Alaii^ taking; 
ii4yanta^e of the defencele^a sjtui^tipp o^ 
Hf/Q ^mpire^ commeqced hostilities cig^ius^ 
the RoQQi^ps, and after a, pr^torv: war^^ 
wh^cl^ the emjperor y^nly endiea^TPured tc^ 
advert by repeaj^«d l«u;gessie9^ ;sa(c]iedi.wd 

A. D. 410. plundered Ro^o^v Thus, becoff^e, m^^of^ 
Itaiy^^ Alfgric. directed his att^p^on .(;q thft 
coaqu^at 9f SipUy, ^ made Fi^pw{Mil«A9 
for hji^ ij^emd/^d expedition^ Hi^.p^^^ 
bpwevei:, were. frustrated b^fjihe^^ii^^Pi^ 
of dj^ath^ ajad he wa3 siicq^ed^d bji4^1pb4 
or Adoli^LUS, his brotfa^*],n*l^)fr^ wh^ 
formed an alliance with tte Romans by W* 
, mai^riage with^Pl$u;id^^4|^b^^ <^ Thfo- 
dosjiusL the first. Inuring these ^bang;^^' 
Constfi^tiue, gpvGtmx of ^ritain^i;eQ9H««^ 
bia idle^ia^e to the stlkt^ lapde^. ia Q^xi^ 
«9.uded hin^self to l^e. procljWPl^ ^^WiSK 
qf jthe> West, and est^blislHl » ^ <^WWt art 
Aries, n^ear the mouths. of. th^e^Rhoip^*, :Qii^ 
. : ; ^ death of Alaxic hayipg,S(et the ^ai^f^mk 
{(fff:i^ at Jj^bc^-^y, Cpp^ftanitiuSj. t^e .^m»p^ 

9ffmv^ m^^ »sm^ th^ wnm^ ^ 
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|nit him to deskh, on \rftficb Jovinia^^ ancy^ 
*her olScer in the senrice of the emperor^ 
^MsoMaft 0^ unperial dignity in Gattf. 

This latsC can^date for powter vrds de* 
feated and' d^^sed by Atualjph^ who Iffreh 
marebed inKo Spain, and having takpA 
possession of the eoimtry, was assassfnaf efdl * 
at l^Ekrceloiia by Singeric^ a Han, whom he A. D. 415. 
had patronised^ and by whom he was suc- 
ceeded. Constantius was then deputed by 
Honoi'ins to avenge the crime comttoitted 
against his relative and aily^ and Singeric^ 
havifng expiated his guilf; by the loss of his 
iife, Constantius married Placidia, tfie wr- 
dow of Atnalph; and resigned* Spain to 
Walliai tlie Wisigoth, who' entered into k 
treaty of peace with' Hbnorius, and became 
the founder of the Wisigothic kingdom. 

On his retuim to Italy, Constantius was 
allowed by Honorius to participate, in the 



htiperial honour^ bnt he died shortly after- aT p. liisl 
wards at Ravenna, and being foflowed by Theo^iws 
Honorius, Vkientmian the 3rd, son of CaW- p^ich^^ 
stantius by flie princess Placidia, ascended «««'. , 
tke throne of the western empire, under tibte zrd^^ 
guardBanship of his mother. In th^ earlS^ 
part of his reign^ Africa, which, for maity 
years, had been numbered among the Rod- 
man provinces, was occupied by the Vati^- a D 4«8 
dais, on the invitation of Bonifiice, a general 
ki the Roman service, wbo had retired from 
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jHovLvt mdisgQsl^ «iid adopted that Hietiiod of 
avenging, his wrongs. The country had 
been long the scene of violent disseiilions 
between two religious sects, the Catholic^ 
and Donatists, (the latter maintained that 
iheir community was alone to be considered 
the true churchj and in its agitated state^ 
it became an easy prey to the invadens. 

A. D. 431. Jgoniface afterwards repented his precipit* 
.ancy in thus exposing his fellow country- 
men to the swords of the barbarians^ and 
.having obtained pardon of the emperor, 
.landed in Africa with an army and attackisd 
the Vandals. But his expedition was un- 
successful: the Romans were repulsed, and 
^/compelled to re-embark, and Boniface, on 
jbis return to Rome, challenge U^ single 
combat CBtius, an officer of Hunnick ex- 
Jtmction, under whose advice he had acted, 
and fell in the contest. 

A. D. 433. It was at this period that-Attila, king of 

, ^"^^ the Huns, burst into Thrace with a formid* 

able army, and Theodosius, to preserve his 

dominions from destruction, sent an em- 

"- bassy to the invader, proposing the pay- 

ment of tribute as the purchase of peace. 
.The ferocious disposition of the Hun was 
jconciliated by the ready submission of the 
.emperor, and he sent Edecon, a chief ia his 
service, to the court of Theodosius, as his 
jrepresentatiye. This officer liad not long 
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resided' at ConstaUtiiKipIe^ When Chry^* 
saf^ius^ one of th<e eunuchs attached to the 
palacey began tb tamper vfith him; and by* 
ditt* of splendid promises, engaged him inr 
a conspiracy to put Attila to death. How*-^ 
evCT, before the fatal blow could be struck, 
Edeccm, doubtfiil of the success of the^ 
ettterprize, or perhaps repenting his^ trea^ 
chery, disclosed the plot to his sovereign;* 
At this discovery, the resentment of the 
Hun burst forth in all its native violence/ 
and would have displayed itself in the de- 
solation of the eastern provincesj had not 
Theodosius hastened to avert the impend- 
ing storm by the timely offer of rich pre^ 
sents, the mission of a ne,w embassy, and 
probably the disavowal* of any- knowledge 
of the conspiracy. The court of Attila was 
in jthe vicinity of Buda in Hungary^ and aii 
account of it is extant> given by Priscus^ 
who was sent by the emperor as anibas- 
sador on one or other of thi^se occasions, • 
The king of the Huns then led his. troops 
into Italy, and on his entrance- into that 
country, Honoria, .sister to Valentinianf,' 
who had been detected ia an intrigue and 
confined in a convent to expiate her crime, 
sent a messenger to him with the offer of 
her hand. The Hun accepted tlie pro- 
posal, and demanded the princess in naar- 
riage, and this requ^t being refused by tfab 
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empeior, Attila, partly in oppoBitfiMi to 
Vaientioian, and partly at the 6oli<:ataUoii 
of the Vandabfy who wer# thea at enniity 
with the Goths and Romansj invaded GaiiJU 
destroyed Metz by fire^ and laid tt^o to 
Orleans. Previous to this event, (Etiun, 
the commander of vtiie Roitaan army in th^ 
westt and of whom mention already bs» 
been made, had established his head-qtiar-/ 
ters ia Gaul, and occupied himself in keep«- 
ing the Wisigoths and Alauni in subjection* 
The latter nation had settled near Valence 
in Dauphine, and even penetrated an far as 
Orleans, and it required no inconsiderable 
degree of ability to restrain the warlike 
fpirit of these wandering people. When, 
however> the Goths and Romaiis were 
threatened alike with ruin by the invar 
l^ion ai Attila, they readily entered into an 
offensive and defensive league^ and marched 
their united forces against the common 
A. D* 460. enemy. A dreadful battle ensued near 
Chalons sur Mame, in which the fiUms 
/were routed with immense slaughter, and 
^driven back on Italy, as were the Theruingi, 
the ancestors of the modern Thuringians, 
\yiho accdmpanied Attila in his expedition, 
find disgraced themselves by the exercise of 
iBvery species cf barbarity; 

This fdisaatw, however, did ttc4 subdue 
Jho, cQurage of the Hunnick king, for in 
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tiiid f<elIbWi»^ ^filif ire iiivad^ lility/aiMt 
niVttgy kbid whdte dbuntry «8 fiiras Cal»* 
biife/'oll #Ifi6h ii'Mibers led f>r rdbge to 
^ liil«l ifi the GtX otV'etace, i^tid made 
tibeiir pennaftent abode in there : thetahd^ 
iUtaiits <>f Padba^ itt paiticidar, sieleiiiting foi 
l^eir retidence ibe islaiid df Rialtd. Thtii 
^^ the <iotnment^ment of the Yetieti^it 
Republic^ afterwards renoMrfied in hfet6ry> 
and f he people haying experienced in "their 
own persons^ the evib of a despotic govern* 
ment^ detennined to preserve political free-" 
(Stcfta in thei^ new habitations^ and confided 
the manag^^nent of their affah^ to twelve 
judges or tribunes^ who were changed at 
Maetted peiiods. The last expedition of r 

Attila was undertaken against Gaul^ but he 
was equally unsuccessful as in the former 
attempt^ and suffered a severe defeat at the 
hands of Thonsmund;, king of the Wisi- 
gothsi Soon after this battle> Attila died A. D, 45S» 
by the bunting of a blood-vessel^ and his 
istms contending for the siiec6s6iott> some of 
them fell in the eonAiot> and th^ others 
enfeebled by their domestic dissentions^ 
retired with a considerable part of their 
adherents to the shores of the Black Sea. 
' l^ending these evfents (A. D. 450) Theo^ FaknihUan 
dosius, whose dominions had happily ^**"jj/'l^- 
caped the devastation of the western em- MarcUm^ 
pire^ by his treaty with Attila and payment 
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of tribute, diedj, a]|d .^fu. nificeo^^d^ by his 
sister Pulcheria. ThU. prinqess: had par^ 
ticipated with her brpther for nuiny yciinir^ 
in.^e goxemment of tfa^ eaatj and qifiix his^ 
decease^ she gave her h^nd to MarciaQUS, 
who ha4 raised himself by ^is abilities 
and address from a. private station to that 
of a principal o4lcer of the imperial a>tti:t. 
Nor ^id \\er selection of a coQsoirt disapr 
point the expectations of tl|e people^ for, 
the new emperor placefi his dominioqs in^ 
a military attitude^ refused to pay the tri« 
t^ute which had been rendered to ^e Hun^ 
by Theodos^us^ and bqldly set Attihi ^\^ 
defiance. 
A. D. 454. ^^^ ^^ retreat of the Huqs^ Valentiniaa 
Pukhmia Sf the 3rd became suspicious of the fidelity of 
^^^PPJtius^ pr more probably envious of his 
Peirofdus pQpu][arity^ aqd caused him to be destroyedt 
Maamut. rp^g emperor, hovf ever, was assassinated in. 
the foUo^fing year at the instaqpe of Petror 
nips Maximus, a person of rank, wrho suct 
ceededhim.on^ the throne, and. compelled 
Eudoxia, widow of the late monarch, to^b^t. 
cpiqe his ponsort. Soon after the nu^rriage, 
thp lempr^ss discovered that M aximus vros 
the murderer of Talentinian, and> in a fit <^ 
revenge, she sent ntessengers to Africa, 
and solicited the Vaqdals to attacli Rome.. 
The barbarians eagerly accepted the in- 
vitation, fitted, out thek Qeet, landed in 



kaly^ and ip^H^ tliejTii|»^id cit]r> /wh)bi: 

in iJie geperal tumult^ MaximuB whb seized^ 

by thei jrritaled sokjUecy, and put to death.. 

The. Yandals.remained in the enjoyiaent of : 

their conquest yntil Avitus^ a Roman ge*; 

nerff}, who, happened to be at Toulouse^ 

tbe^ court of the. king of the Wisigoths, 

caused himself to, foe proclaimed emperor. 

of the vrest^ and marched into Italy^ accom- ^' D*- 4d5. - 

pai)ied by a nupierous army* Marcianus^P^J^J^ 

also became i^pprehensiYe of tbe^ evil con^-^^ir dead) 

sequences of permitting the. undisciplined^^ 

Vandals to retain possesion of Italy, and * 

he. therefore hastened, to. the aid of Avitus, 

and the confederate sovereigns, attacking ' 

the enemy with their united force, com^i 

pelled theioi to withdraw, into Africa* 

After, the retuni of Marcian to Constan- MareUm^ 
tinople, Avitus was deposed by Ricimir, a ^^^ 
Suevian, and Maijorianus placed on Hie nuT^' 
throne. The short reign of this emperor « 
was occupied in war, with. Genseric, king 
of the Vandals, whp.took advantage of the 
troubles existing in the west, to ravage the 
Italian >coasts, but was ultimately defeated > 
with great loss. 

In the following year, Maijorianus went A. D. 458. 
into Gaul with a considerable force to quell 
a revolt which had taken place in that 
province^ and having succeeded in his object, 
marched iQ to. Spain> and assembled a ileet A. D. 460. 
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lA iOiith)|g6iia wMi line InteiAiMi otpsmdng 
into Alriea. Omuinc, hcmbVer, aiitfeipateil 
hik dfei|^> and 4suddetily Miked all biii^ 
diiils^ aiid dii» (Mit an end to th^ ent«r* 

• • ^ - ^ • : » 

pnnek 
A. D. 461. , On hie teUmi to Bk>me> Mafjorianus iM»' 

and iJbhu ^P^'^ ^^^ P^^ ^ death by lUdme^^ Mrho' 
Severus. raised LibiaB SeV^mfei to l&e ihronew 

Afix itt^w This emperor wa« aft^nviards poHkyne^/ 
and Ridfli^r reUdtt^ the reiifs of ^civet^ 

( iHentfli his own hMds^ thbilgh> bei)^]^ 6f' 

fahrbarifui extraetion^ he was incapaditabgd • 
from aasumitig the imperial tide. ' 
/The emp^eoB Polcheria died atiteridr to 
these erents (A. D. 454); and was f<dlowed 
by Mareianns (A. D. 4&f^) and he wasauo-^ 
ceed ed by Leo^ as empeiror in the east* The . 
Ostrogoths at this time were iocreasing 
rapidly in population and e^itent of ierri^ 
tory : they formed an impeiietmble barrier 
against the incursions 6f die Huns^ who 
made repeated elfforts to regain their foot^ 
11)^ in Uie R4>man dominions^ and as they 
we^e foroarably disposed towardb Leo^ die 
eRipeMrravailed himself of the opportunity^ 
and entered into a formal treaty of p^Use 
.f ^ / ..VFith them/ 

A. D. 467. As the.Bomata empire in the west wi^- 

^^^ ^"^ destitute ^f a legitimate soyereign> Leo 

* placed Anthemius on the throne of Italy^ 

. .but in the course of three years, Ricimer^ 



iMbb Ipd esUtUirfied his resMenc^dtMiftuii; 
ifesolv^ to depose Hm new ettipeqory and 
¥rith that intention mapehed agaiii«t Ronie;^* !>• 470. 
Afier an ineffisctwal -jreia^tanoe/ the dity vras 
fbiceip by jstorm «ndpianddred> aAd Alktibe* ' 
iuiis feU in tiie tumolt 

^ Tlie sesrea succoeding years {nr^sent AeA. D. 472. 
iiew dT four rfiort reigns : Olybrkus Was qJ\^ 
placed on the throne by Ricimeir^ ds (he 8U<S ' \ 
eesBor of AotJiemius, but he died iMkita aUter 
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aeocBsion^ as also did his patroii^ Ric»^ 
Hier. Olybrius vras succeeded by Giy- A. D. 474. 
oerius^ a soldier of fortune/ who gave way ^?^ ^"i* 
to Julius Nepos, and the latter being aflee* Leo and * 
wards assassini^ted by Glycerins, Romulus or ^^^^Nepot 
Augasiiilns ascended the throne. Romulus> A. D. 47G. 
ip his turn, was deposed by Odoacer> king^^*' ^^ 
of the Heruli or Lemovii^ a savage people Jugusiulus. 
who had emigrated (from the neighbour- 
hood of Dantzick, the imperial title iii A. D. 470. 
the west became extinct, and Odoacer ^"'J^™^ 

' ^ OP THS 

fpovemed Italy under the denoi^mation « Westerv * 
Patrician. During the diort period iftE**"**^ 
iwhich these rapid changes took place> Leo ^ • ' 
iiad been engaged in an expedition against 
ihe Vandals; he fitted out a fleet, directed ^ 
-his course towards Africa, and attacked and 
captured . Tripolr, a city on the Qortherti 
^ores of that continent* Tim Vandals, 
however^ found means to burn his ships> 



and bttTiiig cute off.his retreat^, compelled^ 

the, empei^or to rosig^n. kis conquest^, andx 

siga a! treaty of peace. . 

.Oa the death of lieQ> the vacant throne 

Zeno.vf^s Bspendfid by Zeno^ wjbo had mairicd 

Ariadne^ daughter of the late emperor^ and 

the Ostrogoths, then in Thrace, and the 

aUjjes of the Romans, protected the imperial 

A. D. 479 dominions, from the attacks of Odoaeer. 

/o 491. 2;eno reigned several years at Constant!-* 

nople without molestation, a eiiix^umstance 

which can be alone attributed to his ad-* 

dress in prevailing oa the Ostrogoths U> 

turn their arms . against the king of the * 

Heruli. Allured by the hope of plunder; 

and stimulated by their natural inclination; 

for. war, they readily assented to the suff^ 

: gestion of the emperor, and marching inL 

Haly, a long and bloody war ensued be* 

tween these powerful nations, which termi? 

nated in the. defeat, of Odoacer and his 

. subsequent assassination at a banquet, to 

which he was invited by the conqueror. 

A. D. 491. About the same period died Zeno, and 

Ana$iaiiusji^^^ widow Ariadne married Anastatius,. an 

the Eoii. ofocer of the court, far advanced m life, 
who ascended the throne aud reigned: withr 
out opposition, for the space of twentyr 
seven years. During these events Theo* 
doric, king of the Ostrogoths, governed 



Italy vf)^ humaiiUjF waA disei^tioii/ and 
maintained ^ a strict alliance with the «in« 
peror Zeno^ so that the empre began to 
recover from the state of d^^pression to wJiich 
it had been , reduced by a series of destruc- 
tive contests. It has been remarked that 
there are few evils unaccompanied by an 
antidotCj and although the first incursioos 
of the German nations were attended with 
the usual miseries of hostile in vasion^ yet 
it cannot be denied that their settlement in 
Gaul and Italy was ultimately productive of 
considerable benefit to those countries^ 
, * To illustrate this position : the Germans 
were more moral than the Romans^ their 
system of government more pure ajid sim'- 
ple^ and the people were consequently more 
attached to it. Under their reign^ a degree 
of liberty unknown to the R6mans^ was 
enJQyed by the nation^ for it wa^ the custom 
of their kings to take the o[Hnion of their 
subjects on all questions of national import- 
ance^ in general assemblies convened for the 
purpose of such deliberations^ aiid the bi- 
shops^ at the same time^ had the privilege of 
representing the spiritual powers and voting 
in these cpnyeutions. As the Germans ei- 
ther were averse to trade^ or unacquiaiated 
with its operations^ tiiey left the cities 
and towiis^ which were gained by force bf 



kms^ or heckni stib)Mt fo than by ftie 
flgkt of conquest, to the exercise of thdir 
otifpmA Imm, and without oonfining of 
BBMOving the inliahitants^ merely appointed 
officsers or Counts^ to keep them in subordi ^ 
tiatioD. ,The victors remained in the fieM; 
and vfene contented ifirith the aHotment td 
each warnor of a portion of the hostile^dis^-' 
tricts, adequate to the services' he had per-^ 
formed or mi^ht be required to execute : a 
system from which the penetrating mihd 
will readily, deduce the principfe of feudal 
tenures. ; ^ 

A.D. 518.; On. the death of Anastatius, Jiik^in/by 
Mtik a Dacimi, and by occupation a pea- 
smt, Irat whp afterwards exchanged tiie 
tfckle for the sw^3rd> and became com-> 
mander of the g^uards at Constantinople; 
awended the imperial throne. His reigii 
coutanued for the spbce of nine years;, dur- 
ing which the annals of the east were not 
distinguished by any remarhable event* 
Cioiris, king of the Franks^ had' tl^en<pos<^ 
sessioa of Gaul> ftom which the^ Romany 
were unable to refflove him ; TMeodoric; 
Ifmg <»f the 06trogoths> governed- Itbly and 
Spain-, and the Vandals were too firmly 
isti^blished in Africa by their affiance with 
the latter^ to induce the emperori who was 
Advanced ih year^^ and averse to war^ tio 
make any effort to dispossess them. 






, Th» 4«C9aw of 4il4Un> haWpv«K; give A. ix s^. 
^irth « n^.^i^, IN»4. the. wwWw. ^ •'«''^- 
of and^t I^m^ ag«kin: 9hptie forth foe thi 
gpa^^ €^ tt)^lty-eigH y6ais> iiiVtb^:YJi^^ 
of 1^18 nepl^w awl 9UCQ9Si9€Mrj tb^ v^xifmtaA 
Ju$^])ijya^, Tb^ €iwp«irpV r«t ,1li^ paebd tff 
his i^nel^iS deaths w#$, coannaajdiur «f ihil 
guards «^f|d W9^ iais€^d(o lAe imperial digf 
nity by tbe ^maiQiinoqs ^cboieet ef Jiif armifi 
aiid wi^b tte siiQultan^ua ji»enll^ of tike 
pfjopla. Tbe spteadid. abiMtim of ^astif ^ I^- ^^^* 
uiftQi ^ii^Qfe. called io.ti> aelioft for dK.firat 
time all<9 his accessBOD> by a .war* l?»hioh 
«jrQ9e in Africii betweea Hilderie^' ^tbe 
i!^§p[iii^ king^ of thfi. Vandals; then aa ally' 
qC I^ BMomiSi^ and a^ party> he^dedl .by 
.^MnaJftfridi th^ widow ol the preoedjii^ 
90V€arMgn of .4bat oation. , Hilderk^ feU ki 
the qonAictbk ai^di ^iustiniaa^ who hadMota 
numcffOQs army to hia relief under tbe 
«9mpi4Mhi «f h^ 4^1ebrateil igcnecal, Beli> 
wiw> tbm: twned bfe ama.agaiufit the 
Itl^wganfta.. A Mriear of encounters ensuedi 
iawshidi the B^^mans were uaiforiat^ vie^ 
terious*. Se^end of the ooyal fiunilypecished 
in. tf9ie<fi#U[ ol^ bolAle : the siiindyiifrs feH>iii4* 
th& handu of the eanperoff^ and were carried 
«way to .Constaiildnoplet, whepe ihey i^on^ 
tieued. ten seside during fl|e remainder ef 
tlieir XvifAy and the pioTinee^ ef Africa were 
a^aia anitedi to ^ Roman mpire^ 



At tfte ittn^ of Jtistiiiiafl's aMesidon to 
the throne^ Theoddric was king of the 
Ostrogoths^ and an ally of th^ Romans. 

Soon after his decease^ bis family became 
extinct^ with the ejcceptioh of his daughter 
Amalasainthj and she married Theodobat, 
her ^Cousin, who thtn assumed th6 regal 
power. Theodobat afterwards caused her 
to be put to deaths and Justinian^ to re^ 
Tenge this aqt of cruelty^ commenced hos^ 
tilities ' against him^ and sent Belisarius 

A. D. 535. with «n army into Italy. On thisy a de- 
Btruetive war ensued^ which continued 
nearly three years^ and during that time 

A. D. l^36*^he€>dobat fell by the hands of his own 
isoldtiers^ and Vitiges^ an Ostrogothic gene- 
lai^ who succeeded to the racant thron^^ 
was dq^iosed by the Roman commander 
and taken to Constantinople^ where he end- 

A. D.638.ed his days in captivity. The conquest 
of Italy^ in all probability^ would havis 
been effected at- this period^ had not Jus- 
tinian been induced by the enemies of Beli- 
sarius^ to imagine that it was the intention 
of that general to make himself master bf 
4fae country^ and then to raise the sfandard 
of rebellion against his sovereign. But 
with this impression on his mind^ the em^ 
peror deemed it prudent to remove the 
warrior from the scene of victory^ and 
. accord i ngly sent Belisarius mto Asia to 
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conduct the war in which he was tfaeti 
engaged with Chosroes^ king of Persia. 
During the absence of the general, Eraric 
and Hildebald^ two barbarian chiefs^ sucn 
cessively assumed the command of the 
Ostrogoths^ and these having peri^^ed by 
the hands of the people, were succeeded by 
Totilas, an Ostrogothic pflScer, who bold- A. D* 540. 
ly made head against the emperor, defeated 
his troops, and recaptured Rome. Jus- A. D, 64<J. 
Jinian perceiving that Italy was about to 
escape his grasp> used every exertion to 
terminate the Persian war, and having 
ultimately succeeded in restoring peace, 
again invested Belisarius with the com- 
mand of the troops in the west. A desul- 
tcH'y War ensued, which continued several 
years with varied success: Totilas con^ 
tending for the preservation of his power, 
and Belisarius being left to conduct his 
military operations without adequate sup- 
plies: a circumstance attributable, in all 
probability, to the secret jealousy of the 
emperor. At length Belisarius finding itA.D. 549. 
impossible to bring the war to a successful 
conclusion, soliciti^d his recall, which was 
granted, and on his return to Constanti- 
nople, the Ostrogoths assumed new cou- 
rage, established themselves again in Rome, 
and overran Sicily and Sardinia. The A. D. 553. 
increasing power of the barbanfLus alarmed 
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{he emp^oT^ and he setit Niirses^ then his 
fitTaurite commander, into Italy, at the^ 
head bf a^dl appointed army; hostilities 
trtre rewe^ed with increased vigour, and 
after a series of bloody engagements, 

A. D. d52.Totilas was kilted ihbatde, and the re- 
mainder of the tjoths submitting to their 
conquerors, 'were carried away and settled 
in the neighborhood of Constatitinople. 
Narses succeeded to the government of 
Italy, which was confeWed on him by the 
temperor as the reward of his victories, and 
took up his abode at Ravenna, where he 
continued to administer the affairs of the 
Western empire for fifteen years, at the ex- 

A D. 567.piration of which, Italy was invaded by th6 
Lombards, who occupied it during the 
'space of two centuries. 

The fate of the eastern and western em- 
pires mg.y be thus cond&^ly narrated. In 

A. D. 774. the eighth century, the Lombards Were ait- 
tacked and subdued by the Franks under 
Charlemagne, tlieir celebrated king. The 
latter nation had previously taken posses- 
sion of France and Germany, and it retained 
llie nomihal sovereignty of the westerri 
states for a considerable time. At length 
the attention of the Pranks Was diverted; 
by domestic commotions, from the affairs of 
Italy, and the popes' or bishops of Rome 
taking advktltage of their tibsence, and of 



the extensive power which superstition 
gave them over the minds of the ignorant 
laity^ gradually acquired the temporal and 
spiritual dominion of the civilized world. 

On the other hand^ the eastern empire 
enfeebled by the perpetual attacks of the 
Persians^ Tartars^ and other Asiatic nations^ 
with difficulty maintained its political as- 
cendancy^ under the government of a race 
of despotic and voluptuous monarchs^ until ' 
the fifteenth century. At that period, Con- 
stantinople was stormed and plundered by A, D. 1453. 
Mahomet the Second, emperor of the Turks, 
and the reign of the Crescent succeeded 
that of the Cross. 
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THE GOTHS, 



CHAP. II. 

' Their (origin. Dhimn of the Nation. 
Rise, progress, and extinction of the 
Wisigothic and Ostrogothic kingdoms. 

THE Goths are supposed by some au- 
thors to have been the people distinguished 
by the name of Gothones^ who occupied 
the sea coast of that part of Prussia^ which 
lies on the western side of the Vistula^ but 
others assert that they were originally 
Qatiyes of Scandinavia^ or Sweden^ and re- 
sided in that district of it which is named 
Gothland. At this distance of time it is 
scarcely possible to decide^ with accuracy^ 
which of these opinions is correct^ but it is 
a task infinitely more difficult to ascertain 
under what particular division of barba- 
rians they are to be classed^ for at the 
' period in which they became known to the 
Romans^ their local situation was amongst 
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the German tribes^ but their manners and 
customs were evidently those of the Sar- 
malians. Judging by the latter circum- 
stance^ and adding to it the received opi- 
nions of eminent authors^ it must be as- 
sumed that the Ooths were Sarmatians by 
extraction^ and afterwards became divided 
by time or chance^ Into distinct nations^ 
known by the names of Ostrogoths and 
Wisigolhs. Vie^iijg'the subject in this 
lights it is immaterial to enquire whether 
the Goths merely quitted Poland^ croased 
tfafB y^stula^ and, established themselves in 
Germany^ or passed from the northern sliores 
of Russia in Europe^ into Sweden^ and 
afterwards visited the coasts of Pru$9ia, by 
thfe dangerous navigation of the Baltic* 
Certain it is^ that the Gothic tribes in 
course of time^ became eminently cele- 
brated amongst the barbarous nations by 
their military prowess^ their numbers and 
the extent of their conquests. 

' Wheti the forests of Prnssia ceased to 
afford accommodation to their increasing 
populdition^ the Goths following the course 
of the Vistula^ descended towards the east- 

' ' • • • • • ' 

ern part of the Roman empire^ and deso- 
lated, the rich districts of Thrace. It was 
in vain that faniine^' pestilence^ and the 
sword of th^ Romans^ reduced their ranks> 
and swept them' from the surface of the 
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issHQ from thaA ia^xhi^stibiefQunUm hff^^ 
their i^We woods^ t^W, the vast tdrjfej*^ ,^3^- 
pandecl itsk liying li^r^Vt^rs c^ver t^ j^4\^ 
plains of lialy. But the p^iticat ec^u^Uy 
with the natural^ . Q0j(istltutAon^ frequei^l^ 
carries with^x it ihe s^ds of dissolution 
jQsd thus it was. with thq Gothic ualioii. 
Fffmn the period of theiir axriral ui the 
Ro^a te^mes, U.«e ba*«U„s s^ 
I'ated into two. divi^ons, aud were distin,- . . ,^ 
guished^ aa has l^eeo ahrcady noeiUioned^ by 
the names of Wi$igoth£i and. Ostrogoths,: 
, terms synoqy mous with wei^era aad easteru 
Goths. The former passed through th^ 
imperial dominiopa into Spain^ where they 
founded the Wisigpthic kingdom^, whioh 
existed till the seventh century of the 
.Christian, a^ra^ when it was destrpyed by 
the. Arabians, The Ostrogoths, settled Itji 
Itsdy^ 9i^A remained the virtual though not 
the nomins^j masters of that country for one 
hundred y ears^ at the expimtion. of which 
.they were, subdued by Nars^s, a Roman 
general in the reign of the en^;ierop Just)- 

nian.. 

The Goths are mentioned by name^ in 
history^ fpr the first, time at thf commence- 
ment of the third century^ when they made A. D. us, 
an attack on the Roman provinces^ .in 
conjunction with the Gatti^ inhabitant^ 
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of CaBset ^ho . commenced their incur- 
sions in the reign of Aurelius^ and after- 
guards introduced the Goths into the Roman 
dominions. This inroad was repelled^ by 
the emperor Caracalla^ vfho defeated the 
invaders with great slaughter^ and would 
probably have exacted severe retributiou, 
had not the domestic disi^entions of, the 
Romans demanijed his presence in Italy/ 
and induced him to enter into a treaty of 
A.D. 1138. peace with them. Fifteen years after this 
event the Goths crossed the Danube^ and 
spread their multitudes over Mae^ia^ (Servia 
and Bulgaria.) It happened that the 
younger Gordian was then * engaged in war 
with the Persians^ and on his route into 
Asia Minor^ he attacked the barbarians^ 
and drove them out of the province with 
severe loss. ^ The consequences of this de- 
feat deterred them for a few years from 
invading the empire^ but ddring the reign 
A. D. 244. of Philip^ their king Gstrogotha uniting his 
OtirogUha^p^^plQ with the Scythian tribes resident 
in the south of Russia^ again crossed' the 
Danube^ and laid siege to Marcianopolis^ 
now Marcenopoli^ a city in Bulgaria^ near 
the Black Sea^ or^ as others will have it, 
though without the slightest regard to 
locality, Breslaw^ in Silesia. The arrival, 
^however, of the Roman army, compelled 
them to desist from their enterprixe, and 
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after some negociation^ they were induced 
to retrace their steps on receipt of a con- 
siderable sum of money. In a few years A. D. il9- 
Ostrogotha died, and Cniva^ his siiccesso)*^ Cniva. 
burning with ardour to distinguish himself 
as a warrior^ took the fields and advancing ^ 
to the former scene of action^ commenced 
hostilities against the Romans. The war 
was continued for some time with varied 
success^ but the result was unfavourable to 
the Romans: the invaders concentrated 
their forces in Massia> and falling on their 
"opponents, put them to the rout^ and the 
emperor Decius^ who had headed the 
troops> lost his life in the engagement. 

After this disaster^ the Romans despairing A. D. 351. 
of making any effectual resistance to the 
barbarians^ entered into a treaty with 
them^ and appealing to their avarice by 
the offer of an ample donation in the shape 
^of ransom^ purchased their alliance and re- 
treat. 

In the successive reigns of iEmilianusA.D. 253 
and Valerian, war again broke out between *'"''^^^* 
the Goths and Romans^ which continued for 
the space of two years^ and terminated in 
the barbarians being driven across the 
Danube by Gallienus, son of Valerian^ and 
Posthumus, a distinguished officer in the 
Roman service, to whom he had entrusted 
' the conduct of the war. It was, however. 
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impo9sihle to extinguish the rastlessi, spifit 

.of this enterprising nation: aifter 9X\ ijor 

A. D. 257. j^^jfyi^l ^ tranquillity, sujSci^Qt to enable 

them to recruit their shattered fiDjrcesu they 
\^g^^fl h^ recousse .to arms^ bur^ into the 
{4«m«.0f Thrape^ £p^ed their iff^y intp 
Qr^ece, and ravaged the country as fiu* as 
^^thens, whi^h they sacl^ed and partially 
destroyei). AUured by tlie expecAatjOA <^ 
n^ditieimJi i^yundefi^ aiid eQconrag^d by the 
faiQt resistance^ or peirhaps passive sqbmia- 
sioQ «if th/e terrified inhalntants of the dia- 
tric^ they had ravaged, the king of the bar- 
barians led hisf countrymen into Asia Minor^ 
penetrated as far as Epbesus, and destroyed 

' the celebo^ed temple of Diana. But their 
hon>eward march bore resemblaiiu;e to the 
.disorderly retreat of a defeated army, rather 
than to the steady prepress of victorioos 
troops : incumbered with spoil, and delayed 
by a lengthened tiain of captives, eacb 
barbarian was intent on the safe convey- 
ance of bis own plunder, and regardless 
equally of the orders of his chief and safety 
of his comrades^ Pepdipg these events, the 
emperor GalUenus w^ actively engaged ifi 
i*q)res8ing a rebellion in Gaul, but.tl^ 

. danger of the state demanding his imiiiQ- 
diate. presence, he relinquished the object 
of his expedition, and led back his army 
towards the east. No soQuer had the Goths 
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<rout^ onA coinqpeJUqg theiO; tQ i;^igii llilte^ir 
: idiUgottea spoils drow theoi iMn^r^Mss^tfa^ Da- 
nube. 

Tke Ibistory of the Gotbs^ ^ tl^ imio^^ 
contaias merely a repeti^i^ oi ^eeifkm of 
{duoder and deviMstatioQ^. for whenever tjbi^ 
band of time had effiiced from their minds th^e 
recollection of their formw disasters^ they 
recommenced the work, of d^structi^^ w^ 
redoubled rKrdouTt In the csoursj^ of a^w 
.years, they made another irruption iiof^ A* ^* ^^'^' 
Greece, in which they surpassed^ if pogat* 
ble. the enormities committed during their 
prior invasion of the seats of ancient leArn* 
ivig. This second outrage convinced the 
emperor that it was useless to place confi- 
dence in an enemy at once so near and 
powerful^ and be therefore marched against 
the Goths with a numerous army^ an4 in 
the full determination of bringing theiap^ to 
an unconditional surrender. In pursuimce 
of this plan^ he contrived to enclose tjipm in 
a narrow space^ and then cut off their sup- 
plies of provision^ harassed them by sud- 
den and unexpected attacks, and when 
they gave ground, pursued and destroy/^ 
them, without mercy^ The Qoths were 
thus reduced to the necessity of soliciting 
the clemency of their opponents, a:nd a truce 
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'wasjg^antM^ the prominent conditions of 
' ifirhich were the abandonmfent by the Goths 
•of all their Conquests on the south of the 
Danube^ and the promise that they wottM 
forbear^ for the future^ to invade the pro- 
vinces of the empire. At this time, the 
major part of the Grothic tribes were resi- 
dent in Moldavia and Wallachia, and thte 
remainder; farther to the east, on the banks 
of the river Don, at its confluence with the 

r 

Pb,lu* Mseotis, or sea of Azof. 

Some f fhag;ine that the Wisigoths were 
the i^ation who descended into Wallachia, 
and that the Ostrogoths constituted ^ sepa- 
rate tribe, were of Tartar extraction, and 
•originally emigrated from the vicinity of 
the Caspian Sea. There is, however, but 
slight foundation for the conjecture, and 
although it is impossible, at this remote 
period, from the want of sufficient informa- 
^tion on the subject, to argue the question 
with success on either side, those historical 
facts, the knowledge of which has de- 
'scfendedto the present day, clearly negative 
"the supposition. 
A. D. «68; On the accession of the emperor Clau- 
*dius, the Goths ventured to recommence 
hostilities: with this intent they assembled 
in vast numbers, passed the Danube, aud 
' commenced their ravages at their usual 
points of attack, Bosnia and Servia. The 



emperor,, in iinitation of the examjdie of his a . 
predecessor, immediately took the field 
against them, s^nd after defeating them in a 
series of battles, the. detail of which would 
afford neither amusement nor in^tructioUj 
pursued them with unremitting diligence 
till the barbarian multit^des , were nearly 
extirpated by the united effort^ of hunger 
and the swor^. Historians estin[iate th^ir 
loss at numbers which appear incredible; 
but without givijdg entire belief to their 
^calculations, it is certain that the carnafi^e 
was sufficiently great to prevent the Gotli9 
for some time from maJking any serious 
attack on the Roman provinces. The A. D. vi% 
scanty annals of the Goths are nearly 
destitute of information; as far as the 
Romans are interested, till the commence^ 
ment of the fourth century ; in the interim^ 
dii^utes arose between the^ roving tribes of 
A^enianni,, Goths and Burgundians, which 
led.to hostilities between those nations, and 
the tjme of the. contending parties was fully 
pcpupied in mutual jreprisals on the persons 
jind property of their opponents. When 
the termination of these differences enabled 
the Goths again to direct their attention to 
the Roman provinces, the, em,peror Aure- ^ 

lian deemed it expedient to sacrifice a por- 
tion, to presierye the residue, of his domi- 
nions, and accordingly eptered into a 



78 



A. D. 274. treaty With tlfetn for the cesmon oT Dftcift. 
By the terms of the arrangement; the Oothli 
were 'permitted to occupy that district kf 
conjunction wkh a nunierous body ^ Vaft* 
dais, who had descended from the north of 
Germany in ^quest of new abodes^ and the- 
childferi of the barbarian chiefs were de- 
livered into fhe hands of Aurdian, las host- 
ages for the good conduct of the nation; 
The emperor also prudently availed himst^ 
of the ^portunity, and on the onehandi 
strengthened the alliance by the inter- 
tnarriage^ot their principal women with thei 
Roman officers; and/on the other, effectual'^ 
ty weakened the power of ihe Goths, fey 
enlisting thiiltitTides' of them into tfie impe-* 
rial fitervice; and sending^ them 16 perish in 
the wtwTi hi which he was then engaged 
with the Persians. 

A. D. 353. Ouring the rieign of Constaritine, die 
^rtartc. |Q.^jjg broke the treaty, and under the com- 
mand of Ariacric, their king, invaded Thrace, 
but they were defeated, and ATiaric cbm* 
peBed to'iiiie for peace -and to "surrender Ms 
son to the Homans. The Gothic monarch 
afterwards tnade another incur^kyn into Bie 
states of the empire, which waa^qually un- 
Geftertc. fortunate i« its result, and Geberic, his 
successor, finding it unavaifing t6 continue 
hostifities against the Romans, madie War 
On the Vandkisi That nuiiidn immediately 
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took th6 field, dnd made head agaitist the 
Goths, but after sustaining repeated de- 
feats^ their force was so reduted that Visu- 
mar, rtieir king, was under the necessity of 
entreating the aid of the Romans, who ex- 
tended their protection to him and placed 
the Vandals in Pannonia. Thirty years . '' 

after the conclusion of this war, the Goths^^.. D. 354. 
are found engaged, with their kiiig Erma- "* 
haric, in a successful tontest 'with the 
HeruK;, a people then resident in Prussian 
Pomerania^ and governed by Alaric, their 
chief or prince : the Venedi who dwelt near 
Konigsberg, and the jEstui, a tril>e situated 
fertherto the east'of that plaee. The latter, 
^ho are especially mentioned as gatherers 
of amber, were evidently Prussians, and 
inhabited the province of Estland, the in-^^ 
habitants of which, at a more recent period, 
tvere denominated Estlings or Eastlings. 
Ermanaric, or Hermanaric, as he, is occa* 
sionally named, became, by the fortunate 
re^h of this war, sovereign over the greater 
part of Prussia and Germany, and it will 
appear from subsequent events, that lie 
also maintained his settlements on thie 
river Don. 

It is probable that the division of thej\. c. 367. 
Gothic nation happened at this period^ fot^Athananc. 
in the reign of the emperor Valens, the 
Wisigotiis are mentSoned by name/ as 
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having crossed the Danube under ihe com- 
mand of Athanaric, their prince^ or leader. 
Their expedition^ however, was unsuccess- 
ful, they were attacked by the Romans^, 
defeated with loss^ and reduced to submis- 
sion. 
A. J). S76. About this time the Huns attacked and 
defeated the Alauni^ a nation dwelling near 
the Don^ and then fell on that branch of 
the Goths which had encamped near the 
same river^ and mu^t in future be distin- 
guished by the name of Ostrogoths. £r- 
manaric, their king, took the field against 
the Huns, and made a resolute but ineffec- 
tual opposition to them, after which he 
WUheric^i^^p And was succeeded by his son, With- 
eric, an infant. Alatheus and Saphrax^ 
chiefe of the nation, then took charge of 
the people, and led them to, the banks of 
^ the Dneister, which separates Russia from: 
Turkey, and there joined Athanaric, king 
of the Wisigoths, and awaited the appear- 
ance of the enemy. The Wisigoths, how- 
ever, were seized with a panic on the 
approach of the Huns, and conceiving suc- 
cess to be impossible, deserted the banners, 
of their sovereign and marched away to 
. the Danube, headed by Alavivus and Friti- 
gemus, two of their generals. There they 
solicited the protection of the Romans, and 
Valens gave them permission to settle in 



Thrit^; OB qon^^^Ml tbsit Ik^y should s^-) 
reofler th^ir ai^rns before they crossed tiitt 
B^ubej md vwiga the custody of theii^; 
children. In the urg^ency of the moment^ 
they a^$i^nted tp . these rigporous ternois^ \mt 
fpund fne^ps^ by pfiering their money and* 
cajtHe a9 tenipt9.)ious to the ava^ice> and^ 
their wonaien tf> the lust^ of the Roman 
ofijcers, YihP vrere appointed to superintend 
their transit;, in ^, great m^easuire to avokl 
the fulfilinent of them, rphe Wisigothei 
scarcely h^ passed ike nver, when the 
P#rPg;o^hs^ 17V hp closely followed their 
$teps^ nia^i^. their i^ppearance and demand-^ 
e4 sio^ll^r prptectipDi but tbb was refused 
i)y thp eiiaperor frpin iDPtiyes of apprefaen-r 
sion a$ to the futur^e ppnduct of the fils^t 
fivpSr Tb^ ^isigoths^ ^hp had been al^ 
lowed to enter Thrace, were soon driven 
by famine at^ the cruelty of Lupiciaua 
1^ IVJ^ximqs, th^ Ron}^n governors of 
jthajt districts to revV^U, ajtid the Ostrogoths^ 
^eiziqg 9. ffiKQurable qppprtunity^ <u*QSsed 
the river ^n4 unitiQg their fprce to that of 
the Wi^igpth^^ attacked the Roman troops 
ne§r M^|[i!cianpppU9 and g^ve thei^ a. total 
deife^t, Lupipiqup falling in the action. 
The Huns immiedilLtely topk ftd vantage of 
tbqse djbsseqtipq^^ jpined theif fprcc& to 
thp^e of the Gptfays^, and made an inroad 
intp Tht9'0^f Yfiifih they, ravagjed with ftre 
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andsMrord. But the Romttns mftrched to 
the relief of the district^ and falling cm the 
enemy^ put them to the rout and captured 
vast numbers of prisoners^ whom they dis- 
tributed, according to their custom^ amongst 
the cities of Italy. This practice tended 
materially to accelerate the decline of the 
Roman power^ for it placed enemies around 
the imperial city, and enabled them to form 
plans against it, which had the projectors 
been situated at a- distance^ neither codld 
have been conceived nor carried into ope- 
A.D. 378. ration. The Goths were not disheartenied 
by their defeat, but again proceeded to 
attack the Romans : the emperor advanced 
from Constantinople to meet them, and a 
battle ensued near Adrianople, in whicli the 
barbarians were victorious, and Yalens fell 
in the conflict. 

Emboldened .by succe^, the Goths pro- 
ceeded to attack the city, but were » re- 
pulsed : they then directed their march 
towards Constantinople, which they be- 
sieged, and the terrified inhabitanis would 
have surrendered it to the barbarians, had 
not a party of Sarai^ens, who had taken 
refuge in it on the approach of the invaders, 
' resolutely stood on. the defensive, and by 
making repeated sallies on the Goths, who 
were unprepared for a protracted siege, 
f harassed and threw them into confusion. 
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It is said that the barbarians were filled wfth 
alarm at the ferocity of their hew opipo- 
netitsyand that their terror arose from the 
circumstance that in one of their early en-^ 
counters^ a Saracen having^ killed a: Goth, 
immediately proceeded to satiate his ftiry 
by sucking the blood of his adversary. 

The empire was, at this period, in a 
situation of no ordinary peril : on the east- 
ern side, it was over-run by the Goths and 
Huns, and in the west, the Alemanni took 
advantage of the general confusion to make 
a serious inroad into. Gaul. Fortunately, 
however, Gratian, who had been associated 
in the empire of the west at a very early 
age, and had resided for many years in 
that country, observing the critical situa- 
tion of affairs, fell on the enemy in the 
plains of Alsace, drove them across the 
Rhhie, and reduced them to' submission. 
After this victory, he proceeded by rapid 
marches towards Italy, and having nomi- 
nated Theodbsius, a general in the Roman 
service, einperbr in the east, furnished him 
•with troops, and directed him to expel the 
barbarians from the Roman territories. 

It has been already stated thait it was the 
custom of the Romans to distribute their 
captives and the children of strangers who 
.were placed in their hands, as hostages, in 
different provinces of the empir^, and there 

F 2 
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wer^; at ^^ perio4^ oonsiderable nombefS 
of persons of these descriptions in Asia. 
Tl}e intelligence of the Gothic war^ as it 
might be reasonably expected^ created ai| 
UQusiia) degree of a.nxi^ty in^ their minds^ 
accpnipanied by wishes for its favourably 
result tp their country n)en ; and Ji|lius^ the 
Roman general^ apprehending a , general 
insurrection^ gave s^ret orders that all th# 
Goths in Asia should be massacred oq 9, 
particular day^ and his cruel mandate wii@ 
carried into jexecution without resistance 
on the. part of tlie Qppres»ed^ or remorse on 
that of the oppresspr. 
A. D. 383. There )s a ebapm in history At this time 
vfrhich cannot be aceurately supplied^ but 
it may be collected that Gratifin and Theoi^ 
dpsipis finding it impossible effectually t^ 
resist the Goths in the fields withdrew their 
troops into fortified cities^ and from thence 
harassed them by frequent excursions. 
The Goths lost incredible numbers by this 
mode of warfare, and: the death of Priti- 
gerquei^ one of their principal leaders^ «t 
the fifame periods occasioned serious diaseir- 
tions f^mongst the various chiefs^ who ware 
competitors for the vaeant post^ amli these 
disturbances were nqt quelled until much 
bipod had been shed by the contending 
parties. Ju addition to these trpubles^ 
Modf^r^ a Gothic chiefs went over to the 
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fiomans^ aad by fais informatioa dnahlad 

ihem to surprise Ike mmn wruMf c€ Ihe 

Gotbsi which wai^ teikKcquentl j louied with 

immense Icisls. This accumulation of tnish 

^Ftunes induced Athanarfe^ Ihe Qoihit 

king; to propose teilxiB of peact^, to which 

iTheodosius readily acceded^ and on the 

^eohclusion of the treaty^ the barbarian 

Tisited Constantinople, where he was entar- 

ftiiined with suitable magnific^ce^ But the 

journey proved iktal to him ; his constitution 

was undermined by repeated excesses^ ftnd 

he died from intoxiqation lit a banquet^ or^ 

las some will have it^ by means of poison. 

• After the decease of Athannrie^ numbered A. D. sss, 

of the people remained in Thrace^ but 

others retired across the Danube under the 

ecmimand of Alatheus and Saphras, and 

f wandered on. the northern bahlc of that 

river for the space of three years. At the 

: conclusion of that period they returned it^ 

great force under the command of Alatheus, 

their numbers having incireased not only in 

the ordinary course of population^ but by 

the addition of swarms of other barbarians; 

< equally restless and unsettled^ and prepared 

to invade the empire. The Rotnans, how% 

r ever^ had watched their movements atten-i 

tively, and seizing a favourable opportunity 

^ attacked and defeated them with incredible 

! slaughter^ be^r^tliey could coticentj^te 
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their forces or commence hostilities with 
effect. But the phyiScal streni^th of the 
bai^barians ^as such that the Romans could 
neither annihilate nor effectually repd 
them^/ and Theodosius at length esta- 
blished the Goths in Thrace^ as the only 
remedy for the increasing evil^ and enlisted 
forty thousand into the Roman service. 
A column is said to have been erected at 
Constantinople, on which was engraven the 
narrative of a splendid victory obtained by 
Theodosius over the Quadi on the banks of 
the, Danube, and the probability is that a 
portion of the barbarian army engaged in 
the war, consisted . of jthat nation : for the 
Quadi^ though usually termed Germans, 
were Sarmatians equally with the Goths. ^ 
A. D. 392, Towards the close of the fourth century^ 
the Christian religion which began to be 
widely diffused over the continent of Eu- 
rope, found its way into Germany and 
Gaul, a:nd Uphiido, a bishop of the former 
country, materially contributed to the dis- 
semination of the gospel by translating it 
into the Gothic language. 
A. D. 305, Puring the joint reign of Arcadius, as 
emperor of the east,, and Honorius of the 
JIaric. west, Alaric, who became king of the Goths 
on the death of Athanaric, made an inroad 
into Greece, captured Athene, and laid the 
jidjacent country waste; but &$tilico, Che 



m 



Somaa genetsil, intercepted his reireat^ -d^* 
feftted his anQy^. atid drove the Goth^ back 
in to. the north. This succ^s produced a 
tan^orary cessation of hostilities^ but it was 
not of long duration. » -» 

Gainas and Tribigild^ chiefe in theGotliici 
service, attended by many of their country- 
men^ paid a visit to Constantinople, where 
the emperor Arcadius then reigned, and 
allured by the splendour of the city and 
encouraged by the effeminacy of its inha* 
bit^nts, boldly aispired to the imperial dig- 
aiity, and ^dec]are4 their intentions at !a 
public festival. This event created a se* 
rious disturbance, but, fortunately for Ar- 
cadius, the soldiers and mercenaries in 
Roman pay, continued unshaken in. their 
allegiance, and evinced their fidelity by 
falling on the Goths, who were; cut to 
pieces, and Gainas atoned fo): his tenterity 
by the loss of his life. ; Alatic had recrjiited 
bisc forces in the ijitieipnediate period, and 
this event again brotigbt.him into the fiefd 
accompanied by a cloud of Goth^^ with 
whom he ravaged Italy and penetrated as 
far as Rome. Honorius then resided in the 
city of Milan, but being, unprepared to 
defend it against the iniKaders, fled to Pql-^ 
lentia with his treasures, add AJaric, tempted 
by the. prospect of a golden harvest, imme^ 
di^tely followed hm. , It j^appened. opp^r-r 



> ttm^lf fer die talperor that Stifiao w» Sit 
lHmd> iliid'tfaiit general lost not aa iHstuit 

id tnafchiog to the mli^f of hi s ^ sovtr^g^n, 

* iviioni he found bei^ged witbin the waUs 
of PoUentia^ and defend^ onty by a^fefr, 
faithful iildbei^ebts. Oh tht arriTal of the 

-Roman comntander> he made {Iroper dis- 
positions for suhouriding the Obths/ add 
the latter, apprehiensive of being bemaikl 
in between the Roman army and the towa^ 
»iade a furious attack on their opponents^ 
whibh tetmiifated in the total defeat of the 
bilibarians. The remnant of the Gotbic 

-fugltiire^ fled fh>m the scene of action fo 
Verona> Where they were rallied by Alarie^ 

' and being re*itifbrced by additional bodies 
of their eountrymien; awaited the asfsault of 
Stilieo. Nor did he disappoint their ^x- 

fe'ctatiot^: bating hiised the sijlsge of 
FoUentiaand sethil^ royal master isit liberty^ 
hecondiieted him to Ravenna^ (to wMch 
pityy on account df its better security. 
Honoring determined to remove the i^eat 
pf govermhentjand theilied his victbribUs 
trbopis agaibst the Goths^ whmn he otelr- 
threw in a gteat battlb, and destroyed sUeh 
immense numbers th&t Alaric was UAable 
for six year*, tb uftdbrtake any act of 
a^g¥e^s]bii agaibi^t the Roman '■ terHlories. 
Several MbiiS bf V^dakuhd Q^^dtts ^ho 
'^Ve a^\Mfgftn^^ Gotte, silflr«M4 ^verety 
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111 dMf«cti{m'8tid waB ditti^ od^^ 
(fe^ Chen tnade an' littack 4n Prance; «l 
ife^icb th^y it^eradcfeatedtifrilh^gteat dftHgb-' 
ter> md the rannifint <xf /tfie Vandate iAff^ 
tttoMlif foreed Otir way ifit6 Spaiiii dud 
^talilMed t&^ms^lti^d in* ti«k country. 

Oh tile deeease of Attsadiyt ^ 4he cotirttort A. D. ^8. 
of Honorius; envious of the popttlarity and 
liiilttary fame of Stilico/ charged Um t^di 
-dbftffection to the goTernnient^ aiid tke 
-emperor giving^ credence to th^r dteertkina, 
issued (Orders for (ibe destracUdn: of the 
merttorious officer^ to whom he iiras w^ 
?dd>ted for the recent pjreserration of Ms 
^tfcrone. Bwt tiiiii Mt of injustitiB did not 
escape with impunity ; Atftrie again poured 
.his troops into Itnly^and laid siege to Rome^ 
f and as the army was destitute of any lead^ 
•eompeteot to direet its operations with 
effect^ the empeiror was obliged to ptif* 
chase the retreat of the GotSisi by payment 
of a vast sum of money. Even this e*- 
ipedient was but of sttght avail, for Alark; 
-returned' in the following year, took posses- 
sion of the city, ttnd having permitted his 
/Soldiers tO plunder at discretion, raised 
Attalus, a RoMan prefect, to thi^ i^nk of 
Governor, and then retired to the north df 
ttaly . The severity of the Gdtlric leader 
^ Vttky be attributed pritadpaUy toan act of un- 
-IMtYantstble'^rueHy eommitt^ by Honorius 
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tlie ec^my . It ^afi the ^policy of the Rotnaii 
government on all occasioiisr^ to take host"- 
ages from the barbarians with whom: they 
enteried into treaties /of alliance^ and thase 
pledges of public faiths together with the 
prisoners taken in action, were, as it has 
been already mentioned> dii^tributed for 
safe cuatody amongst the cities of Italy. 
Honorius, sensible of the danger of per- 
mitting these disaffected multitudes to r€^ 
main in. the rear, at the titoe when he was 
assailed in: the front by hostile armies of 
thie.same natiouj was persuaded to put 
tliem to death, and the order .b6ing carried 
into execution without delay, thousands of 
Goths perished in the general massacre, 
and the barbarian troops in ihe Roman 
sc^rvice, irritated at. this outrage on huma- 
nity, deserted Jn crowds to the camp of the 
enemy. But the misfortunes of Rome did 
not here terminate, nor was the measure of 
her qalaqiity complet^ly filled. Attains, in 
the admini^riMtion of the public ! affairs, un- 
fqrlwiately gave umbrage to AiaHc, who 
descended for thf3 third time toi^i^rds Rome, 
and the inhabitants, over-rating their means 
of defence and dreeing the fury of the 
Qotbs, ineqi)sid^rat^ly s^t him at defiance 
.and prepared to defend ^eir walls. But 
tl^e .efl^minfite spiiit; of tiie -degenerate 
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Romans waii ill-qualified to slrii^gle I'vilK 
the hardy genius of the invader. Rome 
was stormed and plundered ; her cMef meii 
and their children fell a prey to the fury^ 
and the i¥omen to the lust^ of the besi^;ers: 
her poorer inhabitants were annihilated 
without distinction of age or sdx: h« 
splendid edifices were devoted to the flalmes : 
her treasures ransacked^ and the mistress of - 
the world, weltering in her blood, sank sit 
the feet of the barbarian. 

After these events, Alaric planned theA. D. 414. 
conquest of Sicily, but was arrested in his ^'**^4^*- 
career by the hand of death before he could 
carry his ambitious projects into execu- 
tion, and Atualph, or Adolphus, his brc^ 
ther^in-law, became king of the Goths. 
Alaric left a son, named Theodorid, who, 
at a subsequent period, assumed the reins 
of government, and though there is not any 
reason assigned for his temporary exclusion 
from the throne on the death of his father^ 
the probability is that he was too young 
and inexperienced at that time to assumie 
the command of his restless and warlike 
people. On his accession, Atoalph married 
the princess Placidta, daughter of the em- 
peror Tbeodosius, an event which united A 
him to the Roman interests, . and the first 
proof given of his attachment to that cause 
was the circumstance of his marching infb 
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(SAhI ib attadc Joviniji^, who had nwumed 

the imp^riAl d%nitjr iti tbftt province. lii 
Ihk 0xt»editioQ the Gotlpic kitig was sw* 
piesslful^ and having' redueied Jovinus to 
9ubmi$sion^ hie projb^cNied to Spain iind 
tvas assassinated at BiurcieloDa^ by Singerkj 
n Hun> to whom he faadocvifided the chdrge 
of part of his troops^ and whdse ambition 

A. D. 4i5.:was gmti^ied by succeeding to the com- 

S^^^w-^^^ of the Gpths. Atqalph, it is said, 

resided principally At Na/bohUe, a city 

.1 . . ' nepir the western shore of tbfs Qo)f of 
- . ■ ■ JLyoqs^ Mid tiiis conjectiifis t$ founded on v 
rthe fact that when the Fmnks in the sixth 
■century> took possession of that plaeci they 
4i6Covered a quantity of cups^ chalices, 
.aiid other royal paraphernalia belonging to 
.hinii The villainy of Singeiic iii destroy- 
ing bis benefactor, did not escape obser- 
vation but speedily received the punish- 
ment it deserved. Gonstakitius> a Roman 
general, married the princess -Hacidta, 
widow of Atualph, and liaviiig been per- 
f mitted by Honorius to participate in tJbe 
•sovereign power, set his army in motion 
f against the assassin, who (eSi, in his turn, 
by the sword of one of his adherents. 
If^Wa^Wallia, a Gothic chief, then assumed the 
> command of the natioo, with the concur- 
'rence of the Romans, and marching into 
(jSfxiin, defeated the Vandals, wi^.hadtakw 



up tbdr 4bode therei w aeyimm ImttiQi^ 
Tb^; victtdrioiis Goth$ proceeded U> occupy 
the nQxth of Spain ftnid the ^outh of Francei . 
and thus laid the foundation3.of the Wisir 
gpthie kingdooiyof lyhich Toulouse bcK^ame 
the capita^ and the residence of Walliii* 
Num^Hfl? of tb^ Alftuui who had emigrated A* I^* ^^* 
fro«i the nicioity of.tbe Bkck Sea, andof^^"^'- 
the Hilingi/apeople of Vandal origio, hadiSjpatit. 
found their vf^y, ^t an earlier period, intp 
Spain, and w.hen the Vandals, who arrived ^ 
ne;(t in succession, were oppressed by the 
Wisigoths, they> in turn, encroached on 
the . possessions of the Alauni tad Siliogi', 
and drove them Jnto the int0ri6r of tht 
country* 

Qn the death of; W^alUa^ Theadorie, son Theodo^i^. 
ol Aiaric, became king of the nation, an4 
renewed, the war against the Vandals, and 
qoaipeUed them to retire to. a greater dis-** 
tance from the fr/cmtiers, on which the latter 
again fell on the Alauni and SHingi and 
nearly annihilated them. , The ultimate fate 
of these tribes is uncertain, but it is pro-» 
babte that the j^emnant of the Silingi was 
ld)sprbed by the Vandals^ and that the 
Alauni withdrew into Cati^lonia, and when 
that pro¥ince waa afterwardsvseized by the 
Goths, became lost amongst their con- 
querors* This conjecture is heightened by 
the cii^umstance that, the words Catalannl 
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0r GotalMtit^ names' given to the aticient 
kibaUtants of Catalonia> are evidently com- 
pounded of the appellatives of each nation^ 
GothuB and Alaunus. 

A. D. 428. A few years after these events^ the Van- 
dals were solicited by Boniface^ a Roman 
general^ who was at variance with his courts 
to pass into Africa, an invitation which 
they readily accepted, and resigned their 
possessions in Spain to the Wisigoths. 

4.D. 44i. At this period, the Goths formed an 
alliance with the Burgundians, who had 
descended from their native country to the 
southern districts of France^ and joining 
that nation, laid siege to Narbonne/but 
they were attacked by Mtiu^, who com- 
manded the Romans/ and repulsed with 
great loss> whilst their new allies escaped 
destruction by retiring into the mountains 
of Savoy. The presence of iEtius being 
required at Rome^ he entrusted the com- 
mand of the army to Litorius, one of his 
officers^ and the latter having rashly be- 
sieged Totilouse^ the residence of'Theo- 
doric^ Was defeated by the Gothic monarch, 
and would have been cut off entirely with 
his troops, had not iEtius opportunely re- 
turned and succeeded in making peace. 

A. D. 450. Tliis year was rendered memorable in 
consequence of the invasioji of Gaul by the 
Huns^ which was occasioned principally by 
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the following incident; ^heodoric htti 
Wo damghters^ one. of whom married Re- 
dhiarites^ king of the Suevi, and the other 
was affianced to Hunnoric, son of Genseric, 
king of the Vaiidals. Under the infamous 
pretence that she was forming a cbnspir^y 
against hiin^ Oenseric deprived his daughter 
in-law of her nose and eari^^ and sent her in 
that mutilated state to Theodoric^ who im- / 
mediately todk up arms against hlm^ atid 
aided by the Romans^ prepared to avenge 
the crime by the destruction of the Vabndal 
king. Genseric^ conscious of his inability 
to resist the united fwces ef the Goths iand- - 
Romans, had recourse to stratagem and 
prevailed on Attila, king of the Hunsj w^o 
was -then in • Itsdy, to invade the southern 
parts of Gaul, in consequence of which 
-Theodoric had only the alternative t-o forego 
his revenge or abandon his dominions to 
the mercy of the invaders. 

Attila fell with unrelenting fury on the 
fairest provinces of Gaul : consigned the 
city of Metz with others of inferior riote, to . . 
the flames, and besieged Orleans^ whiek 
would have ftUen into liis possession, had 
not the Goths and Romans hastened to its 
relief. A desperate encounter took place ♦ 

between the Huns and their opponents near 
the town of Chalons sur Marne^ i& whicb'A^ IX^450. 
'Attila was totally /defeated^ ^but tlte victory 
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iMlt: pttfolwfl^rdearly o«| the pfirt of th^t 
aUifs, TbjeodQric h^ing killec} ia the batU«.^ 
DapFi^s9j8d by th)s reverse of fortune, i^e^ 
lions weje compelled to solicit a cessatioiv 
9f l)9§(i|itiep> iM^f} <^ make pf ace; with the; 
Roman^j a^i^ ye); ^eir turbulent 4isposi]|40|i 
%gf^n dispjA^ye^ i^lf before the conclusion; 

A. D. 45S.^^he ye*r, )^y another incursiqin intp pfiuL 
rjsmun .^ ^jjjch they were repelled by Tborisinund 

J%rasimtmd0]p 'ThragHtaim^, kiqg of the Wisjigpthsx 
lif hp had i|upce|5fded to the throne of Theo-; 
doripj hi^ iatl^eo and drivf^n bac)c jntq 

A. D. 454. In the ^suing year^ Petronius Ma^imup^ 
th^ reigning emperor^ haying been put t9 
^f^tK Ay^tjyi&U n^tgistisr milituoi, or com- 
Hiander in chief of the Rom^n tf oops, y(B^ 
fru^pprted by the Gpths^ and rafsed to the 
jIBpi&r^al dignity in the west: an event 
whiph oifprds a convincing proof of th^ 
height^ which the power of the Wisigothi^ 
aaMon had ^en attained. Thorismund did 
not long i^uryive his victory over AUif^i 
TTleorforw. feeing a^sjwsin^ted |i>y hi9 >-otber Theor 
4pric> wholovnediately a^^rn^d the thrpqf 
im4 engaged in 9. blpody war with th* 
Stievi^ whp wierp then in Spain, hea^fld l^y 
their king, Rechiariusj in which he nearly 
annihilate their army. 

A. Bi 458. After a reign of eight ye^r^, TUffiqfi^m^ 
^«'*«'- was kilted by his br/other, EBricu§, and jtf» 
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latter governed the Widigoths fbr the 
period of twenty-two years, during which 
he extended his dominions in Guul from 
Toulouse to the river Loire, and captured 
the city of Marseilles in the south of Prance, 
and the towns of Saragossa and Pampeluna 
in Spain . The Suevi, who inhabited the north 
of Spain and of Portugal, were occupied 
for several years in contests amongst them- 
selves for the sovereign power: the prin- 
cipal competitors were Pratan, Masdras, 
Framarius, and Remismund, and the pro-' 
gress of their dissentions was marked by 
the plunder of Oporto and Lisbon. -As 
there has not yet been given any detailed 
account of the riide and progress of these 
barbarians, it may be as well to mention 
that their original establishment was in 
Lusatia, a district ^of Upper Saxony, from 
whence they emigrated into Spain, and in 
the course of their descent from their na* 
tive forests towards the south, drew with 
them many scattered tribes of Marcomanni, 
Alemanni, and other German nations, who 
are frequently confounded with them under 
the general denomination of Suevi. 

Ou the death of Euricus, Alaric, his son, A. D. 
succeeded to the throne, and employed the 
eariy part of his reign inr completing and 
revising a code of laws, which bad been 
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partially compiled, by kis father^ and the 
Wisigothic kingdo9i> then. 4i!stinguishe4 
by the. i|amQ o£ Gothia> became subject^ 
for the first ti|»e^ to written grdinance^. 
Alaric ms^rried theudigotha^ daughter of 
Theodoric^ king of the Ostrogoths^ at thftt 
tiine virtua,liy king of Italy ,. by whom he 
fiad one son^. Amalarick : he lilsp, \eti a. 
natural son^ named Ge8alic> whose transient 
ftpp^anceoQ the stage, of public life scarc^r^ 
ly deserves notice. 

A. D. 490. About this period, Clovis, tjje celebrated: 
king of the Fr9.nks, b^an to makeJncur-. 
I^jpns into that , part of the Wisigothic dor 
fninions situated in thQ south, of France^ 
a.od ft lyar ensued, which, continued s^yeral 
years and ended in. the death of AJiaric^ who 
was killed in battle, and the. conquest by. 

A. D. 507. Cloy is of all the country as. fi^r as Bour^ 

. ; ^''^e probability is, that the, greater part 
pf the , kingdom wquld have fallen into the 
power of the conqueror, bad not Theor 
dp?:»c, king of the Ostrogoths, become 
alf^^il^e^ fprth^rSafety of his o\i[n territories^ 
and marched out of Italy at the head of a 
- cpnsiderable force, to interriapt his vic- 
torious carper^ ; Thev Qonteinding acmiest 
met at^rfes, a^ city near the mouth, of tb# 
Rh«ne>.,^d a ftirio]gKSk.engagei«enjt ^^u^i 
in which Clovis and his Franks experienced 
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a severe defeat; and were compelled' to re- 
trace their steps. 

The Goths destitute of a feader^ raised 
GesaTfc, the eldest son of Alaric/ to the^^'*^-' 
throne, but he was deposed by Theodoric, 
the Ostrogoth, who placed the croivn on 
the head of his infant grandson^ Amalarick, 
^iid in the cliaracter of his guardran, pro-* 
t^cted his dominions ff om the inroads of the 
Pranks during his minority. 

At the death of Theodoric, Amalarick A. D. 630. 
assumed the reins of government, and pru- 
dently contracted ah alliance with his for- 
midable neighbours, by marrying Clotildis, 
daughter of Glovis, and thus ensued safety 
^hd tranquillity to his subjects. Amalarick 
was afterwards killed, but whether by acci- A. D. 531. 
dent or design is not known, and Theudis, /^^^***'* 
the lieutenant or principal commander of 
the Wisigoths, seized the crown on failure of 
ihe royal line. After a lapse of some years A. D. 548. 
he was opposed by Theudiscus^ another ^^^^*^* 
leader of the same nation, and a tumult 
arose, in which Theudis was slain and 
Theudiscus immediately proclaimed kingf 
fh his stead. • But the ferment thus excited^ 
was not easily allayed^ and the attractions 
of royalty, to which there was not any chief 
then entitled by descent or usage, induced 
other competitors to enter the field, a- 
mongst vthom the principal were Agila and 
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Mhanagtld. These prindes^ or. comraand* 
A. D. 549. ers, disputed the possession of the throne 
«««^ ''•with Theudiscus^ and having succeeded in 
deposing him after a short contest^ in which 
he lost his newly acquired honours and ^is 
life^ turned their arms against each other^ 
and fortune favouring the cause of Atha- 
nagild^ he ascended the throne. In the 
midst of these contentions^ the Franks^ no , 
longer united to the Wisigoths by the ties 
of family compact^ availed themselves of 
the opportunity aflforded by the unprotected 
state of their country^ and led by Childe^ 
bert and Clotarius^ seized on Gascony^ an 
extensive tract between the . river Garonne 
and the Pyrenees, which they wrested from, 
the feeble hands of the Wisigoths. A tem- 
porary suspension of hostilities succeeded 
these events, overtures for peace were 
made, and the negociatio^ terminated in 
the marriages of Sigebert and Chilperic^ 
the sons of Clotarius, with Brunehild and 
Gaiiesuinth, daughters of the Wisigothic 
king. 
A. D. 567.. On the death of Athanagild, Livoa, and 
Leor^HM. Leovigild, his brother, chiefs of the same 
nation, successively assumed the sovereign 
power, and reigned without molestation, 
till Hermanegild, sou of the latter monarchy 
having espoused Ingundis, daughter of 
Sigebert and Brunehild, or> as others insist. 
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of 'diitperic aiid' €railesuhith> bedarrie a' 
convert to the tenets of the orthodox 
church, rebelled against his father; who 
adhered to the doctrines of Arius, and threW 
the kingdom into confusion. A civil war 
ensued, which was carried with the greatest 
animosity for several years: the Pranks^ 
Suevi^ and Romans, alternately assisting 
the prince, in the character of allies; but 
at length Hermanegild experienced a fatal 
reverse of fortune and fell into the hands 
of his incensed parent, by whom he was 
immediately put to death. 

Having thus delivered his kingdom from A. D. 585, 
the scourge of war, Leovigild determined 
to take revenge on the Suevi, who had ma- 
terially contributed to the transient suc- 
cesses of his son : he therefore attacked ^ ^ 
ihetn with all his troops, gave them a signal 
defeat, seized and imprisoned their king 
Audeca, and united their territories to his ' * 
own. 

The Wisigothic* monarch did not long A. D. 586. 
survive the restoration of peace, and at his Reccaredw. 
death, Reccaredus, his second son, ascended 
the throne and married Ingundis, by whom 
he was converted to the orthodox faith; and 
assumed the titles of Catbolicus and Chris- ^ 
tiiinis^imus. The Wisigothic kings had, 
-till this period, professed the faith of Arius, 
^snd it id to be regretted that the first adorer 



of the Trinity should have drawn the sword 
of persecution against those who dissented 
from his religious opinions. Certain^ how- 
ever^ it is^ that the Jews^ of whom con- 
siderable numbers were resident in Spain] 
having been transported^ it is said^ by th^ 
emperor Adrian from Judea> w^re severely 
persecuted and many of them cpm.peUe4 
reluctantly to profess Christianity. 
Chmda^ On the decease of Reccaredus, Chindp^r 
' suinth became sovereign of the Wisig<>ths, 
and died in a few years^ leaving two chiU 
dren in their minority^ Favila^ afterwurdt^ 
Duke of Cantabria^ and Theudefr^di vrho 
became Duke of Cordova. As the son9 of 

• • • 

the deceased monarch were inqQi[npeteit^ 
on account of their youth^ to a^uiqe th? 
Enieo. reins of government^ Enico^ a Wisigothj^ 
chiefs ascended the throne^ und sub^e^- 
quently bequeathed the royal power tp 

WUha. his son Witiza, who, with thp view of se- 
curing the uninterrupted possession of th^ 
crown, caused Favila and Theudefrfr(} to 
be put to death. But the murderer di4 ^Qt 
escape with impunity: Rod^rie, sOn of 
Theudefred^ on his arrival a,t matthopt), 
excited a rebellion against hirn>. and put tljue 

JRocfertc. usurper to death. Roderic theii filled the 
\acaut throne, and governed the , people 
several years without molestation by .i&>* 
.?!9ff?. 9r domestic en^pies*^ Tbi* inoiiftri6}i 
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k celebrated in )]lst;ory> for (be «pte(&dotA- of 
Mb military Hoiiievements^ tti^ grAci^lulndifig) 
iof hii pbfsdnv and the bemv6tofi(c6 t»f Ms 
?d»api»9itioEi ; but tim iMlxlgm^^k ot tM- 
bridled passions ledi hii^ td d^stlf^etidtt, 
knd hasteiied (lie dissbliition df the WiUi- 
gothic kiBgdoin/ Rbdeiid became ena- 
ipoured with the daughter of Coatit Julian^ 
-who ranked kmbngst tlie chief of hi^ dub^ 
jeets,, and found means^ by (on^^tpb^ 
.sudision^ to viokte ti6i^ person and i$tiitti|> 
4iagrace on her father's name. 

The anger ojf the irritated parent Wa^ ki- 
-capable of being appeased by any o\hl& 
sacrifice than the life of the offender t $h 
5c<nijunction with the sons of Witizft, h^ 
jraised the standard of reirolt and itiviti^d 
the Saracens^ who bitd oternMi ]ifauritaniii> 
to make an incursion intd SpdSn. Th^ 
foUoireFs of Mahomet^ inflamed wkh tiie 
desire of humbling'' tbe Christian kki^, 
readily accepted the overture^ knd qtiiitinj^ 
the shores of Africa^ landed oti th6 opposite 
coasts under the guidance of CoimtJuliatt, 
Roderic tiiarehed instatitly with the flowed 
:bf his antiy to attack th€j invaders, add. i 
desperate and bloody conflict ensiled ; but 
fortune deserted his banners, and the sove- 
reignty of the Wisigoths in Spain, which 
had existed three hundred years, perished A, D. rn, 
with Roderic^ the last of their kings. 
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On the advance of the enethy, the rem^ 
nun t of the Goths retired into the north- 
western provinces of Spain^ and established 
their residence iii the mountainous districts 
<^Asturia8 and Gallicia^ where they con- 
tinued to defend themselves for several 
centuries against the attacks of the Ma- 
homedans. 

Within one hundred and fifty years after 
the death of Roderic^ Pelagius^ or Pelagio, 
nikUied the descendants of the Wisigoths, 
made head against the Arabians^ or Sara- 
c^nSj as they are more frequently tenned, 
and founded the kingdom of Leon. His 
example was imitated^ in course of time^ by 
other chiefs of the same nation, and the 
states of Navarre, Castile, and Arragon, 
successively arose out of the ruins of the 
Gothic monarchy. The Arabians, how^ 
4Bver, by dint of personal bravery and poli- 
tical strength, maintained their ascendancy 
till the fourteenth century, when the Chris- 
tian inhabitants of the country overpowered 
them in turn, compelled them to seek 
refuge on the barren shores of Africa, and 
thus terminated the dominion of the Moors 
>U Spain. 
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THE OSTROGOTH?. 

' . >. 

Haying detailed the rise and Tall of the 
Wisigothic kingdom^ it remains, in the next • 
place, to trace the steps of the Ostrogoths, 
who, it will be remembered, were permitted 
to establish themselves in Thrace towards 
the conclusion of the fourth century. A. D. S90. 

By the death of Attila and the .retreat of 
his sons and most of their companions to 
the vicinity of the Black Sea, from whence A. D. 455/ 
they had emigrated; the Ostrogoths were' 
delivered from the restraint, till that time 
imposed on them by the presence of iheir 
formidable neighbours. Finding them-, 
selves under the necessity of extending 
their boundaries in consequence of the in- 
crease of their population, the Ostrogoths 
crossed the Danube, occupied the tract of 
country situated between Sirmium, or Sem- 
lin, and Vienna> and wrested Belgrade, in 
Hungary, from the possession of the Sar- 
matian tribes, by whom it was occupied. A. D. 467. 
But they were not permitted thufc to enlarge 
their territories without molestation : for 
the space of four years fhey were per- 
petually at variance with the Romans and 
such of the Huns as remained in Pantionia,' 
after the retreat of the sons of Attila, and 
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it was not until the accession of Leo to the 
throne of Constantinople^ tliat they were 
enabled to enjoy a rei^ile frofH the fatigues 
of war. They made a treaty of peace with 
that^mperqr and then ^ireetei) their At- 
tacks against the witndering remnant of thof 
Huns> whom they effectually 'd^sa^bl^d hy a 
series of defeated from making incursions id*? 
to their territories after which they turnadi 

.'. : . their arms aigainst th^ S^^bi^ns and B^ysi^r. 
T}Bns, the latter of whom came into notice 
for the first tim^^at this period of history^* 

Aj. D. 476, . The rapid progr^s of Odo£|cer^ prince of 
the Heruli> and his intasion of Italy^ inK 
duced Zeno> who suc^eed^d to ib$ tlirone 
qn the death of Leo^ to iiivite . the Osiron 
goths into the western part^ of Thnkse^ 
with th« view of ititerpo^ing them as a lino 
of defeime against . tbe^ ?4einy> should h6 
venture to a^ail the ijuperia) dominiona^nt 
the east. . The ' Ostr<»goths aototdingly 
quitted Paqnpnia^ . crossed the Danube 
u^ider th0 c^^ram^^od of Uiree .brothers^ 

TAeorfoOTtr, Thnodom^r, Waiamifi i^itd Widijnir, and 

,;^^^^^*'^'ad^^ncing tOM^Q^rds the west> (sfieetuaUy 
iFic/tWr. siscured thi J^ia^.tero states from attatdti 
whilst Odiiaq^r^ piirsuiog/his conquests iti 
ltalv,4^I¥>s94RGimpliis^. or Augusta^ m 
hp m Q^asipwUy« termed^ empemr of thq 
^$stj and a^mn^ the governiiient of I talyi 
$vbs(^%m^illly t#..this .emigidaiioiv Widinlifi 



sepanited ^kttlself from fais brolliers And 
taking with hkn a coiasiderable mitnber of 
his icouotryixueil^ led them in seteeh of ivefr^ 
odvieiitpres iotd Italy and Gaul : Walan^ 
9ffas kilkd in a contest with istime of the 
neighfaottring pa»ple> and Theodoinir be*, 
came sole king of the Oatrogoths* At his 
decease^ he left two children^ Antalafrid, 
and Theodocic. Tfa« former niarried Thiw- 
jaimund) king of the Vandals^ and the latttt* Tkeodark^ 
ascended the thtooe^ and became the motft 
distinguished miraarch of the natioa. Ifk ' 
learly youth, he had been seat as a hostage 
to Constantinople^ where he received a 
liberal education and acquired. a ktiow*^ - '^ - 
Ifedge oi' military tactics and political seiH 
.ence, . with . which few oo^teoaporary sore- 
reigns ^ were endowed^ aiai whidii enabled 
inm to govera his people iil prosperity and 
peace for the spaos of foHy years* The 
ambition of Odoacer was preparing to in* 
dulge itself in farther conquests, when the 
emperor Zeno^ alarmed fw the safety o(ih^ 
eai^t . and probably aotoatad by a latent 
apprehension of the ambitious yiews of the 
Ostro^Gpthic moaarch, persuaded Theq- 
doxio> to lead his troops into Italy and 
wrest the laurel from, the hand k»f tlie vip- 
lnurious barbadan.. The kilig jmitiedia|cly 
adopted the suggestion^. aqdcoUfeting an 
4uriny adequate to the magnitigla of tk^ 
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^^tetprize, marched into Italy atid fm)*^ 
claimed the object .of his expedition. The 
war was not so remarkable for its ^duration 
a9 for. the fury of the' contending parties; 
A desperate battle was fougpht between the 
hostile armies on the banks of the Isonzo, 
or Lyzonso> a river which forms the eastern 
boundary of the city of Aqnileia^ in which 
Odoacer. sustained a. severe defeat and re*^ 
treated to . Verona. Another engagement 
ensued in the vicinity of that place^ when 
the good fortune of Theodoric again pre* 
vailed aiid. the Heruli were. routed with 
dreadful carnage. 
A. 0. 489.. After these fatal reverses, Odoacer had 
not any other alternative than that of col^ 
lecting the scattered remains of his forces, 
retiring within the walls of Ravenna, and 
there awaiting the final attack of his elated 
foe. But Theodoric fully appreciated the 
valour of a desperate enemy, and wisely 
determined to reduce his strength gradually 
by. famine, rather than stake his. own for- 
tune . on the hazard of a single cast. Ue 
therefore contented himself with encom- 
passing the city with his troops and cutting 
.off, the supplies of the Heruli^ in conse- 
quence of which they were obliged to 
capitulate, and Odoacer having been in- 
.vited to participate in a magnificent enters 
lainment giveri by Theodoric to the cs^tive 



chiefs aflter the- surreiider ' of RAv^iim, w'lis 
assassinated^ either by design or accident/ 
in one of those tumults with which the -^ 
military banquets of the early ages fre« 
quently concluded. 

On the death of his rivals Theodoric be- A. D. 400. 
came in fact^ though not by title^ king of 
Italy^ over which he reigned more than 
thirty years^ in splendour • and tranquillity, 
nor is it a slight proof of his moderation 
that altibough a. professed Arian, he tole« 
rated the exercise of the Catholic faith and 
continued the practice of the Roman em- 
perors, by nominating, in cases of vacancy 
luising from death or resignation, the 
Bishop, or, as the person possessed of that 
dignity was afterwards termed, during the 
reign of this monairch, the Pope, of Rome; 
It is not intended to enter into the discus- 
sion of the two questions so frequently and 
furiously agitated in former times, whether 
the Pope be infallible or not, and whether 
it be of divine right that he assumes the 
authority of a sovereign in temporal af&irs : 
but it is worthy of remark, that the first 
bishops of Rome were invariably appointed 
by the Roman emperors and afterwards fay 
the Ostrogothic kings, who succeeded them 
in Xhe government of Italy, and that in the 
reign of Athalarick, the successor c^The- 
^oric, fees of a particular ampunt 
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pHid by tlidm to that fnMtti<ch on tKefr ie^'- 
sMratidn. 
A. D. 307. Some years after Kis accession, the Phthks 
feAl on the Wisigfothic dominions ih the' 
south of Prance, arid conquered the districts 
i: situated in the vicinity of Bourdeaux. 

GloVis afterwai^s crossed the country, and 
attacked Mve^al citied near the Rhone, on 
which Thebdoric, apprehensive that he 
mMdd extend kis hicursibns into Italy, took 
Hie field against him and defeated the 
BVanks with great slaughter. Notwith- 
standing this success, Theodorie considered' 
it m<H^e politic to conciliate than to irritate 
his formidable etiemy, and he accordingly 
fiiitned an alliance with Aiidefteda, sister of 
Glovis, by whom, howev^ir, he did not leave' 
any male* issue. Yet this uriion had the 
effect of protecting Italy from the incursions 
of that enterprising chief, and at the same 
time his family connexion with the Wisi- 
goths in Spain, and the countenance of the 
emperor enabled Theodorie to direct his 
attention to the internal regulation of his 
kingdom, and to repair, by the encourage- 
ment of agricultyite and other peacfefiil arts; 
the ravages of war. To this period of his- 
tory is ascribed the invention of the Gothic 
order in architecture, and it is fkncifuliy said 
that places of religious worship were ori- 
g^atly er^ted in that globmy style to 



iitBtale th^^dMk oareniSitd which lihefMi 
mitive, Christians wete compelled to> peaoft 
for thos performance of divine service* 
, The rdgn of Theodoric was also distin- 
g^ishjedby the prieseace^ amon^t other 
eminent men^ of Boethius^ a Roman by 
J^rth, of splendid talents and profound* re-r 
0earch> who was promoted to the office of 
inintstep/ and for a considerable time pas*' 
fiessed the confidence of h^s^ so vereign. Ikrt 
he» was^ at lengthy accused, though witi^ 
what degree of truth is uneertain, of 4^^ 
piring'to the crown^ and beaten to death 
with clubs/ after sufibring a long confine- * 

meat in the. tower » of I^via, during whiiii 
he composed his celel^ated treatise da Can^ 
9ola0as/ie. Theodoric held his eonrt at 

s 

Ravenna, where he died at an advaitccd A. D. 530. 
age^ leaving three daughters, of whom 
Ostrogotha married $igismund> king of 
Burgundy : Arhalastiintb Was affianced to 
fioti^aricus OiUftc% a Roman nf noble cat«^ 
traction, (by whom she baad Atbalarick and 
Matasointh^,) and Theudi^tha married- 
Alaric, king of the Wisigoths. It is a rei- 
markable proof* of the experience of Theo- 
doric in the art of government^ tlHit alh :: f ^ 
4hough he lived in turbulent times; suck 
«ms the impression of his tal^is: and piowoir 
OB die minds of surrounding naiions, thai 
hevTHHt only ruled his own territQries witiiQiil 
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interraptiah^ but also gorenied Spain for 4be 
space of fifteen years during the minority 
of his grandson, Amalarick. 
A. D. 690.. Theodoric v^as succeeded by Atha- 
^^*^*'iarick, son of his daughter Amalasuinth, 
but he being then a minor^ the public af- 
fairs were administered by his mother^ wJio 
did not spare any pains in the education of 
her child. The young king, however, 
suddenly gave way to the pleasures to which 
royalty affords ready access^ and fell a vie- 
tim to intemperance before he had attained 
the age of manhood. 
A. D. 534. On the failure of issue in the male line, 
Amaloiu- j^maJasuinth, in order to maintain herself 

uUn ana ' • i i mi i v 

Theodobai.ovk the throoe, gave her hand to Theodobat^ 
her cousin, and allowed him to participate 
. . in the sovereign power. But the cimduct 
of Theodobat was widely different from 
that of Theodoric; he commenced his 
reign by repeated acts of oppression to- 
wards his subjects, and when the queen 
ventured to remonstrate with him on his 

A.D. 535. cruelty, he caused her to be put to death 
by suffocation in a bath. 

At that time Justinian was emperor in 

A. D. 536. the east: induced by gratitude to avenge 

the cause of the family of Theodoric, who 

had been faithful adherents of the Roman 

«tate for many years, or more probaWy 

' anticipating the restoration of Italy to^the 
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emipke, he mftde a treaty of peace whli the 
Franks, with whom he was then at - war, 
and ordered Belisarius into- Italy to attack 
•Theodobat. The latter terrified at the de- 
tenninatiou of Justinian, sent ambassadors 
to Constantinople to implore his mercy aiid 
to deprecate his atijer by payment of tri- 
bute,* but a party of Goths on the frontiers 
having gained a temporary advantage over 
:the Romans, after the departure of the 
eiiibassy, Theodobat countermanded bis 
instructions, set the emperor at defiance, 
and concentrated his army at Ronie. 

On receipt of this intelligence, Belisarius 
landed a considerable body of troops in the 
vicinity of Naples, which he stormed and 
plundered, and the Goths, alarmed at, the 
progress of the imperial forces, rebelled 
against Theodobat, put him to death, and 
-elected Vitiges, their general, king in his ^^«?«- 
' place. The first act of the new monarch 
was to conciliate the affections of the peo-- 
ple by his marriage with Matasuinth, 
daughter of Amalasuinth, their late unfo'r- 
'tunate queen, and he then advanced frotn 
^Ravenna towards Rome, which the vigi- 
lance of his opponent had already fortified 
and placed in a state of security. Vitiges, 
> on hi& arrival, imn^ediately surrounded the ' 

' eity with a . numerous army and endea- < 
ypured to starve it into a; surrender, but the^* 1^- ^37. 
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wperbr sl^ill of BeUs^rin^ leoaM^.lu^ to 

pbtfiii^ suppUos ip desp^ito of all ^i^-ertiona t^ 

the contrftry, and to hiurpias the attacking 

{^rty by fr^ueiit and HQexpocted sallies'/ 

Puriog a^si^e of twelve fiionths. coBtiouaiice^ 

vast numbers of the Goths fell by the swordb 

And„ a pestilence then broke out amongfiit 

ithem^ which so effectuidly dimiBasbed tbei): 

f^rei^th that . Vitiges wns compelled ify 

-dQcainp with precipitation anjd retire wtthr. 

;in the walls of Ravenna^ and that city waft 

immediately surrounded by the Roman 

forces*. Mention is made at this time^ of a# 

^e;tpedition into Italy^ undertaken by Then* 

'dobert, or Theudebert^ king of A^stioaifi, 

at the instance ;qf Justiniau^ in which th^ 

< Franks , <>o0im.itted dregful f atages> but 

th<sir c§.reer wap of short duration^ mo^t €>f 

them were sw^pt away by a dy$cfiter]f, 

.. occfisioned by unwholesome food and ft 

pestiferoiis atmosphere^ and their .Ic^er 

.was compelled to retreaU = , : ./ 

Ill this state t>f thing9> the Goths» .weary 

.frf the* ill success of their command^^ |i^* 

iYoH^^nd offered the croiyn of .Italy tp 

. S^Hsa)rii|Js, on whi<^ Vitiges^ finding , x^H-^ 

jaiice it)effieetual> surrendered at discretici^ 

und Iv^i^s (Tftrried prisoner with his family^ 

A. Di 53s%Cofistaj».tinQple> in the vicitMity of whic^ 

. J^Btini|in;proyi^l]ed a residence .for them. 

.; Deprived of their king and iwbdndl byi/a 
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9eri(iN9 0f Boififbrliines, the Gothic ilubmifted 

to the emperor, and Italy, in all proba-» ; .\ 

faility^ again would have formed part of tiMd "^ 

Boman dominions, Imd not the jealousy of 

Justinian induced him to recall Belieamis 

from the seme of action and employ, faim 

iu the war then raging between the emperot 

and the kiiig of Persia. The only ol^eot 

tioa which can be urged against the Roman 

general is, that he did not, lu the first in- 

stance^ positively decline the oflfer of t^gal 

ppwcTi but his uniform fidelity during the 

wl^ole of his life is sufficient to preserve him 

from the imputation of disloyalty or in-^ 

subordination^ and the more ; correct m^ 

ference is> that he expected, by temporizmg 

with the enemy, to bring them gmduaUy 

into subjection^ without having oecasioxi to / ., . : . :\ 

resort to extremes^ Tha result proved the 

accuracy of his judgment: Vitiges died 

soon after \m removal to Constat tinoplei 

and the Goths, no longer awed by the pre-^ 

sence of Beltsurius, began to e^Jiibjt sympr 

toms of revolt. . A body of Rugi, m the^ 

Ofittrogotbic service, hiad taken refuge itx 

Pavia, and in the absence of any other A. D. 640. 

i^veneigii, elected their general, Eraric, i^Eraric. 

Uraias, king, in the room of Vitiges;: 

After a short interval, Eraric resigned the 

crown to Hildebald, another ebieC hyHildebaid. 

whom be was ungratefully assassinared, 

H 8 
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itnd the latter being, in his turn^ pdt to 
A» D. 540. death by the adherents of the former, To- 
' tiks was chosen by the Goths to supply the 
vacancy. The characterr of this general is 
irientioned by historians in terms of high 
commendation, and it is not amongst the 
least of his virtues that he is distinguished 
for his observance of treaties and his mercy 
towards those, whom the chances of war 
placed in his power. The success of 
Totilas, during his first campaign, was such 
as to exceed the most sanguine expectations 
of his followers : he besieged Naples, which 
surrendered by capitulation : defeated an 
army sent by Justinian to oppose him, in 
the neighbourhood of Florence, and en- 
V camped against Rome. That unfortunate 
A* D« S44. city, once the mistress, but then the sport 
of nations, became subjected to all the 
horrors of famine : the Roman troops, fur^ 
nished with supplies, held out for a con- 
siderable time, whilst numbers of. the mi?- 
serable inhabitants, unable^ik) escape and 
distracted with the cries of their perishing 
families, destroyed themselves in the ,agony 
of despair, or attempted to satisfy the in- 
ordinate cravings of hunger by devouring 
the bodies of their fellow creatures. At 
length, the imperial army having exhausted 
its store of provision, decamped by night, 
and the Goths .marched into the city ovejr 
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the corpses of the dead and dying. The 
successes of Totilas induced Justinian to re- 
call Belisarius from the Persian war and to 
send him agiain into Italy <; on the arrival A. P. 549, 
of that general^ he was informed that 
Totilas had quitted Rome and made an 
incursion into Apulia^ on which he took pos^ 
session of the city and fortified it as well as 
time and circumstances would allow. The A. D. 547, 
first intimation of the return of Totilas was 
conveyed to the Roman general by a 
desperate attack on the part of the Goths^ 
but the bravery and exertions of Belisarius 
rendered the assault ineflfectual^ and though 
Totilas subsequently renewed his attempt 
at diJOferent periods with the flower of his 
army^ he was compelled to acknowledge 
the superior abilities of his opponent in 
military science* The resolution of the 
Gothic general^ however^ was not daunted 
by temporary^ ill success^ and he continued 
the siege with the utmost perseverance for 
the space of two years, during which for- 
tune alternately favoured and deserted the 
contending parties. At length, Belisarius 
finding himself indifferently supported/ if 
riot absolutely neglected, by his courts and 
perceiving that the barbarians would ulti-r 
mately carry their point, demanded per-> 
mission to resign his command. Thv^ 
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nqiiest was uimccoiintably granted^ anU 
- no sboner had the yeterab taken leave of 
the shores of Italy, than Rome fell agam 
.into the .possession of Totibs* The £ei- 
Tourable conclusion of the war and ihe 
:apathy or WMkness of the emperor induced 
the Goths to engage in a maritime expe^ 
dition^ and after re-establishing their aa- 
... thority at Riome^ they proceeded, under the 
command of Totilas, to ravage Sicily, Cor- 
sica, and Sardinia. 

A. D. 540.^ A transient dirersion was created, indeed, 
by the irruption of a body of the Franks, 
Jkieaded by Theddbbert, king of Austrasia, 
who attacked and seized several towns oh 
the northern^ frontiers /of Italy/ but this was 
of l^hort continuance, as Totilas had the adv 
dress to persuade the enemy to enter into 

A.D. 550.4 treaty of alliatice, and thus became at 
liberty ^to pursue, bis schemes of aggran^ 
disement in other directions. Historians 
have censured the Ostrogoths for the d^^ 
strUction of many of the splendid edifice^ 
of ancient Rome, but although the truth df 
the allegation cahaot be accurately asoer^- 
taiiled, it is more than probable that the 
injuries sustained by these specimens of 
art, were the work of the partizans of th0 
Ursini and Colontia, b^ter known by the 
names of Guelpbs and Gtiibelines, whose 
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deadly fetids diigfaeed If afly in the iWetfth^ 
century. • ' • * 

■ Afief a calm of two years duration , Jus- A ; B. Ht^ 
tinian determined to renew his attempts 6h^ 
Italy and isent hid favouritegeiieial, NaYses/' 
at the head of a vast foree^ to redi^ce it to; 
subjection. Totiks made every possible' 
efibrt to resist bis opponent^ arid the hostile 
armies met in the Ticiftity of Rome to de^ 
cide the &te of the western empire. But 
fi>rtune frowned on the cause of the Wis5- 
gotbs: a severe encounter ensued, in which 
Totilas^ afti^r displaying intredible acts of 
bravery^ ws(s slain, and the remiainder of 
bis^ troops retired to Pavia^ where they 
elected Tejas, a Gothic gerierial, for ihtiifT$ja$. 
Idng. During *their retreat/ an event 
happened, from which arose the virtual 
dissolution of the Roman senate^ it never ' 
having been ienabled, from that period^ iq 
meet as a deltbei^tive assembly, or to exer- 
eise the authority it possessed in former 
times. Th^ principal part of the senators 
had quitted Rome previous to the siege> 
and tonght refuge in various places distant 
from the scene of action j on hearing that • ^ 

tilie imperial troops had entered the city iq' 
triumph, they directed their steps home* 
ward, and by an unfortunate accident me( 
the vanquished and irritated Goths on tbeii^ 
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march towards Pavia^ and were put iadk^, 
criminately to the sword. 

At p. 56S. Narses^ unwilling to foreg^othe advan- 
tage he' had gained^ advanced in pursuit of 
the enemy^ and Tejas^ who ventured to 
^ve him battle^ shar^ the fate of his prede* 
cesser and was killed in the action. At thisi 
juncture^ the Franks^ under the command, 
of Bucelinus^ duke of the Alemp.nni« again 
made their appearjince in Italy, spreftd> 
themselves over the districts which had; 
been nthe scene of war^ and penetrating to. 
the extremity of Calabria^ perfected the* 
work of devastation which the Goths had 
left unfinished. With the foresight of a 
prudent general^ Narses permitted the bar-% 
b/irians to encumber themselves with i^poil^ 
and patiently awaited their return: the^ 
seizing a favourable opportunity^ he fell on. 
^hem with his whole army^ as they beat 
thf ir course towards the frontiers^ and th(»se 
who were unable to save themselves by the 
rapidity of their flighty became victims to 
the sword. As to the Goths^ the conclu* 
sion of the war was such as might be rea-^ 

A* ]> 554. sonably anticipated : the remainder of their 
once formidable host^ dispersed over the 
face of the country^ was captured by the 
Romans : an inconsiderable portion of t^ie 
fugitives obtained permission to r^de in 
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Italy^ but the greater part of the nation 
WaB carried to, Constantinople and taken 
into the service of the emperor. The 
goyemment of the west was then bestowed 
by Justinian on his general^ as the merited 
reVard of his services^ with the title of 
Exarch of Ravenna^ and Narses held hisA D. 567. 
court in that city till the invasion of Itady 
by the Lombards. 
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THE VANDALS. 



CHAP. in. 

Their origin. Incursions into Italy . Settle^ 
ment in Spain. Emigration into AfHcH. 
Dotbnf all &f the Vandal kingdom. 

ALTHOUGH thfeorigia of the Vandals 
has T)ot been accurately ascertained; there is 
' very little doubt that they were a branch 
of the Gothic nation^ from whom they be*- 
came separated' by events> the particulars 
of which hare not reached- the present day. 
Like the Goths^ they bore evident marks 
i>i Sarmatian extraction^ though their resi^ 
^eocOy when they became known to hi»- 
torians^ was amongst the Germans, on t the 
western side of the Oder, in Mecklenburgh 
and Swedish Pomerania. From iheir rici- 
iiity to the Goths and the similarity of their 
habits, they were induced frequently to 
accompany them in their military expedn 
tions ; on that account they are often con^ 
founded l^rith them, and^ it is |)robabIe, 
though there is not any positive authority 
for the assertion, that multitudes of the 
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Vandals were intermixed with the German 
and Gothic nations^ which inundated the 

A. D. 870. Roman emptce in the third century. Cer- 
tain it is^ that so early as the rei^ of Au- 
reliaii^ these people had attained consider- 
able strength and became formidable to 
the Romans^ for they are mentioned by 
name as having invaded Italy in conjunc- 
tion with other Sarmatian tiibei^^ add the 
emperor^ notwithstanding occasional suc- 
cess over them ' in the field, was ultimately 
compelled^ as the purchase of peace^ to 

A. D. 274. abandon the province of Daciato* them. 
The division of this territory amongst the 
Goths and Vandals gave rise to numerous 
disputes between them^ i& which the neigh- 
bouring tribes of barbarians were frequently 
involved^ and these controversies ennbled 
the Romans to prosecute/ with greater 
activity and without fear of interruption^ 
the wars in which they were then engaged 
in Persia and Britain. 

A.D. 319. la the reign of Constantine^ the Goths> 
headed by their king Ariaric^ were again at 
variance with the Romans^ but having sus- 
tained several defeats^ made peace with 

A.D. 339.them^and Qeberic^ who succeeded as king 

of the Goths on the death of Ariaric^ turned 

his arms against the Vandals^ then governed 

Fuumar. hy a king^ named Visqniar. A series of 

conflicts 'qnsued> whiqh occupied a eon- 
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siderable period of time^ bat the fortutie 
of the Goths prevailed > and the Vandals^ to 
avoid the oppression of their enemies^ threvr 
themselves on the mercy of Constantine^ 
by whom they were placed in the province 
ofPannonia. 

During^^ the joint reign of Honorius and A. D- 400, 
Arcadius^ Radagaisus^ a leader of the Ger- 
mans^ assembled a vast multitude of- bar* 
barians of all descriptions and led them 
into Italy for the purpose of plunder. In 
this .expedition^ he was attended by the 
Vandals^ and finding,, on his arrival^ that 
the country had been invaded by Alaric^ 
king of the Goths^ he joined him as . an 
auxiliary in his career, of devastation. The 
confederates^ however, were defeated with 
great slaughter by Stilico, the Roman ge* 
neral,. and ultimately driven out of Italy, 
on which the Goths and Vandals directed 
their march towards the west, and felLon 
the dominions of the Franks. But theA. D. 40d. 
latter. gave them an unwelcome reception 
and repulsed them ilvitli immense loss : the 
Vandals alone leaving on the .field of liattle 
twenty thousand men, besides GodegisAus GodegisUus. 
or Godrgisclus, . their king. The residue 
then elected Gunderic their leader, and heGunderic. 
conducted them into Spain^ and took* pos- 
session . of the southern provinces of that 
country. 



^ In this plaoe {t mfty b{E^< Well (o n^isfcpitVr 
kite the remarks scattered throughout tbe» 
preeediog pages relating to the state o£ 
$lpaiii, m order to render more easy of com^ 
prdiettf»on th^ different, periods of its in van 
sion by the barbarous nations^ . the ch^tacn 
/ ; / ; ter a»d description of tb0 invadersi aiid ^e 
districts whi(^ they se veraUy occupied pren 
viotls to the ccmquest of the country by the^ 
Wiijigoths. The Phoenicians >veffe tho 
finst 3etUers ia Spain ; they landed oii ita 
coasts at the period of six centuries^ ot, 
according to c^hers^ one thousand yearst 
liefore the Christian lera^ fouikded a colony 
atCadiz^ iEind by degrees spread themselves 
over the greater part of the peniosula* 
The ori^nal inhabitants were known by 
the several names of Cantabrians^ Asturians,; 
tend C^eltiberians, the latter of whom. were 
descendants of the people of Celtic OauL 
After much , bloodshed and repeated con-; 
.:flicts> the Carthage nians next succeeded in 
making thaooselves masters of the principal 
parted Spain, (B. C. 400) and when they: 
had resided in it for the space of two hun^ 
dred years from the completion of their 
eonquest, they were expelled byihe Romansy 
who subdued them one hundred and nim^; 
years befoi^ the Christian sera^ at the con^ 
elusion of two seyere contests^ one of which: 
continued twenty-four, and the other seven-^ 
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llMde of 4lie Punle wars. 

', : Th<^ Romaps divided' th^ country iatQ 

Biotiieaj I^iwti^ia, and Tarrapodeiiais* B«^ 

» 

Ilea Was M> galled feoED themer B«ti3>now 
t^e Guadidquitiri aiid eoolpi^ehiend^ all 
th6 spat^ b0tweieti Granada and the moulli 
0f th6 Giladiana, prqperly sjieakini; Vppn 
and howet Andalusia^ : ajnd a part of New 
(JastiiQ, ; I^usttania extended from the Gua^ 
diana to the nyar Doiirov ,and Tatraco^ 
nensis, by far tb^ largest vdiTidion, eon-, 
tfuited the >r6mainiug districts 

The Romans eontidued in posseasion of 
their conquests for the period of six bun^ 
^red years^ that is^ till the joint reign of 
Hcmoiius f^iid Arcadius iu the fourth cea-- 
tury^ when they werOj in turiij driren ;oat 
by the northm^ bprdes^,^ who paiided in 
myriads thorough GauK 

Of the cities in Spain^,4U; the time of its 
occupation by the Romans^ none were more 
celebrated than Cartbage^a: it is said to 
have Ven l^uijlt by Teuceir, on his retura 
froin the Trpjaa war^ . or more probably, 
by Asdrubal^ the rdlatipn of Hannibii^i 
aiHi at the time of its conquest by G« 
XieHus and P. Scipio^ the narrative of whose 
admirable continence adorns the pages of 
history^ in the year 208 B« C. it was, ac* 
cording to Livy, the richest city In. th^ 
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worltfi nextto.Rome; 'When tfatfterbArmn 
multitudes, in the fourth centui^^ forced 
the barrieis of the Pyi^nees, the Vandals 
seized-on the southern provinces, and oc- 
cupied the distdot then named Vandalitia 
from its new inhabitants, but now better 
known by the corrupted title of Andalusia ; 
the Alavini and Silingi, who had also folmd 
Hieir way thither, took possession of the 
central districts and the south of Portugal, 
and the Suevr, of Gallicia. 

A. D. 415. • But the \new settlers were not long per- 
mitted to enjoy their recently acquire 
habitations. In the following year, Wallia, 
king of the Wisigoths,^ having made -peace 
with the Romans, left the Ostrogoths in 
Italy,' and marching into Spain, attacked 
and defeated the Vandals, occupied a cou- 
mderable portion' of their territories, and 
fixed his residence not far from < the froi^ 
tiers, at Toulouse. 

A D. 420. In the course of a few years, the Wisi- 
goths, MTho had increased in numbers and 
Strength, began to press heavily on the 
Yandals, and the latter straitened tor 
room by their continual encroachments, 
proceeded in their turn to drive out the 
Alauni and Silingi, whose territories they 
seized and occupied. 

A. D. 421. -Jn the following year they were attacked 
-by the Romans, headed by thejir general. 



Citsiinitis, but having^ united their forces td 
those of the Suevi^ who made comixiion cause 
with them, they defeated the Romans and 
compelled them to retire, after which they 
remained in thie undisturbed possession o^ 
their conquests. 

' In the reign of Vstlentmian 3d, Boniface, A. D. 428. 
6ne of the Roman leaders, was instigated 
by jEtius, a general in the same service^ 
to revolt against his sovereign, and having 
60 done, he invited the Vandals to emigrate 
into Africa, with the view of drawing the 
attention of the emperor to that quarter, ' ^ 

and thus creating a diversion in his own 
favour. At this tinie Gutideric died, and 
Genseric, aVandalchief, well versed in the Genserk4 
art of war, caused the widow and children 
of the deceased monarch to be put to deaths 
and ascended the vacant throne. Anxious 
to withdraw the eyes of the people from 
this scene of bloodshed, Genseric gladly 
accepted the invitation of the Roman ge- 
neral, and having landed in Africa, com- 
menced military operations by the captiirfe 
and sack of Carthage. It cannot be denied 
that the Vandals were ferocious in war and 
addicted to plunder; yet there is every 
teason to believe that at home they were 
rigid in their morals, and regular ia their 
lives. Assuming this to be the case, it is 

more than probable that the vices, which 

. ., . ■ .. . I ■• 
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not only were practised^ but openly avowed 
by the degenerate Romans', induced the 
barbarians to ,act with unusual severity to* 
wards a nation, whose customs were so ob* 
noxious to them. Another cause of enmity 
arose from their difference. of opinion on 
religious topics: the Romans believed in 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity^ but the 
Vandals were Arians^ denying th^ divinity of 
the Son^ and this variance was thcf c^i^ise of 
great persecution, during the reign of the 
barbarians in Africa. 
A* D» 431* About this period, Boniface having been 
reconciled to the court, and regretting, the 
destruction which he had occasioned a* 

t • • • 

mongst the Romans in Africft, eipbarked 
for that coast with a considerable force^ 
and commenced hostilities against Genseric. 
But his expedition was unsuccessful, and 

ft , 

the Vandals hayiqg defeated and driven 
him out of Africa, extended their, couqu^sts 
over the islands of Sardinia, Corsica, and 
Sicily, from the latter of which Rom^ was 
chiefly supplied with corn. These jam- 
fortunes spread terror amongst the inhabi- 
tants of Italy, and finding themselves un- 
able to cope with their oppoiients in the 
field, they entered into a treaty of peace 
with them, and coafirmed to the Vaqdals 
the territories which they had acquired by 
the sword. 
▲• D. 4f;o. Gqnseric, the Vandal king, stands accused 
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at this time of another act of atrocious bat*- 
barity, which stamps disgrace on his name. 
Hunoric, his son, had married a daughter 
of Theodorici king of thte Wisrgoths, and 
Genseric, alleging that she was conspiring 
against hifti, although there does not ap* 
peaip tof be^fhfe sK^test ground for the as- 
sAttion/ mutiliited her t^uutenance and 
sent her in thfct htorrid state *to her father. 
Th6 indi^iatton of Theodbrife could only 
b(4'e(]^ualted' by -Ills thirst for revenge; he 
set his army in motionj^iid having obtained 
promises- of k^istarice frdrii the Romans, ' 
with whom he wa»^then in alliancey pre- 
pared to invade Africa. Genseric^ alarmed 
at the union 6fthfe Goths and Romans in 
common cause against' him/ endeavoured 
t6 save himself by stralkgetAy and' prevailed 
on Attila, king of th6 Huhs;' who then was - 
ravaging Italy, to 'tdm- his arms against the 
southern prdvinfeei^ of'OauL ' TPhe Hun 
listened to Hi^ siiggeStidn, arid Theodoric, 
dctupied in the defferifce of his own terri- 
tQhes^ was- c6ttlpfelled to desfst from his 
cMtefjSrize^ iLnd shortly afterwards lost his 
lifeito battt6 Mfith A^iJla. 

' ^n thedeathbfthe^femperorValentinian,A. D. 454. 
Maximum P^ronii^, a Roman of illustrious 

fkn^ily^ ascended the throne, and compelled 

thfe empress Eudoxia ' to mari^y him, aqd 

sIm^ irf revefig^' fdi^ the insuiti urged the 

I 2 
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Vfundals to land in Italy^ with which re^ * 
que9t tbej .readily complied^ and having 
invested Rome, stormed and plundered it, 
M a:i;im,us fell in the conflict^ after a reign . 
of. two mouths,^ and Avitus, magister mili-^ > 
tun^ was placed on the throne by the 
united consent of the Goths ^nd the in- 
vaders. Avitus joined his forces to those . 
of MarcianuSj, his colleague in tlie empire^ 
and the first act of their reign was to rid 
the country of -their turbulent allies/ whom ; 
they attacked^ and having defeated them, ^ 
oflfered term& of peace^ aiid prevailed on 
them to return to Africa. 

A* D, 457. .At this time^ Ricimer, a Suevian^ entered- 
Italy with a considerable annyj composed * 
principally of Burgundians^ dethroned) 
Avitus> and caused Marjorianus to ber 
ejected erapc^ror in his ^tead. ; He then> 
turned his arms against the Vandals^ audi 
accidentally meeting them at sea^ gave them^ 
a signal" defeat. The haughty , spirit of. 
Genseric could not brook this disgrace, and> 
l^e hastened: to retaliate on .Hicimer by- 
, fitting ;out another fleet, with which koy 
ravaged the coasts of Italy* On this, Mafr 1 
,^ .. , jorianus levied an army, and marching itito 
Spair>> encanaped at Oarthagena, where h^i 

A. D- 460. collected a suitable number of vessels^ with: 
|lie intentic>n of • trajisporting his troops tor 
Afriq^^ and carryipg the jt^M' into the heiarln 
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of the onemys country, l>ut Geiisef ic, atiti* 
cipatin^ his pkns» made a sudden attack aii 
the fleet, whilst at anchor * in the harbour, 
seized and carried it away; and thus put'&n 
end to the expedition. History does not 
afford any certain account of Ihe transac-'^ ' • •- 
:tloHs.of the Vandals for some years after 
this period, but there is reason to believe 
that in the interval the Romans gained 
x^nsiderable advantages over them, for in- '^^ 

the reign of the emperor Leo, Tripoli, an A. D. 47Q, 
important city on the coast of Africa, was 
captured by the Romans, who- again est a;- 
blished themselves in their former dbmi^ 
nions. But the enterprising spirit of 6en> 
seric did not permit his opponents to remaiti 
undisturbed ; he ^ took an opportunity of 
surprising them in their t^amp, and set fire 
to their ships, so that being left without the 
means of retreat, they were obliged to offer 
terms of accommodation, and in the result 
to resign their conquests and return home. 
The territories of tfie Vandals at this 
• time extended from the Atlantic Ocean* to 
Cyretiei a' celebrated city of Libya> on- the 
confines of Egypt, which was built by a 
Greek colony, about six centuries before 
the Christian aera, and gave its name to the 
surrounding country. The- kingdom of 
Africa comprebendt^d Mauritania, Numi- 
dia, and Africa Proper : it was Qrigiqally 
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by /ihO'LibyanSii ^ho Miore db^^ 
possessed liy .ther: C^rUiai^^nntnSj . find tbo 
latter by 4ip «DLoiiia96<: after i^bi^b M b#t 
eume the nesid^noe <^ ih^YaiidaWy undtr 
th^cisewistau^te^alr^^ynan^t^. .,, .;> 
A« D. 477. Aft» a Iptig and pro3pQr/ni8)r9ig^>.^em 
seric ^rfntoaibed hk moiftftl /career^ h^Yii^g 
had two 9on8^ GrenssoADdiHttoqQric.. Hhp 
former died' in the UfetwieQfvhi^.fatber.jaKid 
Htfiifiorfc. the latter nac^nded the :thi?^iite> ftnd steured 
. the alliance of Ihe Jt^maos by iimanyini^ 
Eudoeia, daughter of MalentjiiMtil M* ^Thp 
reign of Hunnorie k-uuaj)orDed by.aiiUtfOiy 
triumphs or feafe of aKmSj Imt 4( h:Mniinr 
guished by that, spirit of teUgiQUs peme^ 
cutionand intemperate 2eidr^hich.:SQ.fifer 
quently : disgraced the ; later ; age^ qC the 
world* On the conversioin . of the: QCfiperor 
Gonstantine to Christianity^ in.the.^bogirt* 
ning of 4he fourth cpntary^ that moiianilb 
took extraqrdiiwiry piuii^ t0.di«s$qiinate ^ 
doctrines which he had ^recently .embraced^ 
and many chiefs of the barbarom uatipns^ 
who occafiionally visited . GbtostaRtinof^ 
daring mtervate of peace^ be<(ame spnyects 
to the:.new religion^ and their ^ampl^was 
generally imitated by: their followers. But 
it was the mbfortune of the church in tboa^ 
days to be convulsed by vehement dis- 
putes on the subject of the Trinity, and the 
m^ority of the barbarian converts^ though 
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probably unable to assign any particular 
reason for their dissent from orthodoxy, 
professed tiie doctrines of Arius. ^It could 
hardly be expected that the Vandals, who 
were of this persuasion, would display less 
intemperance than the clergy dfihe con- 
tending parties, who were the grand sup- 
porters of the ^controversy on all occasions^ 
atid eonsequently the reign of Hiinnoric 
was marked by a violent persecution of 
the bishops and professors of the orthodoic 
religion in Africa : -many of whom suffered 
the pains of martyrdom. 

This reign of terror ended on the death 
of Hunnoric, who was succeeded by Gunda- a. D, 484. 
mund, the son of his elder brother Genzo. ^^*^"*''^^ 
Hunnoric was twice married : the first time, 
to a daughter of Theodoric, king of the 
Wisigoths, and afterwards to Eudocia, 
daughter of the emperor Yalentinian the 
3d. By these wives he had two sons : of 
whom, Hilderic, the elcier, afterwards as- 
scended the throne, but the other, whose 
imme has not reached posterity, died, in 
all probability, during the lifetime of his 
parent. ^ 

The reign of Gundamund is not distin- 
guished by any remarkable event : a cir^ 
cumstance whidi may be explained by 
recollecting that the Ostrogoths were mas* 
ters of Italy : the Roman emperor suffix 



136 

ciently occuple<l in maintaining his pawei' 
in the east against the numerous hosts of 
barbarians by whom he wa3 surrounded^ 
and the Wisigpths and Vandals united by 
the ties of marriage. 
A. D. 496. Gundamund was succeeded by his brq- 
Thranmund^l^^j^ Thrasimund, another son of Genzo, 

who held the reins ^ of government for the 
space of nearly thirty, years^ having takqit 
the precaution to ensure the safety of h^ 
dominions^ by obtaining the haqd of Am||- 
lafrid^ sister of Theodoric^ the Ostrogoth. 
The only transaction of any impprtani^ 
in this reign^ was an exp'edition by the 
Vandals against the Mauris or inhabitants 
of Mauritania^ but the enterprize did not 
3ucceed^ and the king after a bloody battle^ 
in which he sustained a signal defeat^ was 
compelled to abandon tjbe idea of extending 
his dominions in that quarter. 
A. D. 533. On the death of Thrasimund^ the succei;- 
^sion appears to have reverted to the famUy 
Hilderic.of Hunnoric, whose eldest son, Hilderic, 
ascendpd the throne without opposition. 
This sovereign possessed a mild and con- 
ciliatory disposition, manifested by a treaty 
of alliance he made with tht^ enjperor 
Justinian, and by his conduct towards the 
. orthodox bishops and clergy, whom he r$- 
. stored to their former possessions and prp- 
Jepted ifron^ the pei'secution of their, Afif^Q 
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enei^ies. But the peaceable cjbaracter of 
Hjideric was not suited to . tho^e turbulent 
tiojies^ and t|ie enlivenipg prospfect of ti^n- 
quiUity was speedily obscured^ Amal9.frid^ : \ 

the widow of Thmsimund;, displeased at; tb« 

' protection afforded to the religious op^- 
.posprs of the Vandal faith, or more probably 

. allured by the e^pectaUon of the crown/ 
su4denly declared war against the king^ 
»nd appeared in the field at the bead of. a 
numerous army « I^lderic' also summoned 
his adherents/ and a desperate encounter 
toQk place between the contending: factions^ 
jin which Amalafrid wa$. totally defeated^, 
and lost^ at once^ her hopes and, her life. 
This event, however, did not terminate the 
war, fox Oelimer, the son of Gelaris and 
grand^n of Genzo^ rallied the discomfited 
troops, renewed the contest, and having 
engaged the . troops of Hilderic, which he 
hfid imprpvidently intrusted to the oom- \ ^ 
mand of his nephew, Hoamer, a youth nei:^ 
'th^r possessed of courage nor experienced 
in military tactics, defeated them with great a. D. 630. 
loss. The king fell' in to. the; hands of the 

/[^pnqueror, who, regardless, of the dictates 6r^&'mer. 
of mercy or the ties of consanguinity, threw 
him into prison, and afterwards put him to 
death. Tfiis. outrage excited the.displear- 
sure.of the emperor Justinian, and he sent 
Belisarius, the celebrated Roman general. 
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iiitt^ AfKca with an ntinj, for llie two^lold 
pufpose of avenging ihe death of his ally; 
and re^unitiDg the Vandal' territories to the 

A. D. 633. Aoman state; Bdisariiis accordingly land^ 
ed in* Africa^raitid' after defeating Gelimer^ 
• who inefl^tuaily endeavoured to oppose 
tHB'progretNs/ entered Garthage as a con** 
qaeror. TikM, a chief in the Vandal ser* 
vice and tb^ only survWoir <>f the royal line> 
Jthta adnLneisd^^witli a considerable force t6 
create ia ^diversion in favour of his master. 
But vtetory- deserted the banners of the 
tUsniper::;'T2a»> was defeated^ his army 
.anhtbilateti^alid Gelitner having been taken 
prisoner/ was sent with his fiimily to Con«- 
stantindple^ where they were led in triumph 
hy. Bclisarius.* After this> they were per- 
mitted to retiite 1o an estate in the vicinity 
of that cityi, allotted to them by Justinian^ 
and the greater liumber of the Vandals who 

A. D. 534.e8caped the cantage> was carried away, 
by ^ the order of the emperor^ and distri- 
buted amongst the Roman cities in the 
•. east. ■ • • • • ■ ^ 

A. D. 544. But the i spirit of the nation^ though 
broken, vrm not finally subdued, for the 
people afterwards revolted against Jus- 
tinian, and in conjunction with the Moors 
and other inhabitant49 of Africa> carried on 
a bloody war against the Romans for some 
yeai9. The f6i*tune of the latter ultimately 
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prevailed^ though not until the country had 
been* cruelly ravaged by the contendipg 
parties^ and nearly five millions of its in« 
habitants exterminated. 

When this destructive contest was con- 
cluded^ the whole region assumed the ap« 
pearance of a desert : an appearance from 
which it has never recovered to the present 
hour: and the scattered remains of the 
Vandal race^ who survived the catastrophe, 
retired into the interior of Africa, where it 
is supposed their race is still in existence 
amongst the Moors. 
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THE LOMBARDS. 



CHAP. IV. 

» ' • ... 

_ 

TAeir drigin. ' Approach towaHrds . the Da* 
. fMbe, Wars with theHertdi and Gepida^ 
EstMi^hvMnt asndftmd destruction t^the 
Lombard lfingd(om in Ikflif* 

» 

< . • . ♦ 

?' THE Longobards, as they were termed^ 

frmh the length of theie beards^ or Ld/n- ■ "^ 

bards^ by which appellation they were 

subsequently distinguished^ were a bFanch : 

of the Yaudalsj and at th^ pieribd of their 

fiFst discovery by the Rotnaas^ resided ia 

the middle march of Brandenburg^ betw^een r 

the rivers Elbe and : Havel. The distobce;^ 

ojf theii^ abode frojn the imperial ^omiiiiQns : IJ\ 

stitisfaetorily explains, the reason why hSs- ; 

tory is silent for many centuries in regardl - 

to their movements, although they wete 

known to the Rdmaus so early as the reign • ^ i 

o£ the emt)e!ior Augustus, by whom theirBi <?.![> 

c0untr^ warf in vitded. ^ Their course,? 
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however^ was the same as that of the adja- 
cent tribes, towards the Danube^ and in 
the fifth century, they are found on the 
banks of that river in a position near 
Vienna. 

In the intermediate period the Longo- 
bards gradually extended their boundaries, 
and in their progress, attacked and gained 
several victories over the Heruli, who re- 
sided in the south of Poland; and also over 
other barbarous nations in that part of the 
continent. They afterwards descended to- 
wards^ the Danube/ and the emperor Jus- 
tinian) |>radenlly entered into a treaty 
with them, and.by^ tfaat^ means protected 
his dominions from their hostile incur- 
sionsu^ 

A. n, 6oa .At fliis tiitfe the lichfigcftian^ weire tinder 
'*^^^*^* tho^veiHifiheiieof theifr king> Wacclio, who 
' form^dcbtt atUanc^ with^ Htk^ Franks by the 
marriage of tiig daughtier, Visigiard> with 
Tbeodebert or 'Theud^bert, king of Aus* 
tasMfi at the same- time her sister^ WaU 
drada/wai betrotfaidd tto Tb^ddobaM/'his 

A. D. 511. sOQy i biit* he Was-^alk^rwards laHedm bbttle, 

af»l^^ then manled^ Crai^baldi Duke of 

B»«!aria.- 

•©» ttie^ deatb^ofrWacchOi he was sue- 

Fa//am. cMdte^d by hfe ooly son, Valtarir, who died 

^****'^^6#- after his accession, attd Andoin, a 

IiAM«Nb»id cU^, then aseeuded ihe throne. 
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and espouised^ Rosalmda; daiig^hter of Het^-^ 
wianfrid, king of THurin^. i Attibid|ieriod^ Circa 
the Gepicbe; a Sarmalian nation/ took pos* *^ 

session of Upper Hungary and: Trang)^!'- 
Yania^ which the Gdths had vacated when 
they descended into. Italy, and . Ju8tiaian> 
alfurmed att the influx' of th^se new inrvaders; 
prevailed im the Lombards to aitaek them, 
Ajddom immediately complied with his re- 
quest and intrusted the management of the 
war to hib son .Aiboin/ a warrior of high 
renown^ who signaliz^ed vhimself in* sevBral • . . 
encounters with the enemy b 

On the decease of Audoin^. Alfabhi suc^ A. D. 566. 
eeeded to the regal, pbwer and prosecute ^"^ 
ihe^ war against GuQima3hd;,^king of the 
Gepid^» with continued «iici;ess. At length 
ther iGrepidas were nearly annihilated; and 
th^r existence;, as a natj^il, (terminated by 
the.death ofCunimund/wbo^feU: in bat^le^ 
and his daughter, Bosamtindaobeicaiiie the 
prize of the ^onquenor^ vtmd, by dirit of ia»^ 
timidation^ -, bis queeii. Elahed at ' t hei for^ 
luuate resdUiot his ii^ilitany}undei;talilhga^ 
Alboin directed his thoughts^ towards Italy, 
whi^h wiii$, then governed by Narisesi the 
tRomai^ general, under the title of i E^^afch of 
Rav^ina, .^od finding hem th? unsettled 
statQ of the country, thai it p^jomised iui 
easy coaqiuest, determined to invade it 
. NaDsesihftd held thi& mn» ofgoverumetit 
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in Italy fifteen years from tfie downfall df 
the Ostrogothic monarchy^ but comprlaints 

^^' having been made against him by the peo- 

ple^ who accused him of avarice and extor- 
tion^ the emperor withdrew his coiintenfan^cf 
from bim^ and nominated Longinus ab 
his successor. On this^ Nai^es is alleged 
to have invited the Lombards into Itady^ if 
not as^ his allies/ at least as enemies to the 
Roiiutn court: but whether the assertion 
be true or incorrect^ certain it is &at -Alboin 

A< D. 568. descended into the fertile plains of Italy^ 
accompanied by an immense number of 

.T ^. * barbarians; amongst whom were twenty 
' thousand Saxcmsv Unable to oppbse this 

overwhelming force^ the Italian citied 
opened their gates to the invaders^ who 
gave their name to its principal province^ 
I^mbardy» and the whole country became 
.the immediate spoil of the conqueror^ with 
thb exception of Pavia alone^ which was 
fortified by the Romans^ who defended it 
^luring the space of three years, and were 
at last subdued only by famine. But th^ 
Lombard king did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his success: in a moment of intemper- 
ance, whilst carousing with his chiefs, he 
called for the skull of Cunimund, which he 
had preserved, according to the barbarous 
usagfe of the times, as ia trophy of his yio- 
tory over the Gepidaa,: and fiUing it with 
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iKine, directed It to be carried to the qveeoi : . a 
ivith a request that she: would participate 
:in his revelry. <Rosainunda restrained the 
.expression of her indignation^. hut the flame 
.of revenge vi^as kindled in\her hearty and 
when the king, had retired to re^t, she re- 
.moved his armour^ and silently admitting 
two of her confidential adherents^ prevailed 
on them to put him to death. The deed A. D. 57S. 
acco;9fiplished«' she escaped with, her trea* 
sures to Ravenna^ and pladed herself and her 
daughter under the care of Longinus^ the 
. Exarch^ who readily granted her an asyluiA^ 
.and accompanied, his protection withtlie 
ofl[er of his hand. The jealousy, however^ 
of one of the assassins, whom the queoi 
,had made companion of her .flight, in- 
duced him to administer poison tp her, jand 
on her decease, the treasures and the 
daughter of Alboin were transported by 
Longinus to the imperial residepqe. at Con*- » . .\ 
. stantinople. 

The Longobards then proceeded, to the 

election of anpther\king, and their unani-^ p ^^^^ 

mous choice fell on Clepho, a chief of the ciq^ko. 

.same nation, who did not, however, Jong 

.survive his election, for he was assassinated 

by one of his followers, and as. his son 

.Anthacis was under age, the different states 

•of Italy were divideid amongst the, other 

chiefs, ^nd:gpYe|rned by them as .distinct 
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Ju D. ssapi'OYirices fofc fiie space of left yetHrsr. At 
^fi/Aara.the exfarationof that period^ Ajitharis ww 
: peitaitted to ascend the throne wi&out 
^^{ionlioti, and he tseledted for his commafdj 
: Thedrlindht; orj Theodolihda^ daughter of 
^ Garibaldi <lukfe iof Bavluia. The history 
of the LoiiAapfe during the next ceatary, 
.is almost deinoid of ititeirest: they made 
. . their permaaent abode in the rith country 
they had. acquired by force of artnSy aad 
bedame uait^^ in k ^i^eat measure^ with ijtet 
original inhabhante. Nor was any ni^lel^ 
. iation offered to the settlers by the eniperors 
tof theeast^ ibr tb€^ were sailci^ntly occa- 
,pied ibr a ^ohsid^able mimbei- of yeoi^ 
.in repelling tb^ attittcks bf thi^ Persians atld 
Tartor horddsi by whom alternately the safe- 
ty of Constatitiaople was thre^tieiied . Tfa^ 
mkly iafracMbn of the public tranquillity, df 
which any tracfes ate preserved, was ihfe 
X* D; 586; invasi4»n df Italy by the Franks, under ttie 
command of their king, Childebert, and;ihc 
<DCcasibnal sallies ot the lloaian Exarchs 
r y friOto their itMtig and only fbttress of Ri^- 
venna. Th^ incursions of the Ibriner were 
^attributable to the solicitations of the Poh- 
Hiffand -citizens of Rom6, who, finding the 
^empe^or unable to assist tliem in repelling 
^&e gradual encroachments of the Lom- 
bards, had recourse to the allurements df ' 
gain, and promised ah enbrinous subsidy 
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td Childbfaerf, :«hi cowdilfon ttrit he vr&did 
relieice theih frcmi ttie praisBfiise of tbebtor^ 
htoiaiiis; THe kjiig pf Ati^rask i^eadiljf 
aci^epted tkesi^eudid pre^^nt^ mA in dc^ni* 
plianc^ with the terms (m^'whi^h -it 11/^ 
given, disp&telied a poweiilil foree to attaolc 
the Loml^rdsiiai^brin^lbeiri into isu^^ 
ttoii^ but id cc^sequeii/^eof a diss^lioi) 
arishigianlbngst the several tribes^ df Whom 
the anhy'iA'as composed, Ihfe 'Pranks 're^ 
tired from Italy without strilLin^ any ^eci- 
^i^eblowi A second expedition was im- 
ihediatdy itndertaken to remedy thj^falKifg 
tof the former.; the newly acquired pcM^ses^ 
fiiousof the Lombards were ovef-rmfi'bytHfe 
mtvaders, nor could any ev^' have savdd 
them : from destr4ii2tiph^ ^ ex^t a ^ >fateody 
victory obtained, by AntWis and the a^^ 
sembled nation* overUheJ^rahksr^ndlheir 
allies. The ingldrioos resnU of the cam^ 
^aign, far from dleprekifrg f {19 w^Iik^ gpirk 
of th^ Austrasiah 'mdh^d^h; tdttd^ rkho>* 
to stimulate i£ to nibre tigorous exertfidn: 
^ rallied hi's f u^ive cdiintrymen^ linide a 
hasty 4^vy';ol^ additional troops, and ted 
ihehi to the 'ficcjne ' of action . The peiietra^ 
^bn of tile king of khe Lombards enabled 
<^him to discover that \^ diiei^nt mod(^ of 
waifaremu6t be adopted,' "s^hm Child^bert 
.again ' tdok^ the /fieldl hje^ therefore^ with- 
drew Jns people int^' the cities^ and town*, 

K 2 
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%v!hich he fdrtified with all posbible dilH 
gence, atid awaited^ ia security, the ap 
pfdach of his enemy. , The Franks, with 
their usual impetuosity, overspread the 
face of the country, and wasted theif 
strength in fruitless assaults on the strong 
holds of the Lombards^ until a d^ructiv^ 
pestilence, deriving its origin from the un* 
wholesome marshes and. fervid heat oi 
ltaly> swept them away in incredible num* 
^ers, and the scanty remains of their onde 
formidable host retired across the AIps^ 
venting their indignation, as they retreated^ 
on such of the defenceless inhabitants of 
the plain, as were placed unhap^ly within 
the limits of their, march. It may be heM 
remarked, that during the space of. a cea^ 
tury after these efveats, the Roman Exarchs 
frequently attempted to create diversio&s 
in favour of the Roman Pontiff^ whose sub^ 
jects were expressed and his dominions 
gradually circumscribed by the victorious 
Lombards. These efforts, however^ were 
unavailing: a faint gleam of success oc^ 
casi<Maally shone on the imperial arm$, 
.but the forces of the empire were ull^ 
mately confined wtthiti the walls of R$^ 
:venna, and thatcity would have &Uen into 
the hands of the barbarians, had they been 
versed in those branches of military sckncQ^ 
which facilitate the attack of fortified places. 
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Antharis did hut long etjdy /tiie glory^ol A. p. 588. 
his successes : he was hunaed away in tiie^^^/* 
liour of triuniph to. the . mansions of the 
dead^ and Agitulf^ a LomlNEird chieftain; 
espoused the widowed queeh^ and was 
mised to the throne by the unanimous 
ycHce of the natkm. The new monarch 
was an Arian^ but the urgent remonstrances 
of Theodolinda induced him to embrace 
the orthodox faith^ and it was to the con- 
version^ of Agilulf that the Roman Pontiff - 
was principally indebted for the preser^ 
vation of, the remains of papal authority. 
At tb^ same time^ the just tribute of esteem 
and admiration ought not to be withheld 
irom Oregory^ the celebrated bisbcfi of 
Rome> sumamed the Great> who succeeded, 
at yarioufi periods, by the mild arts of perr 
wasion and the influence derived from the 
jBanctity of bis life, in arresting the sword 
of the Lombards, when raised against the ^« D> ^oo*- 
Utates of the church. 

Agilulf was succeeded on the throne by 
M^ son, Adelwald, and hi^ daughter. Gun- AdelmM. 
<deberga, married Arialdus, who assumed ^rta/(/u#. 
the reins of government on the demise of 
fAdelwald without issqe. The next king A. D. 049« 
.appears to have been Rotharis, distin- ^^'^^'^^ 
guidied by the compilation pf a code of 
Jaws for the better government of bis sub- 
jects), amongst whioh, to the credit of the 



ISO 



* iskiKi edict .phibHiittii;^ tb^ paairiinMnt rii 

MTf ^fBcm inriitM^intagkiary. crime i:^ 

ifrikbonift.. BAdn^ ifib 

RodoakL 9oa' Rodoald ; . %hel IwMbe by 'Aiibert •« t09 

^rtd^i. ^rilHUd, :a chi^ of ' the miiietifisltioh ^' atfd 

JBer/arttf Aribald by.fais sod'> Beri»r}d/\i4i6^ Sn txim$ 

CuMert. C'^^it^ ^^ • ^^i^ ^o^i Cdmberl, itti ^ aa 

equal' {ntrtii;i|iait£oi^ 111' tiie hoAtJurs xd to^f^ 

alty; - : • 

A. D. 727. - * In 'tbi5 reigh of LiutpFatid^ last • birt one 

^««*^«««^of the- Lombaidikmgs, iai^se the fl(moui» 

cda^<^yi6imy If^tm^^ Leo and 

^9 :Boiiitiff> Gre^dfy't^i: SideohdyregAi^ihrg 

ttei^jorfibifj ^ ihiage^, ^1;rhidl^ hlud h^bfMi 

preFatedt^ t6ira«(%^ . the c^ tfie i&xtk 

imttstfn \\d foi^meri bij^Ving by ttn^ eiftii^t^ 

jpfci^lbit^di ihcrir ^use i^ ttfltte^^ of Yc^giotis 

ivbrebip^, ^^ttftei ^ Itttter ^c^rag^ life 

|)tsople ' ff^ .^rsevere lu > ^the ^dorsition lof 

'* ^therid. "To^^^dis^rc^itc^tli^httinaiirai^^^ 

theological disputes am ' hi Vai^ftlbty ii^tili^ 

guh(li^'d<^by tb^ rftok viruieffft-a^imd^ty : 

■y • -iff>%id ii)^mi)ce/4he citl<^ 0^- Italy sid^d 

. {¥^it&v the^ bfehop of Bbme : th« B^i'ch of 

^'iUvis^, ^ho e^p^^d the d&iiise «f the 

• ^ ;;mn^*0n' fell a t^im to ib€^'flit^ ft^-tAe 

' * p^Ulacei Und evtffi the Lon^bbai^s .fiip- 

Ipeabd to lia.y6<been Miiii^slted ^h^^^fetrk 

of boly "i^al kl &^4A)r oflmkge %^rshi{i. 

' But thi^rfftdigtiatidn 0f1hc$ efOf^eM^r at the 
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uiui^^ of bis r«|Nrewntatii^e^ iaducsd jbinr 
to attempt tiie pDiiiibnieiit of bis. rdbelljfoua 
people:, a \Kg^ mmammi y^t^i&p^iA oui 
and dirfieted t^wapii^ tbe shdtes of Ifttly» 
yriili oYdei^s tpjiiflktt severe putiuffaaieQAfon ^^^ — a 
the authors of llie cr^ilec RA^OQaa jvwslinf ' 
Tested^ and the capture of the feijbj would 
^ve been. Inevitable bad it not b^ea. saved 
by the desperate enthusiasm, of; Ha defends 
' ers^ who sallied from ita gatt»> defeated the 
invading tjroops^ drpte Chem to thieir sUpa A. D. 730. 
with im^iense j^ss^ and qonsmnmated /the . : * , \ 
destruction of 4he imperial power in Italy. . 

The (^suing period of twenty years ex^ Ai P\^^^ 
hibits . few events/ eaki^Iated to- instruict or .: v 
amusei the qiutual jeajonaies. and dis^ 
putes, of the Romans and Loinbluds int 
ereai^ng in proportion as Uie latter, ener? 
yated by the luxury of Italy, ^dec^ned in -v\ 
political stre^ngth,, . The refusal ,(# Gregory A. b, 739, 
tp deMver up to the Jung;of (heSiOfnlmiids ^ .• : . \ 
Thrasimund, duke of Spoleto, who had 
ipcujrrsd hb dii^ktusure aiid tdJcea reftige v : . : A 
pt^jOQurt of the. Pontiff, gave oocasion 
tfitiav desultory vfaf^re^ w^hkh exhausted :tbe 
):<esoufoes j<rf the. cpjitending :^j[iailies^ with:- 
Mii pixMf^nfingiaiiity p^ritmnfota^ to 

fi}tbe«?^ide..i t ,; - ; . 

i [ In .this atate. affairs* continued imiA i 
i^hort. time. previous to the death of Ii;ut^ 
{lranil> ^hpjfindiiig* himself and his, peopte 
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iitveqiiaitbtiie^^ti^ai^ &f perpetdal Wkr*^ 
hkfe, solicited a i^pite • from the work of 
tunage, and ^ concluded a truce for twenty 
years with the Roihang. Not long after 

A. D. 744. ihe cessationf of hostilities;, Liutprand died, 
JliUehrand. BXtd wa* succeeded by Hildebrarid; wbo i^ 
supposed by some to be his grandson, and 
liy others^ with greater probability, his son 
by Gmvtrudis, daughter of Theodebert, 
duke of Bavaria, but the Lombards, de^ 
spising their youthful sovereign, took up 

A. D. 746. arms against him, compelled him to vacate 
the throne, and elected Rachis, duke of 

•A/i)v'^4ffiFriuli, in his stead. The pleasures of 

AffcAif. royalty, it appears^ however, had not any 

charms for the new king : after a shorl 

reign of five years, he retired into a mo* 

rtastery, and the guidance of the state was 

,jistulphus.wsumed by his brother, AistuJphus, whd 

' ^ confirmed the power of the nation by thq 

A, D. 752. capture of the iipportant fortress of Ra* 
venna. 

A. P» 754. The subjugation of the papal dominions 
now seemed inevitable, but the discretion 
of the Pontiff averted the impending storm : 
he undertook 9 journey into Prance, and 
urged its renowned mpiiarchy Pepin, the 
, son of Charlea Martel, to arm in defence of 
Ihe cbuncb. The appeal was not made in 
vain : the French king entered. Italy at the 
lle^d of a numerous army, attacked Aistulr 



pfelled hirti^td^give art^ addub.me' that her^' 
would, for^lhfe^ftrtiire, i^sp^ct the authorfty* 
ofthe p6pe. But the pterfidy of the L6in^' 
bard khio- displayed itself knttii^atelt/dii 
tK* return of the Franks :' he rehewed the - 
war against the pontic aiiid only detested- 
from his schemes of aggrandizement' anfd'* 
plunder on the re^appearance of Pepin, who - 
irritated at his baseness, took such * a meia** - 
shre of revenge, as effectiially subdued the ' 
spirit and checked- the progress of -the^ 
Lombards. 

For the space of twenty years after these 
events, Italy was distracted by a series of 
desultory conflicts, undeserving the name 
of battles, between the Lombards and the 
Romans^ Pepin and Charlemagne, his son 
and successor, invariably aiding the popes, 
and the latter using every exertion to ob- 
tain the mastery over their unwearied foe* 
At length Desiderius, the last of the Lorn* A, D* 774. 
baM kings^ was besieged in Pavia, his ^^'*^*^''""* 
capital, by Charlemagne, taken prisoner, 
and deposed : his daughter, in whose per- 
son alone the royal line survived on the de- 
cease of her unhappy father^ became the 
mistress of the conqueror, and the Lom*. 
bards ceased to exist as an independent 
nation. Under the patronage of the kings 
of the Pranks, the Roman Pontiffs regained 
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poMNiMou: of the gtmiot rpart of Italy, 
ip»l)|cb tbey held, for a tim^^ as the subjects 
av4 .at the pleasure of these laoiiarchsji 
sopei pf whom W9re aUo emperors of Ger- 
iqnuyj but during thedecline of that empires 
ai|d amidst the distvactdoas of France ia 
l^ter ireigns^ they cast off the yoke of al« 
I^i^nee, assumed the supreme comm^dof 
I|a}y^ and hisisted ihat the Pope was the 
earthly ; rffires€»tatiye of St. Peter, aod 
enti<Ied^ ijiy ^ivine right, to the possessiou 
ofithexpapal^domiiUotns. ' 
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CHAP. V, 
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TA^tV origin. Expedition into GauL AU 
, liance with the Franks and QstrogothSp 
, CoMpijeBt htf the Franks, 



. THE T]biuriag;iB]^ are suppjo^ed if> h^ 
jdie desrnidaoN of ^e. ancit^ 11b#ri|ingi» 
aiiiition of Gotibic. ftXitmction^ wjio ;(hm;u^ 
^iesd that ^triict . of ^^uMtry^ vvhith lies 1>07 
tweeii . the. jtivers Blbe. lEind Weaer, hs^ying 
the state cl* HessQ C^iseidl ;on one «ide^ "and 
'.Uppeif ' Sb&6ii^ on tlicf other. They ^ ar* 
jftotficed^ii^ historians^ for the first tini^ is A. D. 37Q» 
fthe reijgiis.:of ValeatiDiaa an^Yalens^ at 
-whkh period Athfe^n^ria^ the leader of the 
•WSsigotfas^ is ahio term^ pHnce of the 
.Theraingi, and this exfdaias. the, reason of 
niUiOAial ' ifiorementB f^nd politidil 
t being seldom Recorded sepii* 
rately front ihose of tkt Oothie natioiv 
iThe.princi|ial\expe^tipn ta this generill 
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observation^ is found in the middle of the 
fourth century^ when they are particularly 
noticed as haying accompanied Attila^ king 
of the Htins^ in his incursions into Gaul^ 
and exeroisedliorriil barbarities on the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of the country^ whom 
the chance of wM:4^Uvered into their 
hands. 

A. D. 457. Soon after thiQ .e^qpedition, the Thurin*^ 
gians are found tihd^r the government of a 
Basmui. chief named Basinus. This sovereign was 
co-terhporary with Childeric; king of the 
Franks^ a cimoumstaiice he had ample rea- 
son to regret^ for his queeiv daptivated with 
the personal attractions or military fame of 
timt^ mdiiarch> volliiltstrily deserted her hus- 
band and 'threw herself iilto his arms. 
Theissue of this connexion was Clovis^ the 
celebrate king . of the Franks^ ftnd it is 
Jhemslrkable that the descendants of this 
pl'^i^te Woman by her paramour, ulti- 
MAtelly dispossessed her lawful children of 

sr.z .:r .A their diofmiiiions; BasiAus had three sons, 
Said^raCv Bertharius/ and Hermanfrid, the 
two former of whom died,- it appeans, with- 
, 'ciut male - is^ue, but '- Bertharius had a 
^ughter; named Iladegdndis, who married 
iClotarifis ' the first, king: of the Franks. 
'Htrttianfrid; the only soil who left an hetfj 
•Spoused A rrialalxerg^ niece of Theodoric, 
ikin^ Qf the* Ostrogoths, by wbom \e had 
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Amalafrid and Rosalinda: the former be- 
came a general in the service of the emperor 
Justinian^ and Rosalinda married Audoin^ 
king of the Longobards. 

Hermanfrid succeeded to the throne on Hermm^firid 
the death of his father and brothers^ but 
was deposed by Theodoric, the son of 
Clovis^ and shortly afterwards terminated 
his existence in confinement. Amalaberg, 
his widow^ driven from her home and des- 
titute of support^ retired into a nunnery, 
where she ended her days^ and the terri- Ctrca 
tories of the deceased monarch were an-^*^* ^^^* 
nexed to the kingdom of the Franks. 






THE BURGUNDIANS. 



Chap. vi. 

Their descent. Wars with the Romans nm^ 
Alematmi. Settlement in Gmip Coik' 
quest by the Franks. 

THE te)ctent of the country originally 
occupied by the BurgtindianSrhas not -been 
defined accurately^ but their abode was, 
beyond doubt, near the banks of the Elbe, 
in the vicinity of the Thuringians, and'thoy 
coald trace, by indbputable evidence, their 
descent from Ifae Tandals. During the 
earlier ages, the political bistory of this 
nation is enveloped in ranch obscurity, ob 
account of the distance of ifaeir residentc 
from the imperial dominions, but as far as 
any light is thrown on the subject, their 
time appears to have been occupied for 
xnany years in contests witb the neighbour- 
ing tribes, and their system of warfare was 
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generally conducted on tlie principle of 
aggression* 

A. D. 277. The first military expedition of any im- 
portance, in ^hich the Burgundians are 
found engaged^ accordi[|g to history^ was 
a furious attack made on the prbvinces of 
Gaul, in conjunction with the Franks^ dur- 
ing the reign of the emperor Probus. In 
this enterprize the confederates were al- 
together unsuccessful: Probus not only 
drove them out of the invaded districts^ but 
pursued Ihem with great slaughter across 
the Rhine, and/ by way of retaliation, 
^ravaged Germany as far as the banks of the 
Elbe. 

A. D. 284. In the reign of Dioclesian, the Burgun- 
vidians again approached the Rhine, formed 
,an alliance with the Alemanni, and em- 
boldened by the example of the Goths^ who 
had attacked the eastern parts . of the em- 
pire, poured forth their hostile multitudes 
. over the plains of Gaul. But they werjB 
, vigorously repulsed by tho Roman troops, * 
. sustained a severe defeat, and were con\- 
jpelled, with reluctance^ to retrace their 
steps. As they marched homewards, dis- 
sentions arose amongst their chiefs^ the 
.barbarians turned their arms against each 
^ other, and a series of, destructive contests 
^ ensued, which continued, at intervals^ more 
^ thp.n fifty years. 
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tn fhe middle of thfe fourth century, t5i A. D. 88T. 
derman ttihm became more poputoud a6d 
darings made repeated incursioiis into the 
Gallic provinces, and destroyed many of 
ihe Roman fortresses bdilt 6n the JRibihe' 
fdr the better preservation of the adjacent 
districts. On this, Julian, the imperial 
commander, marched against th^ni \^ith his 
army and routed them in sevehil battles 
with imtnetise loss. He al^o compelled 
them to reinstate the fortifications they 
had destroyed, and concluded the campaign 
by the invasion of Germany and the cOn-* 
t}uest of its barbarous inhabitants, ais far 
M the territory of the Burgundians. 

In the reign of Valens and Valentinian;A.D. 364. 

the Roman provinces were again attacked 
and wasted by the Alemamii and their 
confederates, and Valentinian finding It 
impossible to confine them w|thin the 
bounds of good order, j^lthougfa frequently 
defeated, determined to set thern at vari- 
ance with the Burgundians, in the exped^ 
tation pf diverting their attention from 
the plunder of his dominions, atid^ diihi* 
hishing tlieir physical strength by hasten* 
ing their mutqal destruction. With this 
view, he encouraged a quarrel: existing; 
between them relative to ^ome salt«^pits a^ D. 367. 
to which each nation laid claim, mi the 
Burg;iindians, occupied and enfeebled by 
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p» h^xagp the 'Roia^n^ for 4l|e i^ll^ f>S m9t* 
ib^TLbalfa.ceiitu^. ; ; v, 

A n ^SJf- • ®'** ^^^ interval oi yegio^, ho\if eyer 

G;JlrS:«ffttifyin« t^ ^^ emperor, .at the Jiv^, 

earuu.provei, in tbs rfisalt, to have jbieien .puct 

pliasecl at' a9 ejcpeo^ve ni|«i f<)r the j^ult? 

gimdiap^ who wer^e, it should 990bi> i^nd^r 

the goyemoieQt of Guiiljbicaf iufi^ the ^fiixii of 

their kio^ meQtiofi^d by tiame in hjs^i^^ 

ultimately ^iaod. the as^udailcy^ ^ and % 

^eir increasi^ in number^ and iiaprpv^pctftRt 

in mititi^ry 8^ience> found tbetnselve^ in. 4 

f ituation tQ taike the field againfit; the {lor 

man arniieg, which they did after^lirdA 

with cop^d<tr0l>le adVant^ei 

A. D. 440.; In thQ m^H^eding reign of GundicalV tb9 

^""^'^'^•BufgiCBdiaUg^ who had he^n ad^andi^ 
gradually, fpr several years towards the 
aouth and west, pursued Uieir couf^ with 
Increased n|^dity> a,nd though ^y Yt^H 
::k(igorously attacked an4 frequently . defmted 
by the imperial troops, yet^o entirely were 
the Roiiiaiiis occupied iii atteiUptiog: t9 
j'spftl the Gothi^ % Mthott the eAst^ prftr 
\\m& of the ewipire bad belErn ihvaded^:||i|it 
thfi Biirsf&ndiana found dpportunity :at 4ttr 
ierri^jtol rally and J)«severe in 'thei|\.4fef 
. ' . '. *»ftp« ' JV^lthiB ai&w years: from. thi^ p^^l^i 
^e :impi;«Yi8d stlkte .of Iheiif: oatiOiiKW r«t 
fdut«39 iHMibled them toj^ 
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1^ nf^ ^mk9GtMl^ni^AiAp ^ftm^iOt 

vpi^er^gdg^jul. the ai^ge.i^ Nfdbottneu 
^b0 QiitgwndiiMii; threw :: thcAiseti^es ijQn 'tiw 
P^lgic PTQvincfis. ; Fpi>tutiei. h0!w^9rer/i wInI 
tinf>rppittpii& jto tb^ir/i enterpriser they leam 
^iviqd .a,96^^0 ^feiiA Iroisi iha' RaHiii» 
troQ^?; Ainj^c .th^ oomfriand of th^^ne^ 
t94i ^tiuSi, : \iihQ hM ina^ed to fbe relief 
oC'(i|auLi 0iii] ¥i^0se driven iioto ihd joeiouiiy 

ppimty ,dwip:ta^ the; ardour :of .tke ^^bariia^ 
riai)s/but l^ilfyl to produce, atiy permancnil 
fife^rtjoajhem.: in a few yeark they madg 
fa]0tb€;i:;aUefnpt on! the ija^ districts^ and 
9qi:u?e^^ in e^bU^hing iheaiBelv^mtfadA. D. 456, 

90^h;Qf FmiiQ^^ .near tba place u whick 
th^y hud bem roufaf d hy 'th& Roniansj ai]^ 
iirbiGlii 9tiUbea»tbeir.tiam6« ,> 

" : At. thi^ . titnew Bfio^uiMiy ^was -gkv^^ p. 461. 
by, Gbndeacus^ wba jhad;sufceffidcdi:fi«fflH^«««^«'»*- 
^i^iif j. ind; wbo^^after a pecjceablta netig^^ Mk 
th0. ki&gdpm. . to .h1s< four isms^ QJiilpfoise^ 
Gpdpi«»T> iGUndobaJd. tod Qod^igpiL ,Tbi 
two. jformer .of tbe^fi ^ prin^a retavied 
fpv^r^guty &i! a .shokt pmod .^l^r,. 
dt^ .wit]|iout J^ ai:^t tbat CshUi^mi} 
WlUa daughter.inamed Ciotiidmi whoi^arn 
nadiiOJi^ii^fi: tli^roeljibri^M^ iol^ iba 

liieglw!^ is}omp^^i»;i^^ 9adr 
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iha fonmrr 46 ittiota ^k uiieie, Riclimry 
thd, c6nquteror. of Itkly; had, at'bis death/ 
imnsferred \m troopB, obtaitied th^ ad- 
A. D. 500. Tahtage over his brother, 6n which the 
latter entreated the assistance of Clovis, 
who immediately mar<;hed to support hifii 
cause. The king of the Franks had re* 
centl; embraced Christianity, and inflamed 
with religious ardour, anxioudy endear 
voured to spread in every direction the doc* 
trines of the church, to which he had be** 
come a convert. The opportunity, there-* 
fbrej of interfering in the affairs of Bur« 
gundy was too valuable to be neglected, for 
it not only enabled him to introduce his 
&vourite tenets amongst the peo[de, wha 
were attached' to the faith of Arius, but also^ 
opened to his view the prospect of the con^ 
quest of that country. Clovis accordingly 
^ aJttadcad.Gundobaldf^ttheheadof ariuuier- 
ewiarmy, and after ravaging his dominions 
and s^KEing his principal towns and cities/ 
compelled him to s^e for p^ace. Qundo^ 
bald, however, had the good fortane ta 
induce tite king of the Pranks to accept 
leasonable termsi of accommodation, and 
the latter consented to withdraw bis troop» 
on payment of an annual tribute* But 
as «oon as Gundobald was delivered fromr 
Ihe pressure and aj^rehennon of his e»e«. 
my, he t4inied his^ arms agaiQst Godesigil^ 
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session of the crown/, 4fce; fo^eet ! of < JMi 
tmAn^tniAi fa(jr-pii4t|i^ IbJiilMiiitHQrt.'to^i^^h. 
^i^vfitii^tftiidlPd: ti^S(.«nfi»n!i|Q()a^Ue «pt ^ 

iMsmiaS) .4bef ebaim:te9'J ^ Wi i )>ttieHr! I i(eiifte$tt^ 
of « ! ioild ' And: : ieajoted 'mcnwrnhvi </lkt jbft 
diediiise.<fae leftitito :i3<iii8^'. SigiflmiihA;ao4 
£iodomM^ ihe.ili^nfief of wlK>ni ' inarricil 
ipMfc^olba^ daiigbt^r^ kiligA.D. 510. 

' The .bc^ntfieu^iMiieBt of jiis fdgh: wi»t*<' •« -A 
|iroei|^i'du»^ [ his daughter iSaitirjgDtiifL imv!- 
Itjg cbHi'ried Theoaorie or Tkeu^iiep iiHi|^ 
.of fHd Fra^di and by:that aUiaticeiatoorad 
to hiitii^ luiOt^tioii of her hiisbAifdianfl 
}kih {K>wer£al relatites^ ind: Sigefiei bis aoti, 
'hkntg shewn ^Very. disposition 'tor: main- 
tain the authority and obey the dictates of 
,bis father. Sigvjoritiud <ook. an eariy: jop-. . 
ipqirtumty of displacing hife piety, for he 
rebuilt^ at considerable expense, the mo* 
nastefy of St. Mauritius or Mauride^ a 
Ronian, commander; Mrho is alleged tofaaire 
beete taa^saei^ with tbe Theba^an legion 
by the emperor .Mas^imian* for bis ad- 
h^refice to the. Cbristian faitb. Uuhaj)- 
. pity/ however, this promising $tate of tbiiigs 
; was of short duration, and the death of 
Ostrogotiia was the prelude tp A tragedy^ 
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i»fai|:]»^aei'ki«be!ayieMio{j itfittvose-bf 

-'■' ^Si^sftttimd: 'imhiisfi TV iiteon^' tini^> tend 
1ib^q«0e»; <by ii^MMn^yi Itifttt 'M^Miiil eblf- 

and at len^h prevailed on tli» lll&lditei 
Af D. 594«farent. lb pB^hik to ^deirtlu Sutf >t]h6 iiiihie 
«peedillf 'iifibei wfl iitfi; austvted ' piitiiidi!B|f»il t 
iClilbdinii^ anoioitlrer :of /iha «^hi 4f ^ <9lo¥^^ , 
lmen^9 ^d^^esthivtlofi >t>f Iri^'^'^ 
SnvaUtedf ihci diHhiiiiocis jCff * Sigismiitid;/ (A^ 
Jiim W' bsctlli^y and* by^tte MasMX^ft ^ #& 
^ife^j and ^cUldfTcni^^' BXttfibf 'twm^piy^Ulk 
fdfm^tii^f^io: '' '-'-"''^ '■ ^' ^'*'- 

C^odprnnr. Oipdomat) bhotker <df the >^eMlbA^lLii)^, 
A. D. ^^Pi^atid eurviviiig4ie'ir to the soveW5igA«y, <iheti 
-UsaendiH] >thie tUtroiiie : Imt Iris *te^- was 
of iihiited- continuatide : the !Pratil:s> fen* 
some i[;teuKie whk^ fe not recorded^ m'liil- 
toQr, iMfdte an incui^ion ifito tiis doMHini^niif^ 
ia.trtac1i^<iitodt<K>k M ^ai^ ihi^W 

Hbim-iitto -a dtita^eoh^ Whei^ death I'^iermi 
J^m fW>m his troirbleBj ia«a ® 
A. p. iid5^eaii»^a coiAp6n6nt^]^i^ 
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f1l«^ iMr# mih the OstPOgMB mid tSubvb 

' AlUawie ttUh the Franks^ C6nq^e$t mf 

Ado&fid by Charlemagne. 
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' 1*11*1 history of the inii^itairts of Ba-' 
varis^ is involved in obscurity t!W ^Ke- rei^ 
of <hfe feftipferolr Leo m the fefth century, -^ 

tjliieti tWey ate tnentlpnetf fdr the first time 
fts a disiinct nation. 'At that p4riod^ the A. i>« 4(^7^ 
pstrogoths, having established themselves 
In ]^aY)nonia and made peace with the 6m-' 
peror; discontinued their attacks on thfc 
Romaii xlpmimons^ bnd turned then* aii^4 
Hgainst the Stievi and Bavarians. Ncithei* 
of th^ contending parties could produce an 
historian to perpetuate their expldit^/and 
t^ier^fpre th^ result only of jthe w^r can^bfe 
Ascertained, which appest^rs to ^hav^ been 
faVoui'able to the latter, for at the c6m- 
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A. IK siLmencementofthesixth century, the throne 
GmibattLvTBA occupied by Garibaldi a native of 
Bavaria, who bore the title of duke, and 
espoused Waldrada, daughter of Waccho, 
king of the Lonjgobards. By this princess 
he had two bhildretr/ liieodoliili^a, married 
to Antharis, king of the Liongobards, and 
Gundoatd, afterward^ ^uke of Asti in Italy. 
Cirea On the death of Garibald, without male 
^F* *^' heirs, Thrassilo was placed on the throne 
'of Bavaria by Cbilddbfeft, son of Clovis, 
and then king of Paris and the adjacent 
district^j and he comilieiiedd Ihs career bf 
%tt expedition, in cionjunclion with the 
Pranks, agiunst a tribe of Suevi^ who liad 
fixed their abode in the northern parts of 
$p«in, but the result of the contest is alto- 
gether unknown. . , 

A«D. 009. Thrassilo had one son, who, on hUini- 
ther*s decease, assumed the comoiaud pf the 
Gm^aU nation, by the titl^ of Garibald the Second^ 
I e earn ^^^ reigned for the space of thirty years. . 
A. P. 640. 'fhis chieft^n died without issue, and 
Theado th€Yf9^ followed by Theodo tiie F'irst: hegp- 
^^^ vemed the qation several years in tran- 
quillity, unusual to a degree in that turbu- 
Af D# 4{80.ient ssr^,, aqd on his death> without chil* 
Sn^iNb lAedren^ Theodo the Second ascenided the 
SecomL (hrone* 

Theodo had three sons> Theodebert, 
Theoclehald, and Grimoald^ whom he 9^f 
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gov^raqsent, aod Che joint t^ga of .tb^ 
fittker und bis dqns coniinued forty-twp 
years. ' Of the latter^ Theodebe|;takme le^ 
isiiwe>, iianiely^ Huebert/ . Guntnidwi ;,^he, 
8|ipii99 of iiutgreiid, kingpf tJbe I^ombapr^f^ 
1^^ ^ttoeh^> who marri^ed Charles ]V^artel#, 
soa.of Pepiu of Herttall ^aiid , afterwards 
ofFrmice^v . 
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. i^ubsequently to the dc^Ui of Thf^odo ^f A. D. iv^ 
seconds and h)^ three 9ons,llQehert became ^^^^^* 
leader of the people^ but he was afterwards 
attacked by^Charles Martel^ defeated^ and 
dispossessed of his throne^ which was given 
to Odilo^ who had married Chiltrud^ daugh- 
ter of the conqueror. The dearth of ma- 
terials render it impossible to explain^ 
with any degree of certainty* the means by 
which the Bavarian sovereigns or dtikes^ 
who preceded Huebert^ were enabled to 
retain the reins of government without in- 
terruption for a long series of years^ whilst 
the other states of Kurope were perpetually 
at war with the Romans or each other* but 
it may be surmised that the Ostrogoths, 
Wisigoths, and Lombards^ of whom the 
principal apprehensions were to be enter*- 
tained, were fully engaged in the conquest 
of Italy and Spain^ and the Franks, by 
whom Bavaria might have been easily sub- 
dued at any time* either were united to the 
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beads of 4aa nafioii Vjr Ikt Bes 6F bmSIf 
cotnpflicC and treaties df aHuiee^ or imm 
MbeMTise Mctvpieu by toeif own pooficu 
OMBentMin, 
Oi«0^/ The ra|^ <if OdBo pMed away qoi^ 
^mS, at his deaths Aedocad crown descend-* 
Tkra$$Uot6 to fais son and saccessor Tliras^o the 
ike ««»"^^pecoiid. SooiraAerhis acc^sabn, howeVer^' 
Thraarilo was deprived of his dominions hf 
Chifrlemagne^ son of Pepfiil, king p( 1h6 
Frftiks^ who anneied them to his own. 
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. THE. FRANKS. * : . 

^Thetr origin:. Incursions into GauL Wars 
.yn^h ihe Rpnifins. 'Establishmem m 



iJSrwu»«.i Thev assist the popes and con- 

, fltier . t^e Lombards. iJefeal the moors 

>m Spain^ rheir lams and eusloms. 

\.C/iarhm^ King of iFranc'e 

. flwa Emperor of Germany. 
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THE history of the Franks is ao iiitef' 
-«b9eii 'With^atof theipMfife'oF3acil;^& 
^m itii|Mii8iMo ^<v trsAtoiftlw^n^y Mfhhmi^ 
iwfeirpiiig' ^at Hkti sMnd lima lb :tiie foAekK 
.wUed t«>>wiiidiji}die 'reader may )fM^ aaiinci^ 
iment^io^ tracing's the^aiMyis ^etadi^es^whicli 
iappaned^im tise states of (Sa^ fh^m the 
ipemod ^f )tbeir icatiquest by ifao iR^Mmtiri^ 
iutHil ilieir ififid wiioii Iw the .Franksi: iidb 
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an independent monarclij, under the title 
of the kingdom of France. In the reig^ of 

B. C. 578.Tarquiniusi Priscus^ the fifth king of Rome, 
at the distance of five hundred and aerenty- 
eight years .before. tbe.Chri^^p «era^ lived 
Ambigatus, ' the first Gallic cfiieftain men* 
tioned in history. His sons^ Bellovesus 
and Sigovesus^ vref& sent by thdr fiither 
into Germany^ as adventurers^ with a train 
of followers* oa w^id} i^? fatter settled in 
the vicinity of the Hercynian forest^ avast 
wood at that, time extending across the 
centre of Germany^ and the ibraier, tempti^ 
by. the aJIureqients of Italy, crossed .the 
AJps apd founded the city, ^^ Milan. The 
in&nt colony remained unmolested i)y the 
Romans and other nations in Italy for the 
^ space of three centuries^ and during that 
period, its numbers incretised rapidly by 
the ordinary cpurse of population, and the 
accession of new settlers, attracted by the 
genial climate or the expectation of fiiture 
-pldnder; 

B. C. 38o; In the lifetime of Canlillus; the ede- 
brated Romau general, a valit assemblage 
Hof Gauls emigrated from the banks of the 
•Seioei under the command of tbeit leadecj 
iBreiHuis^ burst into Italy, and being joined 
fby a powerful teiafordement : of ih& Mi- 
lanesej made their way to the gates id 
Ilonne^ The barbarians plundered tmd 
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Bomtthe ini^penAlmfyi (itit the sMiitors ki^ 
dentb'i latid ' ^^rd about to crown their 
Uiiifnph li>y tke wiztave of the capttol, when 
llie Roman troops^ headed by Camitlusj; 
sttdd^nly arrived , at the scene of destruc-^' 
tion^ Sell on the enemy^ whom they de« 
sttoy^d in myriads^ and dfove the sur* 
Tivov^ beyond the Alps^ The Gauls en-^ 
^ged in this expedition^ -were principalty 
.ttie denones^ a people of Transalpine Gaul, 
near Sens^ on the river Seine> not far from^ 
Orleans: they- made frequent incursions 
into Italy^ and at length established them- 
selves on (he eastern coasts of it, where 
they are supposed to have founded the 
cities of Fano, Rimini, Sinigaglia, so 
called from liie people, Senones Galll, ami 
Pesapo. [They were finaHy attacked and^ 
extemunated by Dolabella, the lloma» 
g^dneral, two buiidred and eigfbty-three years 
before the Christian lera.] 

. At the expiration of a century, an expe^ B. C. vrs. 
ditiaa was made by the Gauls, uudei* ano- 
ther chief also nained Brennos, into Greece, 
with theintetition of plundering the famous 
tesapte of AfK>tlo at D^phi, and the invade 
m§ army was aiug«nentedi as usual, by the 
addition of multitudes^ of Germans. That 
noble edifice was built in a4Bemicircular fotm; 
elevated abov>e the pkdn which ^qpiands fromf 
ifybase, alid crowned by theterrifie crags of 
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view iqalHitfifn^^cgty: Us j^oHtode^nspirei^ 
thepi wUh.reljigioi^;ftwe> and Ifaeif beaded; 
iiiiagiQiM#oii9 pititiired to tbQir. sight AjmUo. 
a«d Mine)rv4ia Jirmed with. bwvi»»ly /weiirv 
|l0t)9> add boy^ii)g in; tbe fro^i i(^:lheir. 
tdrr^Kial abo4^.» Before the/ bariiariaiifc 
h94..tifiie to recoireF from, their ^urpris^. 
t£ey were attack^ed by invisible eaemies^ 
the iiQpeading roc)cs appeared . (q ^R^pbte^I 
huge, fragments suddenly overwhelmed Ui^fj 
afffighted fa^sts, and in the general, anxte^yt 
to escape, multitudes weie trodden to deal^ 
401 the fatal pass^ .Th« flower of th^i(iiaUk> 
Itrmy perish^ oa thi^ occasion.: . Breomi^A 
impelled by horiror and inemoTse, termiiiatiQd> 
hi$ existence by his owki haadp and tboiigi|^ 
the modem historian will jneadily ascribe 
: the Mur^ of the . .expediUon to iW Hue 
causey, a stratagem concerted by the ligAliM 
bitants of tb^ owniry to destroyjJheir eMn 
miea without incjUfrin^: persooaLrislt, Hm 
less^^enlightene^ nc^ud of the.barfakiiinw 
, ehieC could "Only attribute the r deftmct^ 
ofJbts followei^JQ the immediate .preseoeft 
9f .4h0 offended .fi^y<. The ISands'irJ^ 
w#r0 pretMved j&Mn tikfefftte of> th^comn^ 
lad^ forced tfifit wfkf. tovmodii fte sb(»iw 
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ofj^a BM^ JSffK, #1^ t|t!k^tb 4^tilMt^A4 

w.hic^]b( tkow forms part of tb^ proykice gi 

Aniit<iMi|i HI Turkey in Asia. 

; RMher mofe tllan two centuries be&MB. C. 2^4. 

^he Chris^tiaq asra^ the GUtulf npia4^ i^n ia0o$4 

VM[0 l'f^Y$ b^t werei att^lnied^atid routa) h^ 

Masc^i^^the jRotpaa g^^ei^l ;; tbfsir king 

y iridom^riis wa»i JtilWl. J« ^ip A^tiont, aa4 

they we[re compiled to retrwl;^ liod JlQ}tj$tl 

a BU^padeiqn of hoslilitioi. \. \.. i 

, Nearly,a*qenturyafterwfu:48»]tb^.Cimbn^ ion. 

Uthabitaato of Denmark^ and.tMe Teutones^ 

>vho are supposed to have dwelt in tho 

islands qf Zealand and Funeq^ entered 

Paul. in ii^fedible nuqtibers^ and after soma B. a los. 

ikxaid piadp t^ir \i^y towards the Medii 

teri anean^ an<}.€ai(tOiinteir^ a;V.astiarniy sent 

against then» % t\^e^ Romans^ under- two. :i /j.a 

pjf their consuls, Mrfiop they d^iS&ated mtti 

g^ea4 loss^ .nearly eighty^ thousajad pf.Hbl 

ioiperial troops being slain. The barbae 

riaiis^ tl}ep djyided tk|^ir tryi^s iritP. t^oB. C. 102 

^1 visioi^ : pae of whie^ |iureu6d tb&x^pUiaet ^^^ ^^'* 

0f t^ l^hpqer an4 the pth^r li|Ta)j;td'Italy». 

anlicppf^U^gi in imagination^ th< plundec 

f^J^pqie. : Mi C> Mar^ns^ th* {celebrated 

j^^^uti hfyiag bqen :4e^cd2^ the head 

j^A»<4h9K MmiWy^ h^t^ t0 the ^mmf 
£pem?, tl^ Iii$m4h» of ^b» ]Etti<»ie^liiid 
» !tollififeti After Whifkhe retndiad 
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fnto thiTyj hf tacked the- rfeadue <3f t^e bar^ 
barians^ gave them a signal defeat, and 
drove them out of tlie imperial domfnions. 

A few years after these events> a bloody 
war ensued between the Sequanr> a people 
of Gaul^ who then resided near Autun 
in Burgundy, and the Edui, another 
Gallic nation, whose residence was near 
Besanf on, on the river Doubs^ in the dis^ 
trict now known by the name of Franche 
Compte, under the command of their 
king Divitlacus. The dispute continued 
several years, and the Sequani being worst- 
edj were compelled to solicit the aid of 
Ariovistus, one of the most powerful a~ 
mongst the German princes, which was 
readily granted, and the fortune of war 
changed rapidly in their favour. In this 
B.C. 55. state of affairs, Julius Gaenr made his ap- 
pearance in Gaul, and findings that the 
Edui wore unable to resist the united at* 
tacks of the Germans and Sequani, threw 
the weight of the Roman arms into the 
' scale, which immediately preponderated in 
favour of the Edui. The Wars in Gaul 
continued many years, but had not th€^ 
address of Caesar enabled him to foment 
dissentions between the native chiefs, and 
ocicasioned them to turn their arms against 
each olher, the numerical strengths of th* 
barbarians would have beea sufBdent alda4; 



m 

Jto destroy tb^ j Roouin: powerJ VAmdugst 
jthe different nations with: whom rCassor bad 
to contend, were the ^equani/siippotted by 
Ariovistus and bis Germans^, tbe Atrebate^s^ 
who occupied the modem di9trictbfArtoi9j 
the Nervii, whose residence was iu.the.i>ro* 
•vince of Hainault^ aiid the EburoneiSj, inhat 
bitants of Liege and the. adjacent cotrntryi 
under the command of Ambiorix. These 
nations who were, at one time, at variance^ ^ '^ 
and at another^ united by treaty, according^ . 
to the fluctuating disposition of their chiefsi^ 
made head against the.arm<^s of Rome; 
whilst the Helvetii, or natives of ,Switzer-* 
land, the Suevi, then resident between the 
Vistula and the Elbe/ the Belgse, who 
occupied that tract which lies between the 
Upper Rhine and the oqeau, and the JDelt»^ 
ito whom belonged the : country between 
the Seine and the. Loire, j sayeraUy/ con-^ 
tributed their share of excretion towards the 
destruction of thecoinmon eneqay.. The for- 
tune, however, or rather the discipUfted va- 
lour of the Roman troops pr^va^led'over the : * 
unskilful attacks of the barbarians, and the 
whole prpviuce of Gaul^ was ultimately 
reduced to a state of submission, in. which 
it continued during the period of Cesar's 
life. On the commencement of the civil 
war between that general and Pompey, inr 
which the subject of contentiou \ras the 

M 
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empim b( Rome, numbers of tlie German 
and iGkJIic chiefs were invited to serve 
under the iianner^ of tlieir conqueror: a 
measure prodiuetive of twofold advantage : 
it added maleriaUy to the strength of 
Caecjar's^ army^ and, at the same time^ ena* 
bled him to detain tlie principal men of 
isacfa tribe and nation^ virtnafiy as hostages^ 
'bui professedyiy as associates, in his camp. 

B.C. 44 Afiter the dei^h of Oaesar, Augustus as- 
^^ 9umed the imperial dignity, and in accord- 
ance wkh the best interests of the statOji 
endeavoured, as far as theOauls were in 
question, to eonciliate the good-will of tfa^ 
barbaiiaiis. 

The.sqpoess of his ejibrts is demonstrate^ 
by iile feet, that one irruption only was 
xmAe into Gaul by the Germans during his 
reign, and although Lc^Kus, the general 
who. wa6 Mnt to repel them^ sustained a 
defi^, y«t the other armies of the empire 
spcedftly retrieved the honour of the nation 
by ntpieAisd victories over the barbariansj 

A. D. ar.Giligula, « monarch infamous for his 
cofwardice and ostentation, undertook ain 
exfndition mto Geirmany, and visited the 
Bordi-western provinces of Gaul, but the 
advance ef his troops was merely a splendid 
pffooession, and the campaign, if that oame^ 
ean be oensistentiy attached to it, ended 
wJMiiout bloodshed, the only memorial of 
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l|is JA^m^y b^ng Im Tom d^v, hear 
^9^\ffS^^s wbkh lie is said to hayis ^jlt. 
V^ ^p ^|l>C|9^ of if)irK» centuries ivom <Mi 
peno^^ 4b^ Ecmw e^i|^ gmmcd under 
4]^ y^"^ oi a ^iiAc^moa jof jdbspotie sove* 
.^^iffR^^ iMst >of n^oM disgraodd humanity 
by Ifl^ ii?n!il(^« Vhe several reigns of 
^^if^e ty^ii^ ^^M igeoarally osf ^ort oqn- 
^PDange, sf^d ftfiofded a melanchoiy spe<ti. 
jne^^jtbS'defirayii^ ofiiaaiik^^ raififedto 
Ih^ iinj^^liftl ditgnity iby the pevrer of 4he 
4fif9y^ whP^^ fdvour thay had conciliated 
fby Sl^pte IMhes^ iO^ fey the fieliiotaiit voice 
1$^^ j^PpW^ jfl^>a» theyihad temfi^ into 
j^3pi^i^^Q^ Ij^y te^nated iiueir career 
i»y-ywk9lt^«a^ %ad j^oeeivj^d Ihe pui;iii^- 
fifjijA pf^ejir yifimn and ^sr uidbty at 4i»e hands 
x)f tbejfT i^u1])^$. Qui jGaul ffeuioiaed in 
p^f^e diuy?ing. jtW tmubles of die empire^ 
with thp^epRcy^iitim.Qf a le^yr irmnaterial diEi- 
turbances which were ^spBeedfly^queUed^ 4he 
jRhi^^;!^ tbf»>(^ain>of iforUfiad posts si-/ 
.tuatod ,fm l4» kf^^> ^w^ the Germans 
^d fr!#B[tfid:4heirjattf^]^:'fi!anquillity was 
jn^ijqpil^ Ibe iijt^rior of the province 

4>y ^P llf^iQi>3 wfeidi ;^ei?e dispersed in 
,qW^Vj^i^igtM«ti«atf>vftnd «iany of the Aoman 
;j(}^linnii9^^r8^ Vho as|Hifed rto :Uie atqpreme 
,pqiii(f^r, jir^^e lin^^e^ fpr Ihw suooeflBMto 
ftb^e 9^tfusg9 ftf itti^ fiiTQtect^cOT af'GauI. 

M S 
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A. D. 538^..' At tKis time, the Franks^ feiidwned \h 
after-ages. as.t&e lords of Europe^ and the 
.bnly.successiiii opponents of the followers 
of Mahomet, first appeared on the stage of 
•history. They are supposed to have. been 
irihabitahts of. tliat province of Holland to 
,the north of the J&uyder Zee, now known 
.by the name of Friesland, and when their 
.numberSsi . had! materially increased, they 
, became incorporated with the Chamavi, a 
race of barbarians residing between tlie 
Lower. Rhine* and. the Weser, near Mntf- 
star, with the Bructeri, inhabitants of 
Overyssiel, and the Sicambri, who occupied 
Guelderland . These un ited tribes were at 
length distinguished by the general name 
.of Franks, which some suppose to signify 
Freemen, in the same manner as the out- 
casts or stragglers from the German'n'ations 
pa$!^ Under the common denomination of 
'Alemanni, or All- Men. 
A. D. 457. In the ' reign of Gallienus, Posthumus, 
the Roman general, who commanded in 
'Gaul, caused himself to be proclaimed 
emperor in the' west, and commenced a 
.furious war' on ' the Germans, but he was 
killed !and succeed eii by Laelianus, probably 
the next in' command. The latter was 
- 5bon afterwards put to death by his soldiers 
in a tumult, and Victorinus took the lead 
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in .public afiatrs : he^ hdjwever, at ho ;great 
jdi^^ce x)f time, met a iimilair: fui^^ on 
ik^bich^hi^ mother Victoria pr VScforinai 
united her influence! with that of tTiBtnciis, 
^W wbomtbe charge' of the Roman troops 
devQlved, and the confederatesjointly as- 
sumed the sovereign power in Gaul. On 
tho. accession of Aurelian, he led an army-A.b. 27^, 
into the revolted .provinces, add attacked 
/TetriQiis, and reduced him to submission: 
The emperor also commenced hostilities 
^igainst several of the: German tribes^ who 
had invaded Gaul during these disturbT 
4inces> defeated: them with severe loss, and 
drove tbeip across the Rhine: then turning 
his arms against the FrioikSj who had. also 
availed themselves ; of the oppoxttifiity'/^if^ 
forded by th,e unsettled state of thef Roman 
affairs, to (penetrate, into Spain, he com- 
pelled them to .retire into the western parts 
of Germany, '. where they took refuge a- 
tnpqgst the Burgundians. The extetit^df 
that Spirit of; enterprise for .which: the 
Franks have been famed at all time^, m^y 
be conjectured troni tbe. circumstanas tha* 
even at this early period of history, they are 
found at Tarragona, a; city on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. Sonne writers iKre. of opi- 
nion that, being a maritime people, num- 
bers of t Jieip were, carried by the receding 
tide from their own coasts towards the south. 
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and arrivd «t tint phsbe by a civettMom; 
voyage tlMrbugk the gtmilf of Gibrailtf, 
.wUtetafhenii with greater pr<A>aliiiityyiM*- 
l^ioe thiit 8oa» of their tribes fbltov^ th6 
course of the Afaine^ traversed the south of 

« 

Fraifee^ and made their y^wf tfaroug^h tbe 
teart of Spain. 
At D. 977. In the rcSgii of ProUu9^ the Ctentiihifir, 
aided by the Franks ahd BfrrgiaAftdfatt^^ 
laede new inroads into Cbcul> tirhieh dceft- 
«adaed the' enfieror to l^t fais ai^ny in 
aiotion dgainst them : a blooUy ^^rar ^idned^ 
id whidi the barbarians werfe defeat«id wttJi 
iaerediUe daughter^ and drhreti latd the 
iacitnedses of Gerihany. Theise^ hhHti^eir, 
wbre irisuffieient to protect tbMh frbth the 
fitry of the conqueror : the fhgitivd^ were 
pursued With hiiremHiing diM^^tl^^; and 
ttuUittides of the Franks madfe prismer», 
and cari'ied into the Roinkn ptfoirinces 
bordering on the Euxine or Blaek S^. 
Numbers of them subsequently ^ek^Mid 
from icaji^ity^ seized all the vessel ik^f 
oould eolleei, atid iifter ra%iiging the ^htites 
of Greeb^i Sicflfy and Africa, dlr6dt(^ theit 
course towards the norths atid landed xAi the 
westerh coa^t of Holland. From this event 
it was, tlttt the Pranks w^^e su|]posed, in 
early timefti to har^ derived their oHghi 
from Greece, or l^e vieitliiy df the Paluit 
. MiM^^ or ^ed. of AiMf. . 
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Tite coniesitir for Jiimer^ which to6k {itict A. D. U4. 
}>revieuriy t^ the aocession of I>ioold^n^ 
eAMMtssgeA the Barguhdmrn atld Aleniaiifii 
to httaini ittiotber iircumpn into Oatil; but 
ifae attco^ was unsnccesslbl ; the emjieror 
iuid hfe: colleague Maximian aMlteked atid 
defeated tbem ia sereral eneoonters^ and A^ D. 9S9, 
finally reduced them to unqualified «ub- 
tniMioB. The Franks had at this Um«, 
attained conaderable proficienoy iti the art 
of naTigation^ which may be observed ^mm 
the following incident. Carausius, a thief 
of tite M enapii^ a nation residing ii^ the 
aorth ^ Dutch Brabant^ entered into an 
engagement with the Romans to dear tibe 
iseas.from the dazon piratesy but haviti^ in^ 
ourred the displf^uure of hisf employed by 
Mtaining the booty for his own usCvhc 
ntired into Britain and assumed the M^ 
iNnror on: the coast of K«t« 'liftdr a time^ 
hft wat murdered^ and Aileotusj iit» sue- 
,ee9siMr^ took up arms igainst the RiMims 
wmI solicfied the. aid of the {nranksj who 
^fitted dui a nmnenMS fleet aifid disemban^ed 
on the Isle of Wight, which they secui^ed %y . , 

an extensive chain of fortifications, whilst* 
anoihtt party made iib way to London^. 

CoBStantius, en whom the command of A. D. Wi, 
GmA had then devolved, determined to 
-check Ih0 spirit of aggressioHj whfeb th^ 
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' Fff!l]k< perpetually displayed ; hetherefere 
built a considerable number of Teasels^ and 
landing on the island^ cbmpeHed the Franks 
to 9lirr6Ader at discretion. He next. di- 
rected, his' cQiirse towards Lofidc«> gave 
\xBLii\b to theeoemy^ who had taken posses-^ 
pion of it> and put them to the rodt, after 
Jiifhichiie proceeded to depose AUectus^ and 
reunited Britain to the empire. So great 
;was tbe.carnage amongst the enemy, iSxaX a 
/stream of water, which then, ran through 
jthe metropolis, and near which the battle 
raged with the. greatest fury, was choaked 
Jbty the (bodies of the Galir or WaHi^rwho 
<weresbin, and froin^th^t circiimslance re^ 
4^eived the nan^e of . Wallbrook. Nor did 
jConstantius remain satisfied with this mea- 
sure of rataliation : on his retuqi toi the 
contineilt/ he. carried hisr.arms into:Fries^ 
. land atnd the adjacent countries r. defeated 
the: Franks in sevend engagements, and 
1 haying taken great numbers of prisoners, 
jsient them to Rome, from whence they w»e 
dispersed throughout the states of Italy, as 
•^vesi ' " * » 

A. D. 313. The. effects of this severity were such, 

that^ wiikh the exception of a: slight com*- 

. motion in the reign of: Constantine, 4;be 

.first Chiristian emperor, which was> iimne^ 

;diately quelled, the Franks did not veil- 
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tjire^ or Jiftd ncHt sii^eni^/ to. take the field 

agfiifi^ the, RiiffiMiis ibr ihe istpac^ of nearly 

hulfi^: century* * 

. Oa ihsi death of Constantine^ however, A. D, S40* 

they a^in ventured to make an /incursion 
into G^tuh but were repulsed, by the eni<- 
peror. Coii3tans, And tranquillity restored by 
means of a treaty of peace. This cessation 
of hostilities continued for the ispac^ of 
sixteen :yeiir$ ; * after which, Cadstaritius, the A. D, 356. 
reigning emperor, V^ng engaged in a wad 
with the Pen^us, the Frankjg joined tiieir 
forces to th^se of the Alemanui,. who/ Were 
then resident in the vicinity :of the Rhine, 
i^eai; S^utgajrd> and made a formidable attack 
Oft Qaul. . The eflfect of this tninad jMfo- 
bat^y.wQuld have, lieen the loss of the 
Gallic provinces,, had not.Constantius pru*^ 
dently taken Julian, the >nephew of C6n>- 
stantjue and one of bis ' generals^ as hb 
ussoeiate in the empire, and secured his 
fidelity by uniting him to his sister He*^ 
tena, in marriage. The first efforts of 
Julian to preserve Gaul from the ravages of- ^- 

the barbarians were unsuccessful ; he waii 
pressed , by them on all sides^ and the de- 
feat of Barbatio, a Rx>man ' general, who t ' A 
had advanced from. Italy, at the head of 
thirty thousand men^ to create a divereion^ 
in < his . favour, gave additional encourage-^ 
tnent to the hopes of the enemy. Thi» 
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tibtoiy WM feltowdd by iliiiMrGiw cttigft^e- 
nfMNits^ whidb tennfamfed witk varied nmt* 
ce98, till at length Julian^ hating coilceii^ 
tmted all his foraed iti the vidnity of 
SiftMborg, WM sarrouiided by the bar- 
barians under the conmiaiMi 6f ChMdiamar, 
hmderofthe Alemanni A dwperate bat^ 
ftleihm ensaed^ in whicK^vietdry uhiiiMMiy 
declared far the Romans : Chifodamar vra» 
taken prisoiMr and curried to Rome^ where 
he ended lira dayd> and Jalittti being re-* 
tnforc«d &y.Biirba(io, who htkd rallied his 
scattered troops^ penetrated into G>emiany. 
The campaign concluded by the reduction 
of the Alemanni and thei# allies, wh6 w^e 
compelled to give hostages tor their fti*" 
ture obedience^ and to rebuild the itoman 
fortresses on the Rhine. Haying thus 
delivered Gaul from the seourge of the 
eli«niy> a&d made ample proviidon f<^ its 
defence against the barberiaBs^ Jolien 
advanced into Holland, defeated ^e Salii> 
near the River Yssel, and then placed his 

A. D. 357. army in winter quarters at Paris. Hvese 
victories : Ivere the means of pettce being 
preserved in Gaul till, the joint reign tof 

A. D. 364. Valentinian and Veiexis^ when the AJe« 
luailni having 4n SKntie mdasmre recovered 
fix>in their defeat^ again took up arms and 
pMsed the Rhine. Tbeik* undiseiplined 
j^iv^es^ Jiewever^ were unable to <^ntend 



kolh ittHt Roslto luipotiB i they weM 4^ 
loated with fvmt sliiUgbter by^ J^ovteitt^ 
geiMnl x>f the cAndry, «fid ^VMl bitek 
into their native Ibrests, fdl^M fhtiy M^ 
mumd a§ usrinl cericealed from ttei ey4 of 
the Uito^iiui, antil tinie and lemMffe hiul tf^ 
tnrfited tkcir exhaurted mrics^ Tbdir next 
atttempt oh Gaul Was made ht the ej^frim^ A. D. 507. 
tiod* of 6onie yeais from this p^iiodi MiA 
with increased nbmbenS: bui they W«iM 
agfam vanqoiBhed, lind Valentinian^ th^ 
mme eifeetmlly to diitcaiii^age their audad* 
tfy pursued- them ifitd dwibbia^ and waM6d 
the eonniry with ifire ttbd l^werd:^ tiftet: 
which^ he repaired and improved the fbrti^ 
fintioQB by which the ftotitiel*s of Qltul 
were protected add the barbariiuis h^ld at 
fatty. Tfae# Franks at« ndi itt^tibded by 
name^ as ititerfetfing in this c6ntests between 
the Aletnanni and the RamMiSi but there 
is ve#y little doubt (hlit thfey f6)*med a 
cdnsidemlde part df the army 6f these bar- 
barians^ atid cotise«)umtly atteilded them * 
in their expedition. 

Fat the space of five years from this 
period^ the Rbmftfis t^ntifiued in iht^ uti- 
doturbed posses^cm df Gaul^ sm event 
ehiefly attribdthble to the itigetitiity df Vtt- 
Ifalitwiaai who beiuf informed th^t a di^- 
pdte bad ariaen bMwti^ tht^ Atemantii and 
BuigomUAm i^ktitb tt> d6m^ sah-pits Id 
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:^hioli each laid claiin^: aslfiiUy: fomented 

their dispulea, and by te^sigidg - them in 

dom^s^c [vrarfare^ diverted rtheir ^tibeatioii 

I from the Roman {Mrovioi^es. r < • 

A^D. 379. Ill therQignidf Gmtiao/tfae Franks ap« 

p^r to have; hbea ia alliance with the iiii* 

perial ;couf t> aiid when the emperov m^cli^ 

. . . \ from Gaul at the head of ah army to attai^k 

the Qoths^ who were besieging Constaii-i^ 

tippple, and the Sfii:(Mitans^ by < whom ^ 

the saiijie pctriodi^ Hj^kyi ^te ravaged; he! was 

assisted • by ^ Bauto and Arbogasjtes^ two 

geoer^^ls of the Franks/ who joined him 

with their followers in . the character of ^ 



allies. 
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;. On the; terminatton of the Gdthic War» 
Gratian agaip assumed the supreme comi^ 
oiand in Gaul, but his reign was of short 
duration. M aximu^^ to whom the goveraf 
meift of Britain had boen. intrusted^ re- 
l|ounped his i^lleg)|^(ice^ invaded Gaul^ and 
|u the neighbourltood of Paris gave battle 
to Gratiaq^ who was deserted by his sol- 
A. p. 38S.diers, and put todeath by the victor, toger 
ther with Mellobau^es, chief of the Franks 
and the intim|kte associate of the empmif; 
M aximus then assumed the ensigns of my-r 
a|ty, and marched towards Rome with the 
intention of dethroqing Yalentinian the .2d, 
nvho reigned in Italy as emperor of the 
west: but Thieodo^ii}s, the coUeagi|e of. 
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Vhlentkimi, ditappomted his amUtioim 

views^ by advancing from Constantinople 

>'lit the h^d of an ariYty/ and having united 

-his forces, to those of his colleague, gave 

ibattle.to Maximus. The hostile ainnies ' 

imJBt Aiear Aquileia^ and a furious contest 

,taok ^Uu!e^ which . terminated ja the death 

imd .defeat of tiie usurper^ and left Ya^ 

ientinian in the undist urbed .possession *of 

rihe throne. But the emperor did not long a. D. 392. 

:survive his triumph: at no very distant 

pieiriod he i«as assassinated by Arbogastes, 

the Frimk general, who had entered int6 

.hisiservice, and who then placed Eugeniusr, 

a^ rhetorician, on the throne. This unpro<- 

.Toked act of barbarity* induced Theodosius 

again to take up arms for the purpose of 

avenging the death: of his colleague, and 

iimqiigagement ensued, in which jthe usurpier 

cw^s slain, and. Arbcigastes perceiving: it iii 

.vain to expect that mercy at the har^s of 

the victor which.he had denied to his former 

sovereign, anticipated th^ intentions of- - 

^Theodosfus and put an : end to his own 

existence. .> , 

\ Towards the close of the fourth century, A. D. sos. 
the Chrktiaa faith became generally dif^ 
.fused; over Gaul and. Germany :. religious - 
houses ./ were erected in various parts of 
ihose countries, and- as . speedily tenanted 
by such of the natives as preferred a life 



^ jofttsB lecliiBioa to tiip tiirmotlB of kiter- 
•minafale war* 

A. D. 405. Uflrti) this pciriod^ the inlialritaiite of Gaul 
had hmn aftoted but sligfalty by <^e coiKh 
, motions id hAy: but thcQr now. exptriemmfl 
ft^rmd&ili^talaottfisoai the (^eihs, headed 
by AUtit,: ithe Germans, by Radag^atam^ 
^pd A nwititi^de of Vandahi drifren ksy 
f^Ukfh Abe RMmn ganeral out of l*m\^^ 
9vhjph tbisy jbad: racoiidy invadad. This 
|MSQinij(cii^^ia assemblage iof baFfaamaiiB 
fym^ -thtAr way into Gaal^ ravaged (tfap 
jmiih YmikfimL pait of it without meittyr, 
drnttPysA tto^paineifiid ^cities, ajBc} ioonma^iad 
ib& iQpyirfry into a desert; as hit as the 
JPyiM^Mt- Ih&y^ were hoiaeiirer attadeed 
wid di^SwM by )6he Emubs wdi imma^ 
(^ghtier;, aad. those of Ihie ¥aakdal^ wjho /M^ 
<^K|if9d ihe genenl caraage, took jNkfoge in 
lihe provinces of fipapbn. To add io tdbye 
loisfi^toines o£ the Ronaas^ GoBstaniina^ 
thim goKevBor in Britain^, renounced hfe 

A.1>. 408.idiIepMic}e^ assuiaed ifae .regal titJ^ in thait 
i^li^dj landed in fiaul, of which he took 
possession^ and after seizing a portion of 
th^ &pw)Pih ^liitiry^ established faisaeat of 
gpy^msnt j»t 4(1$^ on the Rhone. 

Qnm^ U> ^ pol^oal weafeaeaa of 
Hcmojaps^ empsoror of the weat^ who haid 
»mfm^ vdiffi^uMy in maintabiiig hiimalf 
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99 th9 4m<vi«» ithM Hfiitrpfiliim cmiilifitMd 

i^ wbpm 4ie fiomnMni Dtf tiiQKcttnaQ artnjr 
h|i4 b^^ :i|i4r»$(04i jaitAfiked Constaniino 
Al 4rA^> ^M/ ib»^g jTDitfed his 4DMpS, A. D. 414. 
cmm^ ^um 4q ibfi put to deoitb . This revo* 
hU•^)lrI>ff9lvd«d io tbe Fnuiksaiid Armpiici^ 
II npit^ of Celtic Gftul a. favoarable i^^ 
p^tiHipi^ of Mi^MiUig their indepeadenee^ 
ftfid tlMy Aooondingly estabtisked 4;h6m^A.D. 42^^ 
fi^jiires In t)m maritiiHie pi»mjic6s ^f Nm* 
iQ^mly aad Bretagne. About fifty yeam 
wbsequmtly ta itbk events Tast iMimiiers , 
of i(he Jkitan^ wbp wero deiven oat of 
gitglaoKJl b|r tjte Sai^QQS^ sealed in Atm 
di^tf M^Sj iNrhicb tfiea f ecjainred tke aame of 
^i^ny, There is ja tradttiim tbat the fii«t 
JMAff ^. the PiSMka wAb deeted at this 
fmoA* imA ti)0t <^ ^object of the natiieottl 
cboioewci^ Phiyraindnd^ wliosemanorabl^ 
esplaite ,are msfply detailed in the pages 
of imiMtfMe: but M km been aaeertaiMd 
tlWMl 4k^ FMokfl ^mai^ gOMeoied by Chiefy 
Of Pub^i (Ihu^sX till the iieign x>f Clovia^ 
apd this ekcumfitaaoe aflbrds sufficient 
ground io doubt i&te .acoimtcy of Ihe aS'- 
n^rtifiw, 

Tlie mne isnm ^Iso gai?e birth io ^he 
^ic lf$mB, Drhieh are aupfused to fauire 
liew lateodueed into Frauee by ith^ fialii^ 
atrilne t^ Fmidsis^ joriginaliy neaiding near 
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♦he, river Yssel> who at this trine crossed 
the Rhine and were the first bltinch of the 
nation^ which submitted to the restraint of 
civil ordinances after their establishment in 

.» 1 ^ . • France. Thesie laws w^re well adapted to 
the barbaifous age in which they were pro* 
Thulged> the fundamental principle of them, 
being that if a: Prank-, on his arriyaliri 
the country of an enemy, seized any par* 

.i : : • ticular portion of land,' it became his free* 
hold, and consequently hereditary and 
divisible at. will. There are some, how- 
ever, who dissent from this opinion, and 
insist that all lands 'taken in war, were 
d^ivided. by lot between the hostile chief 
and his followers, that they were thence 
called Salic lands, " Terra Salica/' and 
.that, . from a simitar custom timongst other 
barbarous nations, arose the expressions^ 
^^Sartes Burgundic€e/' and '^ VandaUca.'* 
But tlie. only real discrepance of opinion 
on this subject is confined to an immaterial 
. point, the original mode in which the land 
was allotted or obtained ; eac)i party coin- 
ciding in opinion as to the legal rights of 
the possessor over it, when acquired. 

A. D. 440. There is an imperfect account .extant of 
the rdgnlof Clodio, a king of the Franks, 
supposed ; to have lived at this time, ac- 
cording, to which he held his court near 
Bru«»els, and extended his dominions by 
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fQVce of arms/ as far as Cambray. He also . 
attacked that city/ but sustained a severe 
defeat from the Roman army^ 'which ad- 
vanced to its relief^ headed by ^tius^ the 
imperial commander. Tradition likewise A. D. 450. 
relates the particulars of a contest for the ^^^^^' 
throne^ alleged to have existed nearly at the 
same period, between the two sous of 
Clodio^ of whom Meroveus was the sue* 
cessful competitor: he wrested the crown 
from ttke hands of his brother, and became 
an ally of the Romans and founder of the 
MerovJrigian dynasty- These statements, 
however, ^ are unsupported by authority, and 
consequently too vague to warrant abso- 
lute belief, although it is not improbable, 
there may be some traces of reality in 
them. 

Within a few years, the influx of newA. D* 457. 
settlers, the commotions which they ex- 
cited,, and their opposition to the Rioman 
government, induced Marjorianu^ to enter 
Gaul a| the head of a large army, in or- 
der to compel the barbarians to recognise 
the imperial authority. On his ariival the 
several tribes hastened to profess their obe- 
.dience, and the emperor then led his forces 
into Spaiu, with the intention of passing 
into Africa, and commencing' hostiliti:es 
against the yanda,ls. 
. After the decease of Meroveus, his son 

N 
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Cbilderic succeeded to the throne. - and 
retained the uninterrupted possession erf* 
the dominions of his father during the space 
of twenty-five years. The principal event 
of any moment in his reign was the volun- 
tary secession of the consort of Basitius^ 
king of Thuringia^ from thje court of her 
lord^ the desertion of her legitimate off- 
springs and her adulterous intercoi;irse with 
the king of the Franks. From their union 
sprang Ctovis^ the renowned sovereign of 
the Franks^ and his sistws^ Lanthildis and 
Audefleda; the latter of whom afterwards 
became the queen of Theodoric, king of 
the Ostrogoths and Italy. 
A. D. 483. Clovis began his reign on the decease of 
C^w.jjjg father, extended his dominions in every 
quarter by force of arms^ and in the space 
of thirty years conquered part of Germany 
and the whole of modem France. The 
brilliant exploits of this monarch have 
immortalized his name, and the industry 
of those who, in subsequent ages, laboured 
in the field of etymology, in the expec- 
tation of a reward at the hands of royalty, 
discovered that Clovis is the contraction 
of Chlodovechus, and that the latter name 
signifies Ludovicus or Lewis. In the 
early part of his career, the king of the 
Franks signalized himself by repelling with 
success the attacks of Syagrius, the Roman 
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g€»€ral> who had been ordered to advance 
and check his progress, and the campaign 
terminated by the deatii of that oflScer 
and the total defeat of the imperial army. 
This impedt(nent in the path of victory 
removed, the five ensuing years^ vrere ac- 
tively employed by Clovis in the i^tiction 
of Soissons, a town famed for' its extensive^ 
manufactiH'e of shields and armour, and of 
Rheims, in the aneient cathedral of which 
the kings of France were, in after ages/ 
frequently orowned : in a successful expe- 
dition against the Thuringians and other 
neighbouring nations, in the course of 
which he extended his territories from the 
Seine to the Loire : and lastly in the eon- 
quest of the Alemanni, at that time the 
possessors of Switzerland. It is difficult 
to penetrate the obscurity in which the 
history of this period is enveloped, but it 
may be eolleeted that the subjugation of 
that ancient and powerful nation was not 
accomplished without considerable- ex- 
penditure of lives ; the Alemanni attacked 
the Franks with the fury of men actuated 
by despair, and td^c^ined to pay homage 
to their foe, until their strength became 
exhausted by repeated defeats, and the 
last of their kings had yielded up his life 
on the field of battle* Their country was 
then annexed to the dominions of Clovis> 

N 3 
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and they were governed for many years 
hy duces, or dukes^ appointed by him^ and 
subject to removal at his wilL 
A. D. 495. These scenes of bloodshed at length 
gave way to more serene and agreeable 
prospects ; the king of the Franks formed 
an alliance with Clotildis^ daughter of 
Chilperic^ duke of Burgundy^ and his mar- 
riage was speedily followed by his conver- 
sion to the Christian faiths an event ac- 
complished by the mild persuasion of his 
queen : he was baptized in the cathedral 
of Rheims^ his subjects hastened to imitate 
his example^ and the flatterers, of the age 
bestowed on him the title of *' Founder of 
the Franconian Church/' 

It is related of Clovis^ that in explaining 
to him the doctrines of the gospel^ his 
apiritual director read aloud the narrative 
of the crucifixion^ on which the king started 
from his seat^ and laying his hand on his 
sword^ exclaimed with the enthusiasm of a 
warrior, '' Would that 1 had been there 
with my Fi-anks to defend him!" The 
faith of the new convert, it may be readily 
imagined^ soon became visible in his 
works, and the petty states of France and 
Germanv which adhered to the tenets of 
Arius, were made sensible of the disad- 
' vantages of dissenting from the religious 
opinions of the king of the Franks. It 
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happened that Gundeucus of Burgundy 
bad lately dieii^ and his surtivin^ '■ sons^ 
Gundobald and Godesigil, were actively 
engaged in a contest for the succession^ a, D. 500. 
in which the fortune of war so far prevailed 
against the latter^ as to render it inipossi- 
ble for him to continue hostilities against 
bis brother without foreign aid. He there- 
fore solicited the alliance and support of 
Clovis^ who readily acceded to his request, 
as it afforded him a favourable opportunity 
of interfering in the affairs of burgundy 
and spreading the Christian faith in that 
country. The king of the Franks entered 
the territories of the contending princes 
with a numerous army, attacked and de- 
feated Gundobald in several battles, took 
possession of Lyons and others 6f the 
•principal towns, and reduced his opponent 
to such extremity/ that he was compelled 
to implore a suspension of hostilities^ and 
purchase the retreat of ' the Franks by 
promising to pay them annually a large 
subsidy. ^ . 

Ardour in the Christian cause also in- A. D. 507. 
duced Clovis to invade the territories of 
Alaric, king of the Wisigoth^, a faithful 
follower of Arius and consequently an 
object of religious hatred in the sight of 
- the Franks. Alaric assembled his people 
$u)d marched at the head of a considenirble 
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foree to attack his opponent : 4ie dtspu* 
tants met in tbe vitiftity of Poietiers^ and 
a furious battle eadu^/in Wbicll the Wis^i^ 
gotbie monarch feU by the hand of Glovia^ 
The victor then besieged tbe city of Bour* 
deaux^ "vvbicfa was compelled to 'Offender 
at discretion^ seized the provin(ie of Au<- 
\ergne, and' established a colcmy of Franks 
iu Aquitairi, His next project i¥as the 
conquest of Spain> and the scheme unques- 
tionably would have been attended . with 
success^ had not Theodoric king' of the 
Ostr^^otbs marched' out of Italy wifli a 
numerous army and arrested the progress 
of the Franks. At the time when the battle 
of Poictiers took place, the Ostrogoths 
were on their way to reinforce the troops 
of Alaric^ and bad their junction with the 
Wisigothsbeen effected previously to the 
engagement, the result, in all probability, 
would have been widely different ; but the 
impetuosity of thie latter hurried them pre- 
maturely into action, and was the prin- 
cipal cause of their defeat, Tbe Franks 
and Ostrogoths joined battle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aries on the Rhone, iuid after 
a bloody conflict, Clovis was compelled to 
yield to the superior force and desperate 
bravery of his Opponent, whom he left in 
possession bf the field. Theodoric pru- 
ideQtly availed himself of the opportunity 



^forded by tfecf defeat of the ^ujmS, to 
Fa^ore peace beti|<teeii the two nf^tions ; he 
pr4>pp^ed ta co^dn^e ^ ire%iy^of mntunl 
s^Uif^nqe with Qf^vis^ 9fiA 19 Qtder to evinotf 
the Bincerity of his overturoi^^ oSkre^ hU 
h^nd to the princess Audeflekla, His conr 
4itipBS were readily accepted by the dis? 
pirited Pranks^ the nuptials of the sister of 
Clovis were solemnized with the magnifi^ 
ceqce peculiar to the barbarous age&, and 
the friendship of the rival nations wn^s 
cemented by the double ties of political 
compact and family union. The enterr . 
prising genius of Clovis speedily reco-^ 
vared from the depression occasioned by 
his defeat; he collected such of his troops 
us had survived the battle^ reinforced his 
4rmy by »ew levies, and turning his arms 
towards the north-eastern countries, ra^ 
vaged FranqonLia, and peopled it witti his 
followers^ who gave their name to that dis- 
trict and to its capital, Frankfott on the 
Maine. By these and similar successes 
Clovis graduq.lly wrested the province of A. D. 510, 
Gaul from the grasp of the Roman emperor, 
who remained a silent spectator of his prd- 
, gress, and finding it in vain to oppose his 
victorious career by force of arms, rpsolved 
\p try the effects of conciliatory measures, 
The dignity of Roman Consul was tfaerer 
.fore ojOferec} to the king of the Franks, and 
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as wiUingly accepted by him^ .and he was 
solemnly invested with the insignia of the 
consular office^ (he mantle and the sword^ 
in the church of St. Martin at Tours; 
After a long and prosperous reign, Clovis 
A^ p. 511. died at Paris, leaving four sons, Theodoric, 
Chlodimir, Childebert, and Clotarius, to in- 
herit his dominions and pursue his plans 
of conquest: he also had a daughter, 
named Clotildis, who afterwards became 
the consort of Amalarick, king of the Wisi- 
gotlis and grandson of Theodoric, king of 
theOstrogoths and Italy. 

On the partition of the territories of^he 
deceased monarchy Theodoric selected for 
his inheritance the greater part of Belgica, 
prima and secunda, and his court was held 
iaitemately at Rheims and Metz : the resi^ 
dence of Chlodomir was at Orleans : that of 
Childebert at Paris, and Clotarius espoused 
Radegundis, daughter of Bertharius, a 
^huringian prince, >and took up his abode at 
. Soissons. The north-eastern parts of Prance 
were at that time distinguished by the title 
of Aqstrasia, and the western, as far as the 
Loire, by the appellation of Neustria. 
In order to prevent confusion in dates and 
iiames^ it is necessary to review separately 
the transactions of each of these monarchs 
from the death of Clovis, till the middle of 
the sixth century, when tlie whole kingdom 
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became subject to Clplarius, in conse* 
queiice of the decease of his brothers and 
their descendants. 

Immediately on the accession of Theo- A^^* *i^- 
doric to his portion of the realm^ a body of 
Danes sailed up the River Maes in quest 
of plunder^ and laid the adjacent country 
\¥aste : but they were attacked by Theo- 
doric^ and driven back to their shijis with 
great loss^ and this salutary lesson seems to 
have prevented them for many years from 
making descents on the coast of France, 
The king next directed his attention to the 
conquest of, Thuringia, then under the 
government of Hermanfrid, and sent his 
son Theodobert^ or Theudebert, at the 
head of an army, to invade it. The youth- 
ful prince executed his commission with 
zeal and fidelity, deposed Hermanfrid, who 
was unable to offer any effectual resistance 
to the Franks, and annexed his dominions 
to those of his royal father. On the death A. D. 534. 
of Theodoric, the people unanimously 
elected Theodobert to be his successor, and Tlieodoberf. 
according to the imperfect records of the 
times, he rendered himself by his military 
exploits, worthy of the names of warrior 
and king. This period of history is marked 
also by the deposition of Sigismund of Bur- 
gundy, and the conquest of that country 
and its incorporation with the possessions 



of (be Franks: events iivUicli proceeded' 
from the following cause* The &mily of 
Sigismund was composed of a son ft^d 
dauglitef; Sigeric, the fQrmei*, resided at 
the court pf his father^ aod Suavigotji^i^ t^^ 
latter^ became the consort of Theodorio; 
Sj^eric was uqjustly aecu(sed by his step- 
rnatber of conspiring to dethrone bis parent, 
and condemned to suffer death, a^d the 
i^entence was carried into immediate e^^ 
Qution. The Franks, of coursej, resented 
this act of cruelty tawajrds the brother of 
their qqeen^ and invaded the territories of 
Sigismund^ whom they deposed^ and after 
permitting Godomar^ the ne:i^t in success 
siouj to occupy the throne for a few years^ 

A. D. 535. united his territories to their own. 

A. D. 537. Nearly at the game period > it happen^ 
that Justinian^ the Roman emperor^ w^ 
at war with Yitiges^ leader of the Ostron 
goths, and having despatched Belisaraus( 
into Italy with a numerous army, he invited 
the Franks to make an incursion into tbfit 
country, with the view of distracting the 
attention of the enemy by placing thenci 
between two hostile di visions. Thepdobert 
immediately obeyed the i^ummonsf^ ai^ 
leading his troops across the Alps, ravage^ 
the fertile plains of Lombardy with fire and 
sword. But the heated climate of Italyi 
jiud an inordinate indulgenpe in sensuality 
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«nd iiltoicicQtiou subdued *the cdnstitutionb 
of the bafdy Franks : a violeut dysentery 
broke but in thdr campi which hurried 
imiitiludes to the g^rave^ and Theodobert; 
reluctandy compeUed to retrace his liteps^ 
withdrew (he shattered remains of his arihy 
from the grasp of death. 

Some years after this event, the king of A. D, 54». 
the Franks was again invited by Justinian 
to take part in the war^ whidi continiied 
to rage between the Romans and Totilas, 
the Ostrogoth, who had assumed the com- 
knand of the nation after the decease of 
Yitiges. Theodobert accordingly made a 
another incursion into Italy and cfiptured 
several of the frontier towns, his followers 
pursuing their former system and carrying 
destruction wherever they marched. At 
•length the Ostrogothic general, by dint of 
urgent entreaty, or probably the applica- 
tion of more solid argument, in the form of 
a liberal donation, succeeded in purchasing 
their retreat, and the Franks tardily re- 
tired over the Alps. It is evident th$^t 
. the minds of the contending parties be- 
Clime impressed with an equal horror of 
Frank alliance or enmity, for the aid of 
Theodobert was mot again solicited by - ei- 
ther of them, although the war continued 
with unremitting violence for, some years 
iu the western empire. The Frank^^ 
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however^ bad imbibed a taste for the luxury 
A» Dp 553. 4nd wealth of Italy^ which could.be satiated 
only by enjoyment: a numerous body of 
the subjects of Theodobert^ under his com- 
mftnd^ or that of Bucelinus^ duke of the 
Alemanni^ his general^ traverised the plains 
of Lombardy, and advanced towards the 
south as far as the province of Calabria. 
Narses, who succeeded Belisarius as gene*- 
ral of the imperial troops, found it imi- 
practicable to stem the torrent, and there«- 
fore deemed it advisable to permit the 
Franks to load themselves with spoil, and 
waylay them on their return, when fa- 
tigued, incumbered with booty and uni- 
prepared for-resistance. The scheme fully 
answered the expectations of the Roman 
commander; the enemy were suddenly 
attacked near Capua, during their disor*- 
derly march towards hon[ie, their leader 
Bucelinus fell in the action^ and those who 
survived the battle, owed their safety to the 
rapidity of their flight. This disaster was 
, followed by the death of Theodobert, who 
ThffMlofi0l4\e(t his kingdom to his son and successor, 
Theodobald, but the latter enjoyed his 
patrimony for two years only, at the terrai- 
ArPf 554. nation of which period he died without 
issue, and his dominions were ocicupied by 
his uncle, Clotarius. Theodobert was 
jtijtrried to Visig^rd, . daughter of Waccho, 
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king bf the Lombards^ and Waldmda/drto* 
ther daughter of the same monarchy was 
betrothed to Theodobald, but the death of 
the latter prevented the consummation of 
the marriage^ and ^he afterwards became 
the consort of Garibaldi duke of Bavaria. 

Chlodomir^ the second son of Clovi^^ \. D. 51 L 
appears to have confined his attention prin- ^^^^^^* 
cipally to the internal regulation of his 
own dominions, nor is he found engaged . 
in war, except as an auxiliary in the de- 
position of Sigismund of Burgundy, or 
when provoked to hostility by acts of ag- 
gression on the part of the neighbouring 
states. 

On the death of Chlodomir, without A. D. 53PI. 
issue, Guntheuga, his widow, married Glo- 
tarius, and the latter took possession of 
his brother's domains. 

Of Childebert, the third son of Clovis,^. p^.ail. 
but slight notice is taken in history : it is Chiide6ert. 
ascertained, however, that he was of a 
warlike disposition, and enabled, by his A. D. 545. 
political strength, to dictate laws to cotem- 
porary princes. He placed Thrassilo on 
the throne of Bavaria, after the decease 
of Garibald, assisted Clotarius in the con- 
quest of Gascony, and afterwards accom- 
panied him in an expedition into Spain, in a. D. 749. 
the course of which the confederate princes 
penetrated as far as Saragossa. 
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A.D. 5S8. Childebert died without issue^ and the 
goveroment of all the dominions of Ciovis 
Cib/artti#. devolved on his son^ Clotarius^ sole king 
of the Franks. 

A. D. 561. On the death of this monarchy his do- 
mains were divided amongst his four sons^ 
whom he had by Radegundis^ daughter of 
Bertbarius of Thuringia^ namely^ Glaribert^* 
who became king of Paris and the adjacent 
country; Guntram^ of Orleans; Chilperic, 
of Soissons^ and Sigebert^ of Austrasia*. 

A. D. 561. The reign of Claribert was unattended 
Claribert. by any important event : he retained pos- 
session of the districts allotted to him by 
his father^ and died at the expiration of 

A. D. sn. eleven years from the date of his accession : 
leaving an only daughter^ Bertha^ who 
married Ethelbert, king of Kent^ and con- 
verted him to Christianity. 

A. D. 501. Guntram^ the second son^ ruled over his 
Gutttram. portion of the paternal inheritance for the 
, q)ace of thirty-two years, without inter* 
ruptipn, except on those occasions when 
he was required to interfere as mediator 
between the children of his brothers, Sige? 
bert and Chilperic, during their domestic 
dissentions, which presently will be de- 
tailed. It is not known whether Guntram 

A. D. £93. was married, but it is certain that he died 
without leaving any immediate heir to his 
dominions. 
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Sigebert, the fourth «on iDf Olotarftis, j^. d. 561. 
Vras attacked soon aftef his accession by Sigebert 
several wandering tribes of the Abari^ ^ChOperk. 
nation of HunnSc extractibn^ which es- 
tablished itself in Lower Hungary to- 
wards the close of the second century, and 
was compelled to purchase their retreat 
by the payment of a considerable sum of 
money. The remainder of his reign was 
occupied in a bloody war with his brothet 
Chilperic, and the adventures of these un* 
fortunate monarchs are so intimately con- 
nected, that they cannot be related with 
convenience under separate heads. Sige- 
bert had espoused Brunehild, daughter of 
Athanagild, king of the Wrsigoths, by 
wrhom he had i&^de a daughter, Clodo- 
suinfha, and a son named :Childebert. 
"Chilperic was married at three several 
periods to as many wives : first, to Audo- 
vera, by whom he had three sons, Theodo- 
bert, Merpveus, and Clovis; secondly, to 
Oailesuinth, atiother daughter of Athana- 
gild and sifeter of Brunehild, by whom he 
had a daughter, named fngundis, (after^ 
wards consort of Hermanegild, ^n of Leo- 
vigild, king of the Wisigoths, and, on his 
ttecease, of Heccaredus, his brother) ; and 
lastly, to Flredegundis, by whom he had a 
son, named Clotarius. During the life- 
time of his second queen, Chilperic became A. D. sn. 
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. . eoamoured of Fredegundis^ and his ptoion 
so far carried him beyond the bounds of 
reason and fauraanity^ that he caused 
Gailesuinth to be put to deatli^ and ele- 
vated her rival to the throne. This bar- 
barous action induced Sigebert to take up 
arms against his brother^ and a destructive 
war ensued^ in the course of which the 
murderer and his guilty consort were driven 
from their country^ and became exiles in a 
foreign land. 

At no very distant interval of time, how- 
A. D. ii75. ever, Sigebert was assassinated, and in all 
probability, by the directions of his unna- 
tural brother: Brunehild, his widow, fled 
for protection to Meroveus, son of Chil- 
peric> whom she afterwards married, and 
Childebert, the son of Sigebert, was pro- 
tected by Gundobald, a chief who had ap- 
peared in arms during these disturbances, 
and possessed himself of a considerable part 
of France. No sooner was Chilperic re- 
established in his dominions than he en- 
deavoured to obtain possession of the per- 
son of his nephew, by making offers of 
reconciliation to him, but the laUer was too 
cautious to repose confidence in the protest- 
ations of his uncle, and placed himself under 
the care of his relative, Guntram, king of 
Orleans. Whilst the attention of Chilperic 
was attracted towards the territories of 
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clearing the ^ay of heir own soii> CI6tatria&>> 
who; for the pui*pose of avoiding confusion 
in tiameSj shall be distinguishecl by tfietitl^ 
of Olotarius ihe 8d, to the throne ibf her 
husband. With this view, she -caused- 
Meroveus, Hieodobert^ and Clovis^ the sons ^ * • - -^ 
of Chilperic by His first wife, Audov^ra, td^ 
be successively put lo death, and tngundi^> 
his daughter by Gailesuinth, would pro^ 
bably have diared the fate of her unhappy 
parent^ had she not quitted the palace of 
her fflither previously t^ this triple murdei^' 
and become the consoi't of Hermanegild, 
the Wisigothc It is not agreed vi faethei^ 
Ingundis was the daughter of Chilperic knd 
Gailesuinth, or of Sigebert and Briinehild, 
nor is the inq^uiry impoi'tant, but the for^ 
mer inference is unquestionably the mord 
correct. If the princess had been thfe 
daughter of Sigebert, she could not hav^ 
had any pretension to the throne of Chil^ 
peri<i, nor would tier death, in that point of 
view, have promoted the plans of Friede''* 
l^ndis. It may be said, indeed^ and it 
was the fact, that women were excluded at 
tbat time, by the laws of>the Franks, frontt 
the government of the people, and yet 
Ingundis might have become the consort 
of sooie neighbouring potentate who would • 

. r . . ^ . >. . .' O 
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1hit4 lfM4 cUini to l^e 4l^mM oaithe 49^ 
i^M« of ^e 199I9 bra0€|i98 of her fcniilr 

Th^ only fffQialqing lobated^le to ihe, «c- 
«mW9n ^ Cjotarius vas Cbilpoiie^ but 
«^^ WP^difQent w^ip spoedUir rfemoyal by 
Us aaaassioatioD^ aftoT which his son aa* 

A. D« 584. Q«n4e4 thi? v^p9o4 thrpof^, At fifrt v^ 
lit nwy te copa«d^red unjust to kiy this 
crime at i|i^ |e^t of Fredegohdis^ as it seQiDt 
ii9fif obflble in the extreme, thai; die shoidd 
oflSbr her }vji9baad aa a saisitfice to Ibe 
Mibitiw of h^r diild ; on the other hand, 
i^ 19 ir^rtby of remark/ that the heart of 
OhUiienc, hpwever hardened in iniquUy, 
^pld pot bp insensible to the massacre of 
^ paring, npr could he fiwi to anticipate, 
11^ thftir d^tructipn, the pvospeefc of his 
ofvjji. These idQP9, and periiafie tibke casual 
g^ipr^sfij^n of Ihem, tended to convince his: 
uifaiaoi)9 qi^en that her life was hald 
by the uopertain tenure of an irntiptod 
i9icHi»rph's viU, and inducia^ her to adopt 
^e Qply mc^asmre which could sare her fron 
a pif ipailui^ and ignominious death. On 
ibe ^eaue of Chilperic, Childehtf t chdmail: 
f04 ^^^ined possession of th^ territorier 
forpp^rly b«ld by Sigebeit, hii^ fathisr, and 
9t thfs HQslDnce of bis relali?e> fiuntram, 
Wf^^m^H permuted Clotarjus to r^ga 

A.D. 570. «^r9F tbSf 4$^inwn3 b^ had lo^cenfly ac^ 
quired. His warlike . spirit^ however^ did 



mtt i^Ufm Idm tp remtm a quuot wp0eh 
tot(»r of 4lie aifaira of other nations i: in At 
^spaea cf eigbi y^ars he mardied into Italy 
ttid MMfe a fopiiiidftblQ though imsuGcess&il 
attaiefc on the Loiabaidfl^ waged a destnio- 
itive war with tlm iGbtarai, a Geffmao »atioii 
4heQ situated between the Rhiae aind the 
JElbe, defeated Gundobald^ who had do- 
.clared himself ^independent during thi9 catiI 
wara^ and put him to death. : '^ 

On the dembe of Childehert^ bis tvro noxm, A. D. b9o. 
Theodobert and Theodoiic^ parliticmed bis 
.domiaioas between them, vwhkb conpiated 
U may be preamaed/ of tboae QriginaUy 
enjoyed by Sigebert, his father^ and tb^ 
greater portion o£ the territoxtes of Cte.ri- 
4a«ri and Guntram, hiB deceased nnded. 
Had Theodabect a»d Theodoric imprpured 

hf the sad: example of their ancestomu tibey 
might ha^e feigned long and happily ; but 
Ambition kindled the flame of diseord 
in their breasts^ and they. madly engaged 
in a fnricms mar, whidb ended. in the death 
<>f Theodobeft. Theodoric did not iQUgA. D. aio. 
enrviire his Urather, and at his deoee^? 
divided hia kingdom amongst his fQar 
eoBs^. fiigebert^ Childebert^ Corbus^ andA^D. eii* 
Jderoveus. These princes commenced their 
joint reign by making war upon ClotarinSt 
a plan adopted without reflection aod at* 
tended by dkgrace^ for in the residt they , 

o3 
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were defeated by their opponent^ ^ha c6n^ 

4rived in the space of a few years effec** 

tually to disperse them by e^ile or deaths 

and in order to obliterate all traces of 

their family/ ordered queen Brunehild; 

who had till then survived the troubles of 

the timesj to be also mui^ered. After the 

perpetration of this extensive roassacrd, 

Clotarius became sole king of the Franks^ 

A.D. 628. and at his decease^ bequeathed his domi- 

' ' tiionn to Dagobert and Charibert his sons^ 

"who reigned together until the death of 

the latter, on which Dagobert associated 

Sigebert bis son with him in the gdvern- 

ment of the kingdom* 

At this period several tribes of Slavic 
better known by the appellation of Scla- 
voiiianfii, invaded France, and being supe- 
rior in numbers, if not in the art of war, 
took tip their abode on the eastern fron- 
tier. It will be remembered that the Bul^ 
garians, a race of Hunnic extraction, begaii 
to occupy the country which bears their 
. name, in the reigh of the. emperor Justi- 
nian, and the Sclavonians, a iiumerous 
race descended from the same source, ac- 

' cbmpanied them in their expedition and 
spread themselves, by degrees, over Bosnia, 
Servia, Wallachia, and Croatia. History 
has recorded the names of two x>f their 

" most eminent leaders, Zecchiis ahd Leo- 



213: 

chus; tbe ioriner of whom fe said to feajr* 
founded the kingdom of Bohemia, and Hm 
latter that of Poland^ whilst other cfaiefe^ 
equally warlike but less powerful^ were 
contented to reside under the nominal 
goveranOent of the kings^ of the Franks^ 
jiear the banks of the Rhine. 

MentioQ is alsQ made of a violent per*- 
:9ecution by Dagdbert of the Jews, who :. ,: . 
began at this time to establish them*- 
selves in France, and whose wealth and 
rreligion rendered them for many centuries, 
and e^cially in the earjy ages, objects 
/equally of hatred and oppression. This 
a^sjertioi) is founded on the admitted fact, 
that in the first crusade to the Holy Land> 
vast numbei's of the Hebrew race were 
fouad in the neighbourhood of the Rhine, 
and plunderad and (massacred by the pil- 
grims on their route to Palestine. On 
^e decease of Dagobert, his son Sigebert A D, iS9i» 
continued to administer the affitirs of state 
without interruption for the spaqe of sever 
ral y^ars, but at his death, Clovis the se-A. D. 6W), 
cond, another son of Pagobert, ascended 
:the throne, to the exclusion of Dagobert 
theseicoiidj son of.Sigebert, and the young 
.prince sought shelter from his uncle a- 
m^ngst the kings or chiefs of Ireland. Six a, D, 660, 
years after this event, Clovis the secondy 
jdied leaving his ki^^gdorp to his thi^ee soii|s. 
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dirib: tke foraber died aibbcit fboirtMit 
yeais after hid tebessiom : his Inrotb^r CItlU 
derick did not toiig survive bim; and 1%m»^ 
doirie reigned al4me. 

Of^ ]tecel|>t of this iiiteliig^c^, Dnigsobert 
the second^ returned from lrelfafid> Md took 
posBdssibn of Austrasia : tout be ^as Op- 

A. D. 678. poised by Tlf^odork, and After a cdiitest 
of some duratroHy defeated wiA ^in. Ok 
Hie deaj& of Dagobert^ Pepitt of HemtM; 
Mtm6 de Palais; or supeirmteiident of the 
rbiyat household^ caui^ faimsetf to bid ^o- 
ekined, king of Au9Crai^ia> dkiA repulsed 
Theddbric^ by whpni he v^a» disked; 
The reitodkider of tib« reigto ^f i&at Ufi^ 
was pMsed In tranqttillity t he died at the 

A. D. 09i.diitaLnce of thirteen years from tiM peidodl 
ih que^tion^ and his dcm^ Ctotis the third>4i^ 
lebhded thethrone. On tii« dec^astserof Clotriss, 

j^Dv69t^.he vtBJs succeeded by Ui brother Cftihlfe^ 
h€tt tye ihitd, md the laitiir iM>mi>di by 
Im so^ DagobeYt l^id third. 

At this tim^^ the mhabitantfirof G«imoii^^ 
who had probably beeomo ihd^eitetent 
imHi^ did citil wi^, were sttb^ed^ % «66 
Fftttiks, afid theit <iduhti-y becaiMe^ 6^tlif^ 
poaetit part of the Prenfclk domiuiotai^. T^ 
t^rd^ ttte ttorth, Pepin attiacked and Sttfti- 
dyed^e l^risiatis^ eltetided Ki§ t«»riattlfe 
beyotid tJtrecBi and i^tifi^ it it^t^ ^ 
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-f1»%&mh»wm ^HmMMitd wins T^Ofeifldi, 
ft FHii^ {>rftld«s^. Tbe siipi^lSAt^ bf die 

Phitfk tii^ pi«jiweed k henmtm «i^t 

iifler \be eoiiteriikHi of Cl6vidi begfaji i^ 
fmutttle idto dw&bui titid th^ biifh6tirtc 
Of WiM^bUi^; flie heathefii ItfbilbHteftts 
at the former of fhesie pj^tfrthi^ dbjtfrcJd 
the; wbr^ip of Odhi, gtid 6( HftLt, aild Adfe 
of iQi6 latter cea^ fo ddore iheir tfttagi-, ' '^ f- 
fiarj {irbteciCress, Diana, or the Mckiii. In a. 0. 714^ 
k ifew years aftei* Aese transedtions, (virittt- *^ ''**• 
odld was kHIetl, probably in sotii^ dl^ptiie 
■mill ih^ Pl^isians : Dagobert the third ako 
dieU aboiit the same period, aiid W&s fol- 
lott'ed by Pepin, wUb left thire^ sons Mir- 
tiding; (Dirogo; by Weetrriefi^ m first 
ttiii^tt, kaii Chiiries lifiiH«i, dr fh& mJtA^ A 

mki, flras suiiHima) Fr^ih t&6 vk>hiht!^ (>f 
m Bb^s in battle, i&nd Cbild<ibhki»d> By 
hi^36cohfl^if(i, Aljjaiii.) Tbe.d«ttl!i!s df t^je 
0iiree prh^c^^ ocfctefditM cbiisidc^lile di«- 
torteinb6 Hi the states df FrUtM^ : at length, 
biiAel, the soil of tSilIderid, idHtd the 
btov^ ib th6 eiclusbn b^ Tfaeodorie;, the 
Ihftmi sott of Dkgbberf, Atid exchanged his 
Aatne f^inr that of Chilji^rit:. Immedfait«$Iy 
6d liifS adcessioil, tbe new king detenDtnM 
fo tinitc ihtt whole of the rissAm info one 



the poly/ p^[>pi|eQts whom he had anoi^- 
son to dreadj he .entered into, a treatjr q( 
alliance with Eudes^ duke of Aquitaiu^ tlie 
.Ii)p8t poweiiiil chieftain in hb day^: ap4 
Ijhe confederates turned their: arms^ an the 
. first instanoe^ against Charl^ ]M[artel. . Bi|t 
the expedition entirely foiled r the inm- 
; cible courage of the Jiero^ and the ^Bpur^^f 
his powerful arm^ inspired his owa troops 
. with enthusiasm^ and filled the enemy whh 
A. D. 730.. dismay. Chilpenc and his ally were com- 
^ /r ' * polled to sue for peace^ und on the dec^use 
.eri.^ .of the former, Charles Martel placecj^jQls- 
. tariuSy son of Dagobert the second/ of^^^ 
, throne. Whilst, however, this celebrated 
warrior contented himself nominally witjb 
.the second rank in the nation, he became, 
by his ejLploits and authority, the actual 
A. D. 730^ sovereign of France. The internal regu- 
lations of the state were amended and jm- 
proved 4 its limits were extended b^ypod 
the adjacent provinces of Bavaria and Sas^- 
pny> which submitted to his arms; .^^ 
Roman PontiflT did not disdain to suppif- 
. cate his aid against the barbarous tribes 
. of Lombards, by which the Papal dp- 
. minions were ravaged: the Saracen ar* 
mies which had advanced from Spain into 
France, were defeated before the walls of 
..ThoulpMSie, and ^Izeraagh^ tlveir .leader. 



A^y^yheae9^ Ibe sifvoid^of Uiev^n of 

^P^m. .At the distaace of eleven ceo- 

:.turies^ Hs^ axshievement^ , of the geneiral of 

.the Franks are little known and less^ppre- 

elated^ but common justice demands the 

observation that had he not arrested the 

progress of the infidel myriads^ by which 

Asia, Africa^ and Spain were overwhelm^eKf, 

the religious edifices of Europe might have 

resounded with the lessons of the Koran 

• ■ ■ • 

instead of those of the Gospel. . ^ . • A. 

The province of Languedoc was in the 
^hands of the Saracens^ and governed by 
JVfanuse^ the Moor : Eude^, duke of Aqub- 
. tain^ trembling for the safety of his here- 
ditary dominions^ solicited the alliance of 
Manuse^ and purchased his friendship by 
delivering his daughter to ihe arms of the 
infidel. The confederates united their 
forces and penetrated into Spain^, but were 
.defeated by Abdelzamin> t|ie successor of 
. Elzemagh^ lyho killed Manure in tl^e field 
of battle^ and subsequently advanced with 
his Saracens as far ^s the vvails of Tours. 
Jn thk criticaJi statp of things^ and when 
consternation wfis ^t its height^ Charjc^s 
M^rtel appeared at the head of his Franks 
as the champion of the Christian cause; 
the. hostile armies; rushed with n[lutua^. : . [ . »• 
ardour to ih^ fights aqid a tremendous cpn- A. D. 7ss. 
flict ensued^ which continued .tbroughot|t 






defttb df AbdelztfWte, Aiid the destf iida<Mi 
of UK f<ill«)«rerti of ItMftf tUtii. I^e Sank- 
«Sfl» tontidued la bctinpy Spfdn tin^ iite 
Midi^ of the foorteelitk cefiiury, but thtir 
ttatiotttti sft^if^h Krair Veakerieil by fl^r 
(Aoinestic disseaiions, ftmd Frattce, by flie 
hftppy tehniiiiyiion df fhe wAr, iiras pife- 
^i^ei^ frdni the Amgtr of toy futttrb Al- 

A.D. 741. Charles llAcrfef had married Siitieifild^ 
Aiu^htfe^ 6f 'I^hebddbei^, dtAe of Bilvaria^ 
ahd lit his deceaser, Bis empi ref wa^ P^^* 
' "Itehed bJetween His fliree soti«, Carolo- 
mUtin-Ui!;^ Pephi^ l^rid Qrifor his daughter 
ChiHrud having married Odilo, duke 6f 
BaYariai. Carolonfiannils and Pepin l;otn- 
Tiieaccfd thdr career by the itnpi^li^otMietjt 
of their brother Qtitd, bri ithich Qtieen 
8uneh^> ii(ppf tensive of a sitnHaf ttiit, 
relit^ into a conrent. TTlie brotiidrs direh 
i>hteed GhiWeric thfcf M, Soil of ChrlJierJc 
ih^ id, on the throne/ and occupied Ifie s& 
fbllbWifr^ yeftrs ifa dctiVe add i^trecissjslhl 
dltnpaigns ik^^st tlie duke!^ of fifktaHlt, 
Sii^bia^ arid Aquitah)^ ^hdrtt fhey com- 
pelled to submit to thfeit- atithoHty, arid prb- 
mise obediente. Id the ihidst of ^/kioty, 

A. D. 747ic;arolbmannus rfetifed into a m6tlast^y, 6h 
which Griftt uiA9 liberated by Pfepin, Atid 
the first use he mad^ of his freedom w&S fib 
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iafB5yhi^^ an* lUt^ of lite Sm^ym tt^ittk 

hk A^lkVi»hTi t h^ 6eh»xtikh^^efet did dot 

MMSdeed < <hd IfiVJld^rs ir«^«f defbatied^ MiA 

Qiltj €iPkp^\l6A to* i^^dWtodgcf bis OfS^yefe 

At tike ftet bf hill indi^tit birotlMr. Tke 

^4i)VMAti» #0 the eroWti otf l^^atKce were tio# 

ft»w ill itombfer^ Ihid pbwerless : ihn dppOt<- 

timjty %iis ^^dtiMBible td the atilbitloM 

ti«#g o^ tk^ lirariior : Ohild^k^ the Sd ifds 

de;M3sled Ittid retired vfith his ^ Theodtfife, 

ia order to eseape a more seWe fkte; hii6 

* doistlhr : the Merc vhigia^ti dynk^y ceao^ 

M exist.affidf the cro^n of Franee Uras firmly A. D. 747. 

.|)ltte^ oh ihe head of Pep^n; 

The reigAf of ttiisr monarch w^ Abc6m^ 
ptfnlfed by seve^l reiAarkable ehari^^ in 
the ttittuneris &64 ctistomsr tff the Frankii. 
TMl his titte it wai^ the practice to eterate 
ih/e kttig i!ipo« a sfhield, and exhibit Mm t6 
%he j[)£idple at his election, anid the ^ove^ 
i^gti usimliy hott a lante instead of a 
i^eptre ; biM! in this f^ign, iiialugUration b;^ 
the b&nds of the clergn^ was ititrbdilc^^ and 
Ihfe futurehitigs of tlie Franks we#e* anointed 
tHth oil atid crowtted^ a^ preliminary M6a^ 
ikureil to their accession . 
■ In tfte tiMes of the earlier mdnrarctef^ 
lafids irhieh became thd propei^^ of fh^ 
HBotferiigtt By seSiure 6t aHiotmetift, i*erfe 
tiMoily besffo#ed on |)a!j^ctil^r chidl^^ utl^ 
^er 6ttfe' 01* d<fh*r\ of thfe d6ttominai»Wi 
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JB^Mfiem qt T^tru Saliea: the fora^Dr 
signified a domain granted to (he subject 
for life^ or during pleasure pnly^ from 
whence may be Reduced the modern tern) 
Bwefice: the latter wa^ land Qriginally 
allotted to the king and held by the grantee^ 
under an obligation to attend him in his 
wars, but it did not descend to the heir. 
This distribution of property is said to have^ 
.derived it^ origin from Clovis> who adopted 
the plan of requiting the services of bis 
followers by the more substantial dmiation 
of lands and houses, in lieu of horses and 
armour, which had been^ until h}s reigq, 
the customary rewards of valour. 

In order to gain the affectiomi of ^e 
people^ Pepin declared all the crown grants 
to be irrevocable, subject only to the peir^ 
formance of suit and service to thesove- 
jeign. The nobles, thus possessed of lands 
jin perpetuity, doled tl^em out to their ipr 
feriors on similar terms, find laid the foun* 
dation of the feudal system*. That tl)i|} 
assertion is cprrept, may be inferred from 
t|ie circumstance that vassalage cannpt \^ 
traced to any period antecedent to the 
time of pepin. In tl^e cocirse of succeed- 
ing reigns, when the afiaus of the sta|^ 
.^ere administered by the feeble hands of a 
minoT^ Of when the attention of the sove- 
reign was districted J)y civil commotion^ 



the occupiers 6f ihe royd demesnes H^ 
tained possession of them without perform^ 
mg the conditions! of the original gratitj 
and tran^itted them to their heirs in the 
male line without interruption from the 
king^ so that these tenures ultimlately be^ 
came absolute and hereditary. The forni 
6f governmeni in the time of Clovis was of 
a mixed descriptioUi-for although the king 
was supreme> he promised^ on his acces- 
sion^ to respect the rights of the people> 
and his acts were subject to the control of 
a general assembly of the nation^ denomi* 
tiated the Campus Martins^ or field of 
March^ and held annually in that montfav 
Pepini however^ altered the time of nieet^ 
iug from March to the month of Mayj and 
he had also a standing council of chieis) 
known by the names of Leudes- and Aft- 
irustions, that is^ faithful and in their 
Lord's confidence, whom he consulted on 
state affairs during the intervals betweent 
the annual assemblies in the field or caimp 
of March. 

The principal nobles were the dukes of 
Bavariay Aquitaiti^ Swabia^ and Thuringia^ 
and the strength of the kingdom. consisted 
in the Austrasian Franksi by far the niost 
intrepid bf the nation^ and the infantry^ 
^sailed Salii> who probably were levied in 
the vicinity of the river Yssel. 



^ In referenee ia the chief wm amongA 
the. Fmnks^ it mny be as well to enuniMiitfir 
the offieers of the court and their peeulitr 
titles and duties* Fksl, in fKWii of taskj^ 
were tkm Maifes de Balak, or &iperia*< 
tendeiits of the palace^ a class of penona 
known also by the synonymous appeUa^ 
tftona of Major Doiuds and Senesdial^ i^nd 
ill En^and by the name of High Slewacd; 
They were originally appointed to govern 
|te household during the nonage of llua 
>eigning monarchy and in after times, by a 
duiful Use ot the authority with which Uiey 
pevsi invested^ they ultimately converted 
ail eleetive into a hereditary office. (When 
Dagobert the third was m his minorpty, 
V^in was his Maine de Palais : he had Qfie 
|laughter> Bcj^a^ who became the wife oi 
Ansegi»l^ son of Amu^^ :Pepin> brother> 
aind the isslue of their fnarriage was Pepin 
of Herstall. ) It was also among«[t the duties 
of the Maire de Palais to receive the rents 
<^ his sovereign^ and settle the disputes of 
the household: he was, in fact> deputy 
judge of the royal demesnes, ftnd in process 
4^ time, became chief judge of the whole 
kingdom. 

Next to the Maire de Palais was the 
Qupbearer or Butler, and as all barbfu*ous 
4(iations were mudi addicted to banquetH 



BjoA caffoiiaals^ it was deeiMd a post 6f^ 
great booour* The third office was tha( 
of Gbanih«*laiQ^ whose duAy it was to 
supmimiend the locking i;^ of the household 
^eofei iof the kiag^ aad when the erowa 
rents wene paid in coin^ he became t»a«. 
surer oi the kuig's finances. The fourth 
officer was the Conies Stabuli or Constable, 
who had the care of the king's hoises, and 
iffaon cavalry. came into use^ he coaducted 
the king^s troops^ dbtained jurisdicdon to: 
d^de disputes 9,risiiig in the fields and 
perforined other acts of a military nature. 
The Marshal or Smithy better known by the- 
title of Mareschal^ was probably Deputy^. 
GoDstal^le. Die fifth officer was the king's 
Seer^ary^ and as the. clergy alone coald 
write lo those days^ he was of necessity an. 
QQclesiastiGk* When signatures were intro- 
duced^ he kept the king^s grants, from: 
whence may be deduced the English title 
of Lord High-Keeper, and took notes of 
]a«*siuts heard before the king. He waa: 
afierwards called Cancella,rius or Chan^ 
odkir^ from CanceUaj the chair or places 
attotted Ao persons appointed to take notes 
of causes under the Roman government. 
These offices in coupae of time became 
hereditary amongst the barbarous nations, 
with the exception of that of chanc^ior,- 



whote pcNssessionB being in Uie church/ > 
gave him an estate for life only, and from ; 
them branched out numerous stations of ^ 
inferior importance, which it is unnecessary 
to enumerate^ In Germany, after the addt- ^ 
tion to it of Italy and part of France, the: 
emperor increased the number of his officers : 
to.seven^ and their power gradually aug'-** 
mented in the same proportion in whidi' 
that of the sovereign declined. At lengthy 
the imperial dignity became elective, and: 
they then assumed the right of proposing, 
and ultimately of electing the emperor^' 
which is the case in Germany at the present 
day* 

The laws of the Franks also are worthy ^ 
of attention : they consisted of two regular 
codes, which had been handed down front 
earlier times, reformed by Clovis> and' 
adapted to the improved condition of the 
p^ple* Of these laws^ the Salic prevailed 
from the Carbonariau forest to the Loire^ 
and the /2^uaruin, from thence to the 
Rhine* Amongst the peculiarities Of these 
ancient institutions, were the provisions of 
the Salic law by which females were ei-* 
eluded from the succession, and all the send 
permitted to share equally in the paternal 
inheritance. In cases of accusation, the: 
complainant was obliged to seek redresii 



before the tribunal to the jurisdiction of 
which the defendant was subject: probably 
on the principle that the latter ought to be' 
deemed innocent ^ until •- proof of his guilt' 
bad been adduced and established: The' 
original mode of exculpation seems to -have ' 
been by the testimony of credible witnesses : 
as- at present, but as this course of pro -^ 
cedure frequently gave rise t6 perjury/>and^ 
the. rude warriors of that age were n^t con- ' 
versant with the strict rules of evidence,^ 
trials by battle, and by the ordeal of fire 
or water>" were gradually- introduced as 
more accurate tests of the merits of the' 
cau^e. In the prosecution of legal claims, 
certain forms of pleading were adopted^ and' 
when testimony was to be given, the depo-' 
nent' took the usual oath, at the same time^ 
placing his hand on his sword : the inhabi- 
tants of conquered nations werev|)ermitted 
ta retain their own 'laws:» as nearly as cir- 
cumstances would permit the -exercise of 
tbem, and every Frank had a right to' 
demand judgment at the hands' of his 
equals. The mode of trial in civil cases was* 
ta this) effect : Seven assessors were i:on- 
vened from persons of equal rank with iSiSer 
party accused, to which uumb^r the Lord ^ 
gf the fief* in which the cause of- action 
arose, added five more at pleasure, and by 
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these twehre persons tbe verdict was founds 
but this custom was abolished when: the 
feud^ systeoo was. fuUy established, l^f^ch 
fief, had a separate tribuealj,. the rea^o& of 
which was probably ,that jthe milttary xim& 
were the only persons possessed of sufficient 
power to enforce obedienqe^ i^ndi therefore: 
alone competent to administer justice. aT: 
naoogst their dependents; but an appeal 
was permitted from their decbkms to ther 
King and Leude&in the Camp of March. 

As to their domestic ipstitutions^ it «¥^^e 
custom of the Franks>in common with other 
German naticms^ to, purchase their wives^ 
but when * they became more • civilized aind) 
contracted n^arrif^e by solemn compact^ 
the intended husbaindt apd wife mutually^ 
exc^nged pledges of matrimonial fatkh; 
Tliie^. donations consi(ited on the .one side^ 
of aiquautity of .cattle^ and on the o^er, 
of ^|K)e kind of .ari9<>ur> in addition to' 
wl^ich* the husband was exp0cted> . ofi the 
d^ ajftcTj marriage^ to. bestow another ^pre- 
sffffL of Y^lue on his b^ide^ . usually iecmed) 
thf 4nor^ing gift. ::; /» 

With. regard to the language, /(rf^-.the 
Fcap]f»4 it jappears that their ordtnary;dia-* 
lect wa$ ibe Gern^an^ but the higher onler» 
generally conversed in the Iiatin> tongue^ 
whic^ also found ite way intPi thtojr ^di* 
cial proceedings. At«:length the Pranks in. 



Neustria and, the ancietit provincials be- 
came inseparably intermixed^ and from the 
union of their several modes of speech pro- 
ceeded the modern French, 

/Lmongst the leading amusements of the 
day were tournaments or mock combats; 
a species pf entertainment sa peculiarly 
adapted to the taste of the age, that even 
the Saracens in Spaip vied with their Chris- 
tian enemies in the gallantry and magnifi- 
cence which they^ displayed in them . When 
nations are situated equally between the 
extremes of luxury and of barbarism, then 
it is that they are best inclined to render 
Ibve a. noble passibn : in the former state 
they are sensuali and in the latter brutal. 
In those days a military education wiis ab- 
solutely re-jiiisite^ were it only for the pur- 
pose of indiividual preservation, and when 
it is i^tnembered that the greatest rewards 
w^i'e uniformly bestowed on the most» in- 
trepid 'soldier, il cannot excite surprise that 
men should have been anlious to excel; in 
order to gain the estimation of their com- 
peers, and 6spdcially that 6f the female 
sex* Even those who were neither at- 
tached to any particular object of affectiou, 
nor actuated by the hope of worldly com- 
mendation, traversed the states of Europe 
in the character of public avengers/ ai;id 

p 2 
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redressed abuses which at that time were 
remedied chiefly by the sword. That* per- 
sonal strength and courage were the order 
of the day, may be readily proved by nu- 
merous authorities, and amongst other in- 
stances is an anecdote of Pepin, who, in the 
enthusiasm of the moment, descended into 
an amphitheatre, in which a lion and ,0, 
hull were contending, for the amusement of 
the court, and attacked . and destroyed the 
sfavage combatants. \ 

In common also with the German nations, 
the Franks took delight in the pleasures of 
the chase, to which they added the diverr, 
§ion of music, a science in which they werer 
moderately versed. The principal instru* 
ment in use amongst them was a snecies oi 
harp or cithern, and it sieems they were 
acquainted with the organ as early as the, 
reign of Pepin, an- instrument of that de^ 
scription having been presented to hini by. 
Constantine the fifth, emperor of the east. . 

But to return from this digression to the 
more immediate object of these pages, the . 
transactions of the kings of the Franks. 
The. concluding years of the reign of Pepin, 
were distinguished by a successful expe,-?^ 
A«D. 754.dition, at the instance of the Pope, against 
the Lombards, who had seized the exar- 
chate ot Ravenna. He . recovered . this. 
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district frem the hands of the barbariansf 
and restored it to thie Pontitf, after which he 
returned to his own dominions^ and there 
elided his days. 

Pepin was succeeded in his throne and A. D. 7n, 
title by his son Chariemaghe, of glorious 
memory, who not only retained possession 
of the dominions of his deceased parent^ 
but enlarged them by extensive conquests.' 
The renewed contentions betweeu the Lorn- 
bards and the Holy See, in which the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter was generally worsted, 
induced the latter asi^ain to solicit the aid of 
the Franks, and in compliance with his . 
request, Charlemagne entered Italy at thef 
head of a numerous army, put an. end 
to the reign of the Lombards,- restored a. D. 774^ 
Leo the 3d, the Roman pontiff, to the en- 
joyment of his dominions, and in requital 
for ^ese services, was crowned by him and 
dignified with the title of Emperor of thex, d. soo 
Romans. Subsequently to these events 
Charlemagne turned his arms against' 
Spain, made several incursions into that 
country (in one of which he lost his nephew; 
the celebrated Roland, at the battle of 
Rpncevalles) and finally annexed a large 
proportion of it to the kingdom of the 
Pranks. ' 

His attention was nc>;:t engaged by the 
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Saxons^ whom he conqueredj and converted 
to the Christian faiths alter which hfi dis- 
persed multitudes of them in different parts 
of Flanders and Switzerland^ ^ on wUch 
occasion it was remarked^ in alhision to the 
natural ferocity of the nations at that pe* 
riod, that the king, by incorporating the 
Saxons with the Flemingift, had made two 
demons out of one. In the reign of iim 
monarch, various alterations were made in 
the internal government of the Franks : the 
national convention was summoned twice 
instead of once in the year, which had 
previously been the custom : it met in the 
autumn^ to take into consideration the mea- 
sures proper to be adopted in the ensuipig 
summer, and in the month of May, to pro^ 
vide means for carrying them into effect. 
The latter assembly was the most import-* 
ant, and consisted of the nobles and pre^ 
lates, and twelve deputies from each pro^ 
vince, who represented the population of 
the districts, by which they were returned* 
A material change also took place in ^ the 
military regulations of the Franks. A9 
long as light armour continued to be worn^ 
their kings were deemed to have arrived at 
manhood at the age of fiileen, but in the 
reign of Charlemagne, armour made of 
steel, was substituted, and the majority of 



!tfae totieragi} liwMcadeferred^ M tk4> yj^e of 

HPequived cmiore > inatarb < ^reit^th ^ tb ^slUe^^ - 
!biin fa i ibeir ^tii» * iiiewased IjUr^n T- :r^is 
period 08 also nieniidwld^ M the isistifei}- 
tiob jof i GheiuUtisneffiey' pfe^^ons of the Taltik^^f 
•^ndemm/ Whose f)rdvhtc6< it Wm t6'^uaM 
Aei pereoh df theiking ; they Were clwiJ ih 
k. Mttt <)f oonifilele »rnf]6ar^^<^nd mouiiCed on 
ln^mbdck, ^nA folk^eift > Sevemliy by < ff^e 
'^six attendants. It^vms atdo the fitHsit sem 
'of Pi'eiM^ Jiterature : the toaifned langua^^- 
flUid the wosks*6f «ui€ient ^thoi^ we^^id- 
itraduced, and studied by the higher orders 
.of 'the Pranks^ and the nation in general 
began: to imbibe- a taislte lor the arts -and 
jficienees.' ..'•-■ ^■ 

' The titles of Charlemagne ^^t*e. Em- 
peror of the' It oiHians $tnd * of' Germany, isiiid 
king of France and Spain c i t6 these : may 
-be added the honorary ajppeUationS ^f 
Paivon . oft die Arts and Friend of Hlifea- 
•mty. He instituted public schools, Re- 
paired and beautified ^ the>eity of- F UjtHiK^, 
i&t€fw %, bridge- over the Rhine at Ment^^ 
founded the cities of -Dr^^ien ttnd Ham* 
ftnirgfa; ststkmed fleetis at the modths bf the A. D, 808 
naVigalble rivers to repel the incursions of 
-the Saxons^ nviiigated the ferocity of single 
combats by substituting triubs for mihtary 



wea|K>a9;: attd despatched officeriB^ at stated 
periods, ta administer justice througiiout 

A. D. 806* lib dominioes. in his' time also the pri^ 
Til^ges of the church were defined and 
enlaijged: the ecclesiastical brders were 
exempted from the performance of militarjr 
service^ and the system of tithes was in^ 
troduced and established for their support. 
Nor was the fame of this monarch confined 
within the limits of the continent of Europe : 
it travelled into Asia; and history makes 

A. D. 813. mention of an embassy sent to him by the 
famous Galiph> Haroun Al Raschid with 
sumptuous presents^ amongst which^ was a 
tent of prodigious magnitude, containing 
all the apartments requisite to form a com^ 
plete dwelling, and decorated with columns 
inlaid with gold and silver and a throne 
ornamented with precious stones. The 
Caliph also presented him with a water 
clock made of brass, of wonderful mecha^ 
nism, which shewed the hours t)y the fall oif 
balls of metal on the bell, and by the figures 
of knights, who opened and then closed a 
stated quantity of doors according to the 
number of the hour. 

On the death of Charlemagne, his son 
Ivcwis succeeded to the throne, his other 
i^us, Charles and Pepin, having died dur^ 
ing the lifetime oftheir father^ The crowti 
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continued in his family till the end of the 
tenth century^ when Charles of Lotraine^A.D. Ms. 
the last descendant of Charlemagne^ was 
deposed and imprisoned by Hugh Capet^ 
who ascended the throne^ and Charles pe* 
rished in tlie dungeons of Orleans. 



V 



THE BRITONS. 



CHAP. IX. 

Origin of the Britons. Invasion and eon- 
quest of Britain by the Ramans. The 
Emperor Valentinian withdraws the Ro- 
man troops. Vbrtigem invites the Saxons^ 
into Britain. The seven kingdoms of 
the Heptarchy. Egbert becomes king of 
all England. 



THERE are two distinct accounts of 
Britain ; the one traditionary^ the other 
authentic. According to the form^r^ Brutus^ 
the great grandson of j^neas^ whose piety 
IS the subject of historical admiration^ and 
his misfortunes^ of regret^ became a wan* 
derer in Greece several years after the de- 
struction of Troy^ and having at length 
taken refuge in the mountainous parts of 
that country^ invited the descendants of 
the Trojan prisoners to cast off the. yoke 
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of senritude. In the course of time^ a 
* formidable troop assembled round his ban- 
ner^ set the Greeks at defiance^ harassed 
them with repeated attacks^ ^nd laid the 
adjacent districts under contribution. In. 
spired by the hope of restoring the name 
and glory of his nation. Brutus availed 
himself of a favourable opportunity to seize 
the Grecian fleet, and having embarked 
with his followers, traversed the Mediter- 
rtinefin. passed the straits of Gibraltar^ 
' pursued hi9 ppurse towards the north. a)id 
Iftnded in Gau). On his arrival, he is said 
to have founded the city of Tours, bqt 
* beiing attaclff^d by Goffarius. king of Gayl, 
a battle ensujsd. in which he sustain^^^ a 
defeat. He then quitted the inhospital^le 
shores of^France. sailed with his comrades 
towards the coast pf Britain, landed at 
B. C. iioo.Totness in Devonshire, about eleven hun- 
dred years before the Christian aera. and 
assumed the government of the people! 
After the lapse of several centuries. Mul- 
mucius. a descendant of Brutus, became 
king of Britain, and at his decease left two 
sons. Belinus and Brennus. the former of 
whom ascended tVie throne to' the exclusion 
of his brother. The latter deeming it un- 
safe to remain at home, committed himself 
arid his adherents to (he mercy of the ocean. 
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and having disembarked, on the opposite^ 
shore^ [Penetrated into the Interior of the 
country^ and espoused the daughter of 
Segiuus> chief or duke of the AUobrogesw 
The rival brothers afterwards found meansr 
to reconcile their differences^ and BelmuSi 
at the solicitation of Brennus^ led a formid- 
able army into Gaul and assisted his bro^ 
ther, who had already commenced hostili- 
ties against the people of the country. 
When the invaders had achieved th6 con- ; 
quest of France and a considerable part of 
Gefmauyi Belinus returned to his own do- 
minions^ and Brennus and bis followers^ 
destitute of any settled residence^ marched 
into Italy aqd were routed by Camillu$ at 
the gates of Rome. ' 

The other account, aind of which alone 
any authentic record exists^ is that given 
by Cassar^ who landed in Britain fifty-five B.C. 55. 
years before the Christian aera^ and reduced 
it to submission by force of arms. The 
advocates of the prior statement support 
their opinion by the alleged fact that at the 
time of the Roman invasion^ the inhabi- 
tants were not a rude and savage race^ as 
described by Caesar, but well disciplined 
and under, good governmenti and they like- 
wise pretend that . the Roman general de- 
stroyed the Druidical annals in which the 
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transactions of the nation were, preserved^ 
in order to prevent the detection of his 
own falsehood. Another argument in their 
favour is derived from the fact^ that in the 
frequent encounters between the two nations^ 
the Britons invariably attacked the Romans 
in war chariots armed with scythes^ atid' 
this circumstance is nientioned as an Evi- 
dent proof that the former were of Grecian 
or "iTrojan extraction, and consequently far. 
advanced in civilization. 

Without entering the field of contro- 
versy, or answering minute particulars, it 
may be sufficient to remark that the sup- 
porters of this proposition have to contend 
with several ol^ections. In the first place 
the commentaries of Caesar were published ' 
during the age in which he lived, and had 
they been grossly inaccurate, the military 
men who accompanied him in his expeidi- 
tion, and of whom many were inimical to 
him, would have exposed the incorrecth^s 
of them, if not during his life, at least after 
his premature death, when the consequences 
of his displeasure were no longer to be 
apprehended: The next objection is, ^bat 
Caesar had a strong inducement to repre- 
sent the inhabitants of Britain as an en- 
lightened and polished race> and undoubt- 
edly such would have been his description 
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of them; had their real Goaditton warranted 
the. assertion; fop tbe more p^iwerifnl; thef 
nation^ the greater would have b#«n hi» 
gidry ittcthe c^nqti^ of it. AgkitiVi*! i^ 
vei^'qoeMionable wh«t£%r the Di'uid^ \i«^ef 
sttfficiehtly adrinced iti science to compter-' 
hend the art of writing: the tradhiond 
which they recounted to the pdoplef, lip|)eltr 
to have descended froiti one gen^iirittl6n to 
another by oral testimony alone/ ^nd'in 
the absence of satisfactory evidenced f 6 'ilte 
contrary; it may be reasonably inferred- Ihkt 
tiiey did not - [Assess any written chronicles 
of the national afibirs^ THd better opitifdn 
seMid to be that ttifef Bi^itisti isles \^ere'pfeo^ 
j^ledifrom the continent laiid the act^Uitic^ 
of ^ it is supported by TAcitUs, wHo ^iates 
that' the inhabitahts bore a manifest Tike^ 
Aeiiss to the Gauls in their language and 
rriigions ciist6n(is. At the time of tlie Ro^ 
mkn itivasion^ the ' Britons- were dii^ded 
ittto separate tribes^ each of which was go^ 
verned byaii indepetid^t' cKef; tHey lived 
6tt the thilk and flesh of their cattTe;were 
stiungeirs' to commerce^ and* disregarded 
a^ri«tiltni^. Their risl^dri bore analogy 
to that of the Germans in the »worshi]^" of 
the pliinets^ the occasional immolation- of 
human victims^ and the^ unfeigned cdnfi<» 
d^ce they placed in the '{iirbgnosticaiibns 
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<tf their pries|d. Some of ihem. alsa .wor-v 
(flipped Jupiter and other heatheu deities^ 
lind professed to believe Jn. the transpaii^rar. 
tion of souls. Their weapons were swords^, 
daggerSj shiel^s^ chiefly made of lyicker 
work, and short spearsj and, with: the. e;c.*. 
cfiptipn of t]ke\r chariots^ they, appear. to. 
have been unacquainted even with the: 
rudiments of military science*. 
^ The northern regions of the island. wei^. 
scantily inhabited by the Picts, sp called, 
from Pictich, a plunderer^ and the . Scots,, 
from Scuite^ a wanderer : the tribes of th.e« 
former occupying the Low, and those; of, 
the latter the High , lands of Caledonia.. 
Authors, who attempt to trace the origin of 
the Britons to other sources than theGrallic. 
nations, assert that the Scots were. oC 
Spanish descent, and that their ancestors 
having found their way to the coasts of 
Ireland, emigrated in course of tinie, into, 
the mountainous parts of Scotland. Of the, 
Picts they allege^ that they were of Scythian 
extraction^ and passed, by some means at^ 
priesent unexplained, from .the cpuBnes of. 
Europe and Asia into Ireland, and thence^ 
iniQ the sister kingdom: an hypothesis, 
raised on the slender foundation qf a sup- 
posed resemblance between the Picts who 
adorned their bodies with colours of various^ 
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hiics^ and the Agathyrsi^ a northern nation 
who indulged in a similar custom. The 
easier^ and perhaps the more reasonable 
mode of solving the difficulty is, to suggest 
that detached parties of the barbarians by 
whom Gaul was originally occupied^ crossed 
the ocean and landed on the eastern coasts 
of England : that the descendants of these 
adventurers^ by degrees established them- 
selves in the northern parts of the country^ 
and ultimately overran and peopled Ire- 
land« 

^ In regard to the etymology of the narne^^ 
BiUain and Albion, it is superfluous^ and 
it would be nearly useless^ to occupy time 
in the discussion^ especially when it is con- 
sidered that the learned have discovered no 
less than eighteen derivations for the one^ 
and seven for the other^ all equally specious 
and unsatisfactory. The popular opinion 
seems to, be that the island received its 
name of Britain from the word Brjth^ which 
signifies *' painted/' (in allusion to , the 
practice of its inhabitants to paint their 
bodies^) or perhaps the colour which they 
used* '^ azure blue/' and that it was also 
termed Albion^ on account of its cliffs, 
from Grecian or Phsenician terms, signifying 
" white.*' 

The several tribes, amongst whom Bri- 
tain was partitioned at the time of the 



243 . 

Etoman inv^ian^ and the situations which 
they respectively occupied, were these-^Th^ 
jCantii inhabited the cofinty c^ J^^nt; th^ 
liegni, Sussex and Surry; tbp DurotrigeSj 
Dorsetshire; the Dunrnopii, Gor^^mtl and 
pevonshire; the Bel^ae^ ^prneriet^hir^j 
Wiltshire^ and Hampshire i; the ^trehatHf 
Berkshire; the Dpbuuiy G^loiipegtev^ive 
and Oxfordshire; the Cattieuchlf^^i^ WflBF- 
wickshire, Bedfordshire, and Baqk^^^uHpa- 
shipe; the Trinob^ntes, {Jsgejc^ Hefrtfoirdr 
shire, and Middlesex; the Iceui, Su^Qil^ 
Norfolk, Huntingdonshire^ and Cs^mhrifl^- 
shire : the Coritani, Lincolnshire^ Jlutland* 
shire, Leicestershire,^ Derbyshire, Nortb- 
ainptonshire, and Nottinghamshire ; th4 
Cornayii, Worcestershire, StaiFori^sbire^r 
Cheshire,, and Shropshire; the Brigsinleiij 
Yorkshire, Durham, Lancashire, Cu&^bw- 
land, and Westmoreland;, ^e Qtt^dlnij, 
Northumberland, and a popsiderahl^ p^rt. 
of* Scotland; the Sil^res, Herefordshire,, 
Iladniors|iire> Brecknockshire, Momi|0>uth^ 
shire, and Glamorganshire i the Ordovi^^^ 
Montgomeryshire, Merionethshire,, . Caer- 
narvonshire, Flintshire, and Depbighsllire ; 
and the Dimetse, Caermarthenshire, Pem-^ 
brokeshire, and Cardiganshire. When the 
Romans had annexed' Britain to the empire, 
a^ a province, they subdivide^ it into five 
districts;, th^ particular boundaries and 
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rfescri|)tions of which it i« not requisite to 
ttoticfe tri detail. 

Duriftg the peridd of one hundred years B. C. 55. 
afteir the hlv^dion of the country by Caesar, ^^^^ ^^ 
the Briton^ rernained unmolested^ aii event 
which may be attributed to the civil wars, 
by which the attention of the tlomans was 
diverted to other x^bjects, aii^ also to the 
$nitual' milssion of deputies with tribute iq 
ftbme, in tdkeii of submission. 

According to Strabo, the exports from 
fititain tb the cpntiiieht of Europe were, 
copper, till, lime, corn, tkttte^ hides, dogs, 
pearli^, sttld baskets ; hidea and tin had been 
In request With the Phoeniciaris for a con- 
sidefabte time as. articles ojt merchandise^ 
and the baskets were of sufficient value i6 
attract the attention 6f the Roman authors, 
probably on ac^count of i^ome peculiarity in 
(heff construdtion. 

Iti the feign of the emperor Claudius, A. D. lio. 
hostilities commenced between fhQ com- 
matider of the imperial forces in Britain^ 
and Carftctacus, prince of the Silures, or 
people of South Wales, and after a series 
of encouutefS, whi6h uniformly terminated 
in favour of the Romans, Caractacus waa 
Compelled to quit the field and ffee for 
i^efuge to Caitismandua:, cjtieeti of the Bri^ 
gAtitite. The misfortunes of the British / 
leader, however, could not procure foi* hiiri 

q2 
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tbe exercise of common hospHality: he was 
betrayed by those with whom he ^ou^ht a 
temporary asylum, delivered into the hands 
of the enemy^ and carried to Ro^ne with 
his family and principal adherents. In 
consequence of the removal of this formid- 
kble chief, tlie Romans were enabled to 
prosecute their successes without material 
opposition on the part of the Britons, and 
me greater portion of the island subipitted^ 
to their arms. 
A* D. 50. ' Nine years after these events, Boadicea; 
queen of the Iceni, was insulted, and her 
daughters dishonoured by a Roman officer^ 
bn which the Britons took up arms against 
their conquerors, and in pursuance of a 
preconcerted plan, put to death, at the same 
time, seventy thousand Romans, who were 
dispersed; in the various cities of .Britaio. 
Paulinus^ the general then in command of 
the army^ hastened to avenge the massacre 
of his countrymen, and a furious battle 
ensued between the Iceni and the Romans, 
in which the troops of the queen were de- 
feated with immense loss, and she destroyed 
herself by means of poison, to escape the 
hands of her foe. 

The reduction of Britain proceeded 
gradually during the reigns of the emperors 
Claudius and Kero^ and was finally ac- 
complished in the time of Domitian, by • 
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JtAiu^ Agiicola, the Rmnan governor; he A. D. 88. 
then advanced into the southern parts of 
Scotland^ and separated them from the 
other districts of that country by a wall of 
tiirf, extending from the Clyde to the Frith 
of Forth ; he also sailed round Ireland, and 
on his return visited the Orkney Islands^ 
and took possession of them on behalf of 
the Romans. 

To awe the Britons and keep them in 
subjection, the Romans built one hundred 
and fifty military stations, and distributed * 
their forces in tliem. Nunribers of persons 
k\Bo quitted Italy and preferred to reside 
in England; the legionaVy soldiers, whose 
term of service had expired, followed their 
example, and the laws and institutions of 
the Romans by degi^ees were introduced 
and adopted by the Britons. Their chiefs 
also paid occasional visits to Italy, and oii 
their return brought with them'the dress 
and manners of the imperial court, which 
in a short space of time became prevalent 
throughout the island. In order to defray 
the expenses attendant on the inilitary 
occupation of thie country, the Romans 
levied taxes of several descHptions : the 
principal of which were . an annual quit 
rent, consisting of a tenth of the fruits or 
produce of thfe toil, art impdst on pasture 
land,, known by the name ot* scriptura, and 
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proportioned^ in amount/ to . the quantity of 
jcattle inaintained oq it, a poU-tax, and a 
duty on funerals. These imposition ar^^ 
said, to have produced an annual revenue 
equal to two millions of money, a vast sum 
if regard be had to its valu,e at that period> 
the uncultiyated state of the island in 
^eoe»l and the compamtively inconaider- 
. able number of its inhabitants, lu retur^^ 
the Britons were indebted to.ihe Romans 
for protection atgainst extemid eneaues, for 
the establishment of schools and aead^eyiie^ 
the erection of magnificent edlfieeSj $xiA 
the introduction of the arts aqd seienceSv 
The Gauls also codtributod to the im- 
provement of the Batons, by in^traotii^ 
them in the ar| of oi^ory, aad the Biatish 
pleaders frequently visited (be neigtibomr^ 
ing continent to receive lessons in ^cfc«- 
tion. 
A. D. 191. In the course of forty yearsj the ifrild ia* 
habitants of Scotland incceased in sfarenl^ 
and numbers to such ao extent, tlmt the 
Romany were compelled to retiK before 
4liem, and resign to thetr merely a coasir 
deraJ^e part of their possessions m -tlie 
north. It happened tha^ ii» emp^ffor 
AjdciaS) to gratify a laudable Quriosity/OT 
to ascertain the state of the connld^/had 
at t^al time unidertaken a journey into 
£pigl^H)4» ^ finding on hi» arrival dip ira^ 
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posstbiKty of retaining tlie government of the 
extreme districts ofOalecionia^ he caused a 
Ufall of turf to be raiised from the Solway 
Frith to the Tyne, in ordfer to limit the 
encrOachriients of the barbarians. 
' Sevei-al years afterwards-, the emperotA. D. 210. 
Severus ajso paid a visit to his British 
territories^ and as the existing wall^ either 
from decay ot th^ perishable nature of iti^ 
ihalterials^ hiad ceased to answer the purpose 
for winch It was'designed^ lie erected a ram- 
part^of 6t^t>e nearty parallel to it, which he 
fortified' vfHh towers placed at given dis- 
tanc6s> so that the troops by wliom it was 
defended, were ewAbted to cbmrhrinicate 
reaidily with each othel" in case of sudden 
attack. 

In the reign of Dwclesian, the exercise 
of the tmperiafl authority was suspended 
for « time by the revolt of Carausius, a 
Meilajpian officer in the Roman service, 
mho liad been intrusted with the comnmnd. 
oqtibie eastern coast of Bdtain, and com- ad. 284 
viissioiied to protect it from the ravages 
of Ihe piirfttical Salmons. The Menapian 
tempted by the alluring prospect of regal 
power/ and unmindful of his vow of al- 
kgiaoce^ took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity whidh'^hane<3 had placed wittiin his 
reaeh, and* boldly proclaimed hiniself head 
^anb independent kthgdom. Itis career. 
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howevdr^ was interrupted by one of his 
generals^ named AUectus, who caused him 
to be assassinated^ and the ^ govemmettt 
which ^e had established in Kent and the 
Isle of Thaiiet, passed into the hands of his 
murderer/ with whom it remained ^ the 
space of three years. At the expiration of 
that period^ Constantius was nominated by 
Dioclesian to the command of the army iu 
Britain^ and this general^ landing on the 
shores of the revoked districts with a body 
of chosen troops, attacked and defeated (he 
A. D» 309. usurper^ directed him to be put to deaths 
and restored the province to the empire. 
When , Christianity had been embraced 
A. Jk 306. by Constantine the Greats and its tenets 
disseminated throughout the states of the 
empire^ the light of the gospel penetrated 
into Britain^ and the English clergy^ pa- 
tronised and protected by the Roraitns^ 
assumed a degree of importance till theii 
unknown in the national history. There 
were twenty-eight bishops in the island; 
an amount corresponding with th§ number 
of its principal cities ; their power wiets 
extended and upheld by the daily addition 
of new converts ; their right to interfere in 
ilie ecclesiastical affairs of the continent 
was universally admitted ; and at that early 
A. D. 314. period^ the commencement of the fourtli 
century^ they sent representatives to the 



council^ which met at Aries, to discuss the 
doctrines recently promulgated by Arius 
and :Donatus. 

There 'Were also three archbishops, of 
York, Wales, and London, to whom the 
bishops were subordinate in the same man- 
ner as at the present day, and the necessity 
of an additional primate to superintend the 
Cambrian diocese, may be conjectured from 
the circumstance that the remote monastery 
of Bangor, and the religious houses at- A. D. 351. 
tached to it, alone contained the apparently 
incredible niimber of two thousand monks. • 

Subsequently to the defeat of Allactus, a. D. 364. 
the Romans remained in the undisturbed 
possession of their British dominions, for 
many years, with the exception of occasional 
descents by the Saxons on the maritime 
counties, but the marauders were imme- 
diately attacked and destroyed by Theodo- 
sius, the Roman general, to whose charge 
that particular duty had been intrusted by 
his court. 

Towards the conclusion of the fourth A. D. 38i. 
ceiitury, IVIaximus, the Roman goyernor in 
Britain, married a native woman of high 
rank, and having proclaimed himself em- 
peror of the west^ fitted out a large squa- 
dron and landed in Gaul, attended by 
multitudes of the Britons. His enterprise, 
however, though successful at the outset, 
terminated in defeat: after obtaining the 
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promise of support from the pec^'OjFGaiil^^ 
he attempted to JDnarvoh into Italy and fanse 
his way to Rome; but was interotpAediand 

A. D. 387. slain by Theodoskis^ eraperor in the east^ 
aud the Britons^ who eseaped the s.wood 
of the imperial army^ retre^ied into thai 
part of AriDorica> an extensive distriot^ o& 
the western coast of France^ which is known 
jby the name of Bretag^ue. 

A. D. 421. In the reign oi Yalemtiaian the thirds 
the declining state of the empire jcompeled 
the Romans to withdraw their military 
force from Britain^ and the principal part 
of the foreign settlers, anticipating the 
scenes of confusion which threatened to suc- 
ceed the departure of the troops^ resigned 
their possessions and embarked fer tjie 
coatinent with their fomilies and iC^Escts; 
Nor were their apprehensions destitutle of 
foundation ; no sooner had the GUxnaas 
quitted the island^ than 4he.Picts and Scots 
who had been; rest rs^ned foracot^idemUe 
period by the arm of superior power alone, 
rushed with the fury ctf a torr^t oa the 
favest districts of the island^ and the cala* 
iBities of the miserable Jnhabitant&i m&pe 
heightened by contentions tmtweea the 
native princes. Even had the BrUii4i^chie& 
been true to their own interests, and . made 
common cause agiunst . the barbarians^, it 
is^extremely doubtful if thar eSbrts would 



baye b^H pi^^ed with wceest : after Ihe 
^Q^tire isdwiion of their «ouirtiy by the 
Rmbi^i^ the people^ with > the exception of 
a c^mparatiifely ^small number who took 
refuge4uSootland^ gradually beeame recon* 
idled to the loss of their libei^ty^ and ttt 
iofi^th willingly accepted^ Jr enchang^ fioi: 
il^ the luxuries introduced by tiieir con- 
querors. , 

Eaerv;ail;ed by ^sensaatity^ naaecustomed 
to war^ and ^depressed by sarvitude^ the 
degeaeeate Bntons were unable to with- 
stand thaassauUs of the rude iiitiabttants 
€>f thonoffth^ and they had the mortifieatioii 
to perc^i<ve« in the ranks of their invaders^ 
multitudes of the descendants j(tf their coun^ 
tr^men, whoi during the progress of the 
{loiaan> arms, had preferred a. life of danger 
and freedom to a state of security and 
lioiidage^. and were then returning ito aeisw 
the revmrd of their Tohintory pnvations^^at 
Ihe expense of tbcar less fortunate hrethceii. 

At lengthy Vort^ern/.chief of the Silures^ a. b. 449. 
ttioA the in;ost eminent among the Bcitish 
painces> wan itnanimcmsly ohosen^ leader of 
Ihe nation^ and the conduct of tiie. .<w«r 
kitffusted to his entire direction. Poit a 
iime^h^sucoeedisd in. repelling the attacks 
of the eaemy, but his resources, became 
iBxhaiistdd^ ;and m th]&: absence. u>f ewiiy 
other prospect 4:^ support^ he resolned. on 
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the dangerous expedient of solicitirig the 
aid of the Saxons. That powerful nation^ 
ahhough its numerous tribes passed under 
the general denomination of Saxons^ con- 
sisted of three distinct branches^ the Jutes^ 
Angles, and Saxons, properly so called, and 
the derivation of these names has given 
rise to much controversy amongst the 
learned. 

Some authors hnagine that the Jutes 
were descendants of the Getae, a tribe of 
Goths resident on the borders of the Black 
Sea, and that the^y emigrated from the east- 
em extremity of the Danube to that part of 
Denmark which is indebted to them for the 
name of Jutland. Others consider this ac- 
count fabulous, and without assigning any 
particular part of the globe as their original 
residence, are contented to assert that' they- 
were of. German extraction and derived 
their title from Geta, the chief under whose 
command they were, at the time when they 
began to occupy the peninsula. 

The Saxons^ properly so called, are. said 
to have been originally inhabitants of the 
province of Armenia, in Asia, 'a^ conjecture 
founded on the circumstance that the Sacae 
were a nation in the vicinity of that coun- 
try, and that Sacasones, or Saxpnes^ signified 
children of the Sacas ; their iiame, hbwever, 
is iftote probably taken frofti a word In. 



their own language^ which is used to de^ 
note a short swords a weapon peculiar to 
their nation^ and preserved to this day in 
iJbie arms of Saxony^ which contain twd 
swords of this description crossed. The 
collective body of the Saxon nation was 
comparatively insignificant; their tribes 
inhabited the small duchies of iSleswick and 
Holstein^ and obtained a precarious sub- 
sistence by ranging th.e .seas. and; plunder- 
ing the coasts of Gaul .and Britain. It is 
impossible^ however^ . that these narrow 
domains could have produced the myriads 
known by the name of Saxons^ who at that 
period of nautical ignorance^ perished in 
the dangerous , and uncertain navigation of 
the German ocean^ or joined the barbarians 
of the north in their incursions into Italy^ 
or kept the coasts of France and Holland 
' in a state of perpetual alarm by their de-, 
predations, and it is therefore obvious thal^ 
their fleets were manned and their armies 
^-einforced by vast numbers of the Suevi, 
who emigrated from the forests of Ger-^ 
many^ floated to the mouth of the Elbe on 
rafts or in trees hollowed by the action of 
fire^ joined the Saxons in their excnrsions^ 
and assumed their name. 
. The Angles are sUited.by some authors 
to have derived their title from Epgo, son 
of Woden or, Odinus^ (a celebrated priest 
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and wart tor in* tfi^ nortK, whoM residetree 
was m Sweden or Deft mark, atid wliose 
person^ was deified after his (ieeeasej fH* 
from Ws posterity, who were termed* 
Inglings ; whilst others assert* mA eqtat 
eonfidenee, that Aey received their appdt- 
Ifttibn from* Arigtilus, a corner of finnd, in 
relferenee to their local portion, which wa» 
between Hamburg and the ^ulf of Lubec. 

With the Tie w to render the main hiistory 
of these several nations more hitelR^ble,; 
it is necessary to refer to the early accounts 
of Denmark, or, as it was then termed by 
the Romans, who boast the merit of beings 
its first discsoverers, Ghermnestts Clmbrica^ 
If was inhabited by the Cimbri, a rode and 
ferocious race, intrepid in battle, and mer- 
ciless in ' victory : according* to an old 
writer, their women followed them in thne 
of war bare-footed, dad in white garments 
and girt with brasen b^ts, and when pri^ 
toners were taken, they cut their throats 
ovar a caldron, and according to the mode 
in which the blood distrlled, prophesied 
victory or defeat. 

When the shores of the Baltic were replete 
with inhabitants, the redundant poputationf 
was compelled to seek new abckles, andr 
iriultitudes of the Cimbri, following the 
eourse of the navigable rivers, penetrateld 
into the heart of Giermany, established 
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tfaeaaselveft ia Vppief Saitony^ and becsnie 
kiiown by the gmevti appeHa^ioii of -Suevi . 
FtGBBOk thence, m from a comnon centre; 
proceedid tbe numerous ^ibes wbich aided 
and rekiforced iSste Sasons m their maridoie 
aaicpeditions^ crossed tbfe Rhine and impeded 
the ykto9iovL% caireer of €3$ar in Gaui^ de« 
sowdsd towards the souths «nd ravaged 
litaiy in cenjtinetion with the Lofmbards, or 
fioUoiwing the oourse of the Rhkie^ broke 
down the h^mniemsi of fhe Pyrenees and 
fornided! a» indidpendent kingdom in Spain. 
With perdovis^ who deny the scriptures 
to be 9m authentio record of the evenrts de* 
tailed in them, it is in vain to argue^ but 
tbosie who acknowledge fheir veracity, wilf 
find in the book of Genesis, an easy salu* 
tion of the difficdities genferally feft in de- 
duciag th0 origin of Stiropean nations. 
It i» stated by the Jewish tc^iskitor, that 
after the deluge^ the ark in which Noah and 
his family were con tai^cied, setfled on the 
mountains of Armenia, the sons of the 
patriarch selected diiSerent portioRS of tlie 
earth fo* Aeir residence, ami the descend- 
ants of Japbet occupied the isles of the 
Gentiles, by which are intended the Euro- 
pean shores of the MedJterranean, and pro- 
bably the borders of the Black Sea. The 
posterity of the primeval inhabitants iaf 
£uiK>pe gradually diverged, in course of 
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time, towards the nortbeni and western 
regions of that continent, and ultimately 
peopled Britain and the adjacent . islands. 
It may be mentipned also, in aid of this 
suggestion, that a nu^e of m^n has been 
discovered recently on the coast of America; 
whose li^nguage bears marked affinity to 
the Welsh dialect, aiid affords strong pre* 
sumption that thqir ancestors were ^i« 
, grants from ^e shores of Gaul or Britain; 
If, therefore, this hypothesis be true, it re- 
conciles the discrepance of opinion between 
these v/hq admit and those who deny, that 
Asia and the south eastern extremity of 
Europe were the , birth-places of the aa-- 
cestors of every nation in this quarter of 
the globe. 

But to return from this digression to the 
more immediate object of these pages ; the 
A. D. 449. Saxons readily accepted the invitation of 
Vortigem, landed in great force under the 
command of Hengist and Horsa, sons of 
Woden or Odinus, and encamped in the 
Isle of Thanet. In order to conciliate the 
affections of his new auxiliaries and ensiure 
their permanent assistance, Vortigem of- 
fered his hand to Rhonice or . Rowen^ 
daughter of Hengist, and placed her on the 
throne of Britain. But this nieasure, how- 
ever prudent, was not sufficient to control 
th$ rapacity of the Saxons : in a short space 
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of time they quitted the pursuit of the Picts 
aTtd Scots^ Mrhom, on their first landings 
they had defeated and driven back into the 
norths turned their arms against the as- 
tonished Britons^ and seized^ at pleasure^ 
the choicest of their possessions. The 
arbitrary conduct of the barbarians naturally 
provoked resistance, war broke out between 
the contending parties, and a series of 
bloody conflicts ensued, which concluded 
with the deposition of Vortigern and the 
death of Horsa, his chief opponent, who 
fell in battle. Numbers of the Britons fled 
to the coast of Bretagne to escape the sword 
of the enemy, others took refuge in Wales, 
and in the space of one hundred and seventy 
years the whole of England became subject 
to the Saxons. 

The conquest of the country, however^ 
was not achieved without considerable loss 
on the part of the invaders ; many of the 
British chiefs fought gallantly in defence of 
their liberties, and amongst others Arthur 
Prince of the Silures, or people of South 
Wales, encountered the enemy with sue- A. D. 450. 
cess in twelve bloody battles, and ef-- 
fectually checked their progress on the 
frontiers of his dominions. Tradition, in- 
deed, has magnified his exploits beyond 
the bounds of reason, assigned to liim a 
chosen set of companions in arms^ known 
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by tbo title of Kuighta of the Round T^ble, 
and attributed hi» victories to th^ imme- 
diate assistance of the celebrated encha^ijter^ 
Mejrlin. 

Vortigern has been severely censured for 
placing confidence in the Saxon chiefs and 
exposing his dominions to the ravages of 
, their lawless followers, but his conduct is 
not without parallel either in earlier or 
later times. Anterior to this period, the 
ranks of the imperial armies were filled 
with Vandals, Goths, a|nd Loaibardi; in 
the middle ages, the German merceniiries 
became licensed trafiickers in human li^ 
and sold their services to the highest bidden*, 
and in modern times, the inhabit^ts of 
Switzerland have not considered their re- 
putation tarnished by accepting the pay of 
France.' 

When the Saxons had completed their 
conquest, they divided that part of the 
island jiow kiiown by the name of Eng^and^ 
A. D. 456. into seven kingdoms, entitled the Hep- 
tarchy; these were governed by a similar 
number of independent prmces, and were 
distinguished by the names of Mercia, 
Northumberland, Wesse:i^ Sussex, Kent» 
Essex, and East Aoglia. On account of 
the dearth of historical materials, it is 
impossible to detail the public trausac- 
tibiis of the several states, and, in fact, little 
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niore is known than the names of^the par* 
ticular counties^ comprehended within their 
limits. 

. Mbrcia^ the * principal king'dom of the 
Heptarchy^ consisted of Huntingdonshire^ 
Rutlandshire,, Lincolnshire^ Northampton- 
shire, Leicestershire^ Derbyshire^ Notting- 
hamshire^ Oxfordshire^ Cheshire^ Salop^ 
Gloucestershire^ part of Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire, Staffordshire, Warwick- 
shire, Bucking^m^ire, and Bedfordshire. 
Its capital was Leicester, and its new settlers 
principally Angles. 

NoKTHUMBERLAND was also occupicd by 
the Angles, and comprised two divisions, 
Beildicia and Deira, and these collectively 
contained Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cumber- 
land> Wiestmprland, Durham, Northumber- 
land, and part of Scotland, ^as far as Edin- 
burgh. Its capitals were Bamburg and 
Edinburgh. 

Kent, the third, in number, was occupied 
by the Jutes, and its capital was Canter- 
bury. ' 

Thie kingdom of the South Saxons con- 
tained the counties of Sussex, and Surry, 
and its capital was Chichester : that of the 
West Saxons, Cornwall, Devonshire, Dor- 
setshire, Somersetshire, Wiltshire, Berk- 
shire, and Hants, and its capital was 'Win *- 
Chester ; and that of the East Saxoks, 
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Essex, Middlesex^ and part of' Hertford- 
shire, aild its capital was London. 

East Anglia comprehended Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Cambridge/ and the Isle of Ely, 
and its capital was Dunwich. 

It is the general opinion that the Saxons 
extirpated the race of ancient Britons, 
with the exception of those who fled into 
Britany, or took shelter in the mountains 
of Wales, but there is sufficient reason to 
doubt the truth of the assertion. 

It is well known to have been the usage 
of the northern nations, on the acquisitioii 
of territory by conquest^ to assign a small 
portion of it to the original inhabitants, 
and compel them to cultivate the rest, as 
slaves, for the benefit of the new proprietor4 
Amongst the numerous hordes of barba- 
rians, by whom the empire of the w^t was 
inundated in the reign of Areadius and 
Honorius, were multitudes of Saxons, and 
as the Roman writers of the day, who were 
sufficiently inveterate against the oppressors 
of their country, do not charge them with 
any deviation from the ordinary rdles of 
German polity, the inference is that they 
pursued the same line of conduct as their 
companions in arms. Unless, therefore, a 
satisfactory reason can be assigned for the 
adoption by the Saxons of a contrary 
system, it is but fair to suppose that they 
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abted on the general principles in vogue 
with the barbarous nations/ and nierely> 
reduced the Britons^ with the exception of ^ 
those who fled or fell in battle, to a state of 
vassalage or slavery. 

This opinion receives additional support 
from two circumstances ; that the English 
language is a compound of the British, 
Latin, and Saxon tongues, which would 
not be the case if the Britons had been 
annihilatedjTor in that event their language 
would have become obsolete ; in the next 
place, the lands occupied by the Saxons 
after the conquest of Britain, were culti- 
vated by a class of persons termed Villeins, 
who were unquestionably the original inha* 
bitants reduced to the condition of slaves. 

In reference to this subject, it appears 
that in the time of the Saxons, estates were 
of two kinds, allodial and feudal : the for- 
mer descended to the heir in the male line, 
unincumbered by any restriction^ but the 
latter wefe held at the will of the lord, on 
such terms of military or other service as 
he tliought fit to impose. There wa^ not 
any distinction, in principle, between the 
king and his chiefs as to the tenure of land, 
for he shared with them the territory ac- 
quired by the laws of war, except only that 
he received a larger portion in considera- 
tioq of his superior lunk. The districts 
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ftHotted Co the sovereign were anally grant- 
ed by him to his kinsmen or favoiiritea> on 
military tenure^ and these chiefe, in tum^ 
sub-divided their allodial^ or independent 
possessions^ and the feudal property^ which 
they held under the king, amongst their 
dependants, on similar conditions. 

There were two descriptions of persons 
employed in the tillage of the soil; the 
ViUems, who were bondsmen, and laboured 
for the exclusive benefit of their superior, 
and the Vassals, who were freemen^ and; 
being in general attached to their lord by 
the ties of consanguinity^ were permitted 
to occupy small parcels of his estates and 
enjoy the produce during his pleasure. 

In later timies, when the people became 
sensible of the advantages oi commerce^ 
and engaged in the mutual exchange o€ 
the necessaries or luxuries of life, tfie lord 
permitted his dependants to hold fairs and 
markets, guarded them from hostile attack 
when they met for the purpose of bartering 
or selling their goods, afforded them the 
use of warehouses, weights, and measures, 
and levied tolls and duties on them^ as the 
price of his indulgence and protection. 

The principal instances in which the 
islanders had occasion to deplore the inva- 
sion of the Saxons, were the destruction of 
Christian worship and the introduction of 
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idolatry. The new settltrs dedicated the 
religious edifices of the Britons to the 
service of T?hor and Woden, and the ut- 
ifiost favour granted to the natives, wasr 
permission to oflfer up their prayers under 
the same roof with their heathen conquerors. 
As a difierence of opinion exists as to the 
characters and attributes of the favourite dei- 
ties of the Saxons, it may be as well to state 
that Woden or Odin, as he is generaily 
entitled, was the leader of the Saxons at 
the period of their original establishment in 
the north, arid his residence is Supposed to 
have been in Sweden or Denmkrk. To the 
bravery of the warrior, he added the sane- ^ 
tity of the priest, persuaded his followers 
that he was gifted with the knowledge of' 
future events, and after his decease was 
worshipped by his countrymen, under the 
fictitious title of (jod of War. On the death 
of Woden, Thor, his son, assumed the 
commaind of the nation, and when he had 
paid the debt of nature, was also deified by 
his illiterate followers, who, to perpetuate 
the memory of their favourite heroes, as- 
signed their names to the fourth and fifth 
days of the week, Woden's day and Thor's 
day. Some writers, indeed, insist that 
Woden arid Odin are distinct persons, and 
others assert that by Thor and Woden, the 
Saxons intended to relpresent Jupiter and 



V Mercury^ but these conjectures are not] 
founded on any satisfactory autfaorityt 

The light of Christianity thus extiu- 
guished> the people of Britain reiaahie^ in 
a state of mental darkness till the end of the 

A. D^ 580. sixth century, when Ethelbert^ king of K^nt> 
having espoused Bertha, daughter of Claris 
bert, king of the Franks, was persuaded b.y, 
her to abjure the errors 'of paganisni> 
and acknowledge the truth of the gospel 
dispensation. To aid her pious endeavours, 
Qregory, the Roman PonfiiF, despatched 
Augustin, an ecclesiastic, distinguished 
equally by the firmness of his character 
and )he sanctity of his life, on a mission to 
the court of the Saxon king, with direction^, 
to confirm the hopes of the royal convert, 
and exhort his subjects to imitate his ex- 

A. D* 507. ample. Augustia accordingly landed on 
the coast of Kent, and commenced the 
duties of his oCice under the patronage of 
Ethelbert; his eloquence delighted and 
astonished his heathen auditors: they lis- 
tened with alternate emotions of hope and 
fear to his explanation of the glorious 
scheme of redemption, and his animated 
description of the rewards and punishments; 
of a future state, and in the space of a few 
years, the preacher had the satisfaction to 
witness thp successful completion of his 
task in the admission of the orthodox faith 



into the several kingdoms of the Heptarchy. 
When Christianity waspermaneiitly esta-^ 
blished iu Britain^ the different orders of 
clergy^ which had perished in the general 
wreck occasioned by the inundation of the 
Saxons> were revived, ^ith a few alterations! 
adapted to the times. Augustin was raised; 
to tlie dignity of Archbishop, and selected 
fpr his residence Canterbury, the scene of 
his first labours in the cause of the church, 
and the primacy; which had been attached 
to the see of London until the destruc-» 
tion of episcopacy by the Saxons, was re- 
moved to the new diocese. The rank of 
archbishop was also restored to. the pos* 
sessor of the see of York, who was, however, 
declared inferior in rank to the Primate 
and subject to his control, but the arch- 
bishopric of Wales was irrevocably lost by 
the separation of that country from Eng- 
land. 

The mode of discussing the affairs of tlie 
state was nearly the same with the $ip^on& 
scs the Franks, a coincidence the les9 re- 
markable, because each nation was of Ger- 
ijfian extraction, and consequently inclined 
to adopt similar habits and forms of gq- 
vemment. Previously to the execution of 
any political measure, the propriety of it; 
was debated and decided in a general, ^oun-^, 
cil of the nation, termed the Wittenagemote, 
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(a trord derived from wtlEe.Afnaii aftatdnr,' 
or, accondftig to others, of fioimlofn,) vrhidh 
assembled twice in the year; in the sprifi^, 
after tiie seed was sown, and in the autuiMi, 
before the harvest began; the former of 
these meetings was held for the purpose of 
arranging the hostile expeditions intended 
to be undertaken during the ensuing i»tim- 
mer, and the latter for the division of the 
spoil. But as England, on account of ltd 
insulated situation, was less exposed to the' 
horrors of war and the allurements of pil- 
lage than the continental states, which 
were perpetually at variance with each 
other, these particular seasons were in' 
course of time, disregarded, and when the 
whole country fell under the dominion of 
' an individual, the king convened the na- 
tional assembly at the three principal fes- 
tivals, Easter, Whitsutitide, and Christmas. 
He had also a discretionary power to call 
extraordinary meetings, when any particular 
event arose which required the collective 
votes of the people, and the necessary exer- 
cise of this prerogative during the civil 
warsj by which the country was distracted 
in the reigns of the Norman successors of 
William, the Conqueror, occasioned the 
regular times of meeting to fall into disuse, 
and, at length, the Wittenagemote assem- 
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h, as Parliament at presehtj oniy on the 
snnimons of the king. 

: From the arrangement of military move«r 
n^raats and the distribution of phmder^ the 
powers of the Wittenagemote were extended 
gradually to the declaration of hostilities^ 
the levy of taxes^ the regulation! of the 
coinage^ the compilation of laws, and the 
decision c^ legal questions r^erred from 
the inferior tribunals^ and in the year 7^5^ 
a reimurkable instance of its authority is' 
adduced in the expulsion of Sigebert^ king 
of the West Saxons, from his dominions, 
arid the election of another chief in his 
Stead. . This grettt assembly was composed 
originally of the general mass of the people^ 
but in proportion to liie progress of ciyiliz- 
ation^ the Saxons renounced their savage 
oaodes of life, became attached to agricul- 
tural pursuits, and united in forming vil- 
lages and towns tor the bettei* protection 
of the community, in the event of domestic 
oppression or fweign attack. By degrees 
the fatigue, danger, and expense of a dis- 
tant journey deterred many persons from 
joining in the deliberations of the Witten- 
agemote at the usual seasons, atid in course' 
of time the principal, if not the only^ at- 
s tendants on it were the great lords, whose 
. strength and affluence enabled them to 
surmount the obstacles which occasioned the' 
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absence of their inferiors. Heoce Ike caose 
of the national assembly being attended 
only by bishops^ abbots^ chiefe^ ebldennen 
or eldermen^ . (from whence the modom 
title of aldermen), and nobles, althouigh it 
professed to be, in fiict and in principle, a 
general assemblage of all ranks and classes 
in the nation. 

In later times, the nobility even, who 
were of secondary rank, declined to attends 
either on account of their inability to defiuy 
the expenses of these frequent journies, or 
the evident inutility of their opposition 
to any measures which they disapproved. 
Then it was Ihat the power of the great 
military chiefs became paramount to that 
of the sovereign : they concerted their plans 
in secret^ proposed them in the national 
convention, and carried them into execution 
in defiance of the ki ng* 

Nor was it easy in those days to find a 
remedy which could efiectually obviate the 
increasing evil: according to the esta- 
blished institutions of the country, the po- 
litical measures of the sovereign were liable 
to discussion and revision in the council of 
the nation, aud his want of power to carry 
them into efiect without the concurrence and 
support of the nobles, compelled him reluct-- 
antly to assemble the Wittenagemote in 
times of public emergency. In the last of 
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ite revbltitions may be discovered a marked 
analogy between that body and the national 
assembly^ by vrhick it was succeeded^ and 
which became known by the title *' Par- 
liament/' a name derived from the Nor^ 
maris, whose language was adopted formeriy 
injudicial proceedings. There is, however, 
this important distinction to be observed ; 
in the early ages the monarch was despotic, 
but at present his plan^ are controlled by 
the equal voices of the nobility and the 
people: in the middle ages, the people 
were not represented, and the king was 
kept in awe by a powerful and imperious 
aristocracy, but now the influence of the 
nobles in the scale of government is coun- 
terbalanced by the sovereign and the peo- 
ple: in the present age of improvement, 
the ascendancy probably would be entirely 
in favour of the people, were it not for 
the discretionary power vested in the King 
and Lords to dissent from the proceedings 
of the Commons. ^ 

As to the kings of the Heptarchy, it is 
impossible, at this distance of time, and in 
the absence of all authentic information on 
the subject, to trace Iheir private history or 
develope their political transactions ; it is 
known only that they were generally en- 
gaged in mutual contests tor power, or 
in repelling the occasional attacks of the 
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JDanea, by whom the country was subse- 
queatiy occupied^, and that^ after the lapse 
of two hundred years, computed from its 
final reduction (A.D. 620), the government 
A. D. 820. ^f tjie sevecal. kingdoms of the Heptarchy 
became vested, by cession or conquest, in 
Egbert, the Saxon. 
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